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Introduction to the Lessons
The Bible is the greatest book ever written. The Bible is in truth the very words of God unto mankind. It is
upon that statement lies where the hope of all mankind lies. Without an absolute written authority from God
himself, there can be no discernment of right and wrong, truth or error, or knowledge of anything that God
is or requires of man.
Without the Bible, man knows not where he came from or where he is going. But thanks be unto God that
he has not left us to wonder in the dark; but has rather sent us the wonderful words of life—the Holy Bible!
The Bible is God's book which tells us how to be a better spouse, how to raise our children, how to lengthen
our lives, how to live a victorious life, how to have a happy life, how to be healthy, how to keep our health,
how to take care of our finances, how to become successful, and many other such things. Yet, so few know
anything about it. It is truly a sad thing that many know more about tradition and fairy tales like evolution
than they do about absolute truth—God’s Holy Bible!
Thus, it is the author of these studies intent to help the sincere seeker of truth to find the truth and thus be
made free; free from sin, selfishness, simple mindedness, and societies foolish philosophies.
These studies will take the student from the very foundation of truth unto the very end of time as we know
it. These studies will answer many of the questions you have ever had about truth and much more. And they
will answer those questions with absolute truth—with thus saith the Lord!
May God use these studies to bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ by converting the lost and perfecting the
saints until we all ‘come into the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God...That we
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine.’
(Ephesians 4:13-15).
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INTRODUCTION
As a person studies history they become intrigued with the rise and fall of cultures, impressed with mankind’s
advancements, and yet indignant with mankind’s unbelievable cruelty. Thus, the thinking person will
eventually begin to ask such questions as:
•

What is mankind?

•

How did mankind get here?

•

Why are we here?

•

Where are we going?

•

How is it that mankind can rise to great heights and yet at the same time be so low and
despicable?

•

How can we determine what is cruel?

•

How can we determine what is good?

•

Why is there suffering?

•

Why does one culture rise and another fall?

•

How is it that we are able to even consider these questions from a logical standpoint?

Yet, those and many other questions cannot be understood except through an understanding of Biblical
Christianity. Therefore, we have designed this series of studies to lead the reader into an understandable
knowledge of Biblical Christianity. We have done so with the confidence that once you have learned the
fundamentals of Christianity, you will have the true and only foundation and framework there is to
understand the past, present, and future of mankind. However, with such a mammoth task set before us, how
are we to begin? Well, we must and shall begin with the beginning and ending of it all—God! For he has
said about himself:
Revelation 1:8 ‘I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which
is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.’
God is over all. He has existed for all of eternity. He is the One who has created this world in which we live.
Therefore, you cannot understand this world, what has happened in this world, nor what will happen in this
world, except through him. This material world of ours is the result of the spiritual, and it is the spiritual which
matters most. Thus, you can only truly understand the material when you understand the spiritual. Therefore,
let us begin our series on Biblical Christianity by looking at the author and finisher of our faith—God.
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THE PERSON OF GOD
The name ‘God’ can evoke many thoughts and emotions. However, for the Bible Believing Christian, we do
not want to follow our own thoughts and emotions. Instead, we want to know what saith the Lord. We want
to base our beliefs on something bigger than us, something that has been here before us, and something that
will be here after us—the Bible! So let us begin this study by looking at what the Bible has to say about God.
GOD IS ONE
When we turn to the Bible, the first thing we see about God is that there is only one God!
Deuteronomy 6:4 ‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:’
Isaiah 43:9-13 ‘Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who
among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses,
that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the
Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand
that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am
the Lord; and beside me there is no saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed,
when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I
am God. Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I
will work, and who shall let it?’
Isaiah 44:6-8 ‘Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I
am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. And who, as I, shall call, and shall
declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are
coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told
thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me?
yea, there is no God; I know not any.’
So the scriptures are clear; there is only one true God!
That brings us to our next point about God.
GOD IS A TRIUNE BEING
That means that though there is only one God (one divine essence), the one God consists of three co-equal
and co-eternal persons:
•

The Father,

•

The Word (who is Jesus Christ—God the Son), and

•

The Holy Ghost
1 John 5:7 ‘For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghost: and these three are one.’

This is a bit hard for our mortal minds to understand. Therefore God in his wisdom made the earth and
everything in it in such a way so that ‘ …the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead...’ The creation
attest loud and clear that its Creator is triune. For example, an egg is made up of three parts—the yoke, the
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white, and the shell, and yet it is only one egg. An atom is made up of three parts—electrons, neutrons, and
protons, and yet it is only one atom. A water molecule is made up of three atoms—two hydrogen atoms and
one oxygen atom, and yet it is one water molecule. H2O comes in three forms—liquid, solid, and gas, and
yet it is always H2O. Time is made up of three parts—past, present, and future, and yet all three are time. A
person is made up of three parts—a spirit, soul, and body, and yet all three make up a person. These are just
a few of the many examples of the triune nature of creation. Now since the laws of nature indicate that like
produces like (at the least to a degree), then we are logically drawn to the conclusion that the maker of the
universe must be One who is a Triune Being!
That brings us to our next point about God.
GOD IS A PERSON BEING
As we look around us we do not only see proofs of a Triune God but we also see personality around us. E.g.
humans are not robots programmed to act and move a specific way without emotions, rather, each of us are
personal creatures. Now since there is personality in the world, then the Creator of this world must have
personality, for personality cannot come from non-personality. Mere logic demands that we conclude that
God is a personal being. However, there is something higher than logic that declares to us that God must be
a personal being; and that is the Bible!
The Bible emphatically declares that God is not simply a force or feeling, he is a person. All throughout the
Bible it refers to God with the personal pronoun ‘he’.
Hebrews 11:6 ‘But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.’
Notice in Hebrews 11:6 that it refers to God as ‘him’ and ‘he’. So yes, God is a person!
Now as a person:
1. He has a will, reasons about things, and makes choices.
Isaiah 1:18 ‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.’
2 Peter 3:9 ‘The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.’
2. He expresses emotions such as love, grief, anger, compassion, etc.
John 3:16 ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’
Psalm 7:11 ‘God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.’
Genesis 6:6 ‘And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart.’
Psalm 103:13 ‘Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him.’
Zephaniah 3:17 ‘The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice
over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.’
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3. He sees, hears, and speaks
Psalm 33:13 ‘The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. From the
place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.’
Proverbs 15:3 ‘The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.’
Proverbs 15:29 ‘The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the
righteous.’
1 Peter 3:12 ‘For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.’
Psalm 50:1 ‘The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the
rising of the sun unto the going down thereof.’
The Bible is clear, God is not some far away distant force, but rather God is a personal God who is very near
his creation. God can and is touched with the feelings of our infirmities. God is someone we can go to for
help in time of trouble.
Psalm 34:18 ‘The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be
of a contrite spirit.’
Psalm 145:18 ‘The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in
truth.’
1 Peter 5:6-7 ‘Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.’
God is a personal God who cares for us. He is a God who is touched with our grief. He is a God that loves
us. Oh’ blessed Lord, blessed God! Thanks be unto God that he is a personal God that personally cares for
me personally! But God’s greatness does not stop there; for:
GOD IS ETERNAL
To be eternal means, ‘to be without beginning or ending’, to simply BE! God had no beginning and has no
ending. God is the beginning and ending. God is from everlasting to everlasting. Time revolves around him.
He created time. Thus he is not subject to time for he is its Creator.
Genesis 21:33 ‘And Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of
the Lord, the everlasting God.’
Psalm 41:13 ‘Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen,
and Amen.’
Psalm 90:1-2 ‘Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.’
God is eternal. He is the self-existing God who has always been and shall always be. He is outside the laws
of science; for he created the laws of science. Thus, though science tells us that everything that had a
beginning had a cause, that does not include God for God did not have a beginning. He is eternal, he is the
self-existing, self-providing, transcendent God who is over and above all.
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Colossians 1:16-17 ‘For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist.’
GOD IS IMMUTABLE
The word ‘immutable’ means, ‘unable to be changed’. That means he is dependable. God is not fickle, but
rather he is unchanging in character. You can count on him.
Malachi 3:6 ‘For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.’
In an uncertain world that is always given to change, I am glad to know God is the same—he is dependable!
GOD IS OMNIPOTENT
The word ‘omnipotent’ means ‘all (omni) powerful (potent)’. God is
not limited like finite man. God is the infinite God that has infinite
power. God can do anything which is according to his character and
will, nothing else and nothing less!
Psalm 115:3 ‘But our God is in the heavens: he hath done
whatsoever he hath pleased.’
Isaiah 46:9-10 ‘Remember the former things of old: for I am
God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure:’
Jeremiah 32:17 ‘Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great
power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:’
God can do anything but fail!
GOD IS OMNIPRESENT
The word ‘omnipresent’ means ‘all present’. That means God is always present in the lives of his children
no matter where they go.
Psalm 139:1-16 ‘O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my
downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my
path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my
tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and
laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto
it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of
the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and
thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be
light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the
darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered
me in my mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous
are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My substance was not hid from thee, when
8
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I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see
my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in
continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.’
Praise the Lord that no matter where I go or what befalls me, my God is always right there with me. What a
wonderful God, but his greatness does not stop there. So let us continue to look at who God is.
GOD IS OMNISCIENT
The word ‘omniscient’ means, ‘all knowing’.
Proverbs 15:3 ‘The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.’
Acts 15:18 ‘Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.’
The true God knows everything there is to know. Every possible decision and its every outcome is known
by the great God of heaven! He is the source of all knowledge and wisdom. Nothing takes him by surprise.
What an amazing God! Praise be unto him for ever and ever, Amen!
Ah’ but let us continue looking at his greatness.
GOD IS HOLY
To be holy means, ‘to be free from all defilement, to be pure’. God is absolutely pure. God is holy!
Psalm 145:17 ‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.’
1 John 1:5 ‘This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.’
Revelation 4:8 ‘And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were
full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, LORD God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.’
Truly God is absolutely pure and sinless! God is holy!
Of all the characteristics about God, this is the one characteristic that sticks out over and over again all
throughout the Bible! God is not merely holy in character but rather God is holy! Thus, everything about
God is holy (e.g., his love is holy, his justice is holy, his dealings with mankind are holy, etc.). God is holy!
GOD IS FAITHFUL
Psalm 36:5 ‘Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the
clouds.’
1 Corinthians 1:9 ‘God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.’
1 Corinthians 10:13 ‘There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.’
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GOD IS MERCIFUL
God is a merciful God that continually shows mercy unto his creation.
Now, what is mercy? Mercy is God not giving you what you deserve. You
and I deserve the punishment of God, but thanks be unto the Lord that he
is merciful!
Lamentations 3:21-23 ‘This I recall to my mind, therefore have
I hope. It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because
his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy
faithfulness.’
GOD IS JUST
Deuteronomy 32:4 ‘He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God
of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.’
Psalm 19:9 ‘The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are
true and righteous altogether.’
The word ‘just’ means ‘fair’. God is just and fair in all his ways!God, as the judge of the entire universe, has
always and will always do right!
Now as we look around at the suffering that is taking place in the world, we may question his justice, but we
must remember that he as God knows more than us! We must remember that God always does right. No
matter what you or I think, God must (in order to be God) be just; and so he is. He is the judge and we are
the ones on the stand. He judges us, not us judge him. So do not try to judge him, instead, trust him.
Later in this series, we will talk about why there is suffering. But for now, you must understand that just
because you cannot see the justice in a matter does not mean that he is not just. He is! We simply do not
know all the facts, but God does. God is just!
Alright, now so far we have seen that the Bible declares there is only one true God and he is a triune being
who is personal, immutable, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, holy, faithful, merciful, and just.
However, some people will not want to accept the fact there is only one true personal God. As a matter of
fact, there are people who will deny the very existence of God. Therefore, for the sake of the sceptic we shall
now look at some of the many proofs of the God of the Bible.

10

Lesson 1: God

THE PROOFS OF GOD
The Bible does not spend a lot of time proving the existence of God. It simply states, ‘In the beginning
God…’ It goes on further to tell us that the reason people say in their heart, ‘There is no God.’ is because
they are living a sinful and wicked life and they know it.
Psalm 14:1-4 ‘The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have
done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. The LORD looked down from heaven
upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are
all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call
not upon the LORD.’
John 3:16-21 ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth
on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light
is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should
be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest,
that they are wrought in God.’
The Bible is clear on the matter, any person may argue about the existence of God with their head, but that
is not their trouble, the real trouble is their heart. The problem with the unbeliever is not the lack of proof
but rather the lack of purity in the heart.
However, we shall now lay down a few of the many ‘proofs’ that can be offered for the existence of God.
So let us begin.
1. The completed words of God
The miracle of the completed words of God makes clear to us
that the God of the Bible is in fact the one and only living God.
The Bible cannot be explained in naturalistic terms. The Bible
is pure, perfect, powerful, and preserved despite the attacks
against it. You cannot explain these facts apart from the
revelation and inspiration of God.
Just take an honest look at just one of the facets of the greatness of the Bible, the fact it prophesies the future
consistently and accurately and you must be drawn to the logical conclusion that it came from someone other
than man. When you read the Bible, you find thousands of predictions that have been literally fulfilled or
are being fulfilled before our eyes (e.g. the retaking of Jerusalem by Israel in 1967). These prophecies alone
proves the Bible had to come from the true and living God! Yes, God is! The Bible declares him to be so,
and the Bible is a proven fact!
Psalm 19:7-11 ‘The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be
desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.’
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Psalm 119:160 ‘Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous
judgments endureth for ever.’
I say to all who are looking for proof, open the Bible and read and you shall find proof positive that God is!
However, let us continue with another proof of God:
2. The creation of this world
Psalm 19:1-3 ‘The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no
speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.’
Romans 1:20 ‘For the invisible things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:’
Hebrews 3:4 ‘For every house is builded by some man; but he that built
all things is God.’
Creation with life and all the designs found therein prove beyond any doubt that God is! The reality that we
as personal beings are on this planet cannot be explained without the God of the Bible. Materialism has never
and will never be able to explain the most simple and important things about life, such as love, hate,
compassion, etc. But not only that, those who reject anything they cannot ‘prove’ in a test tube are left with
simply nothing to base any of their beliefs upon at all. From the very beginning, when it comes to the origin
of life, they have to start with supposing there was ‘something’ (such as energy or hydrogen or some other
matter) already in existence for evolution to begin. Yet, they cannot tell us where that ‘something’ came
from nor can they tell us how it came into existence from nothing. They must simply live by faith. Therefore,
the man who rejects the Bible for fairy tales will only have unprovable theories. Humanism and materialism
breaks down by their own evaluation from the very beginning, for the theory of evolution is not subject to
‘scientific evaluation’ and as such should be abandoned by these men of reason; at least they should if they
are going to play by their rule of only believing anything that can be verified and checked by scientific
experimentations. So here we are with the very fundamental question of existence and life and it cannot be
explained by anything or anyone outside of God! He is the answer!
It is a fact that life cannot come from non-living matter. It is a fact that anything that has had a beginning
cannot come from nothing. Life with all its intrinsic designs is here. Where did it come from? No one in all
of history has ever been able to present an idea or given a demonstration explaining as to how an impersonal
beginning, plus time, plus chance, could give rise to life, personality, or anything else for that matter. You
see, the history of man itself cannot be explained without God. Thus, the belief that there is no God is not a
scientific belief. Rather it is a faith built upon assumptions due to wicked lifestyles.
The creation is proof positive that God is. The simple truth of the matter is that no honest thinking person
can gaze at the universe and truly believe it came together accidentally any more than they can believe their
own house or watch came together by accident.
Truly, the person who will examine nature with an honest and sincere heart will readily acknowledge the
existence of God. They will have proof for the existence of God, and there will be no doubt about it. For the
invisible things of God are clearly seen. However, let us continue with another proof among many more for
the existence of the one true God.
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3. The conscience of mankind
We have a sense of right and wrong which cannot be accounted for without a personal moral God. Morality
cannot come from non-morality.
Romans 2:12-16 ‘For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and
as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; (For not the hearers of the law are
just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. For when the Gentiles, which have
not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law
unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) In
the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.’
The existence of God is written in the human conscience. Whether a person has a Bible or not, their
conscience bears witness to the fact of an absolute right and an absolute wrong. That fact cannot be accounted
for without an absolute good God. Thus, everyone knows there is a God!
Oh’ the proofs are stacking up. Yet, let us look at another proof of God.
4. The Creator’s stamp on every individual
Humans were created in the image of God. That means that humans are personal
beings able to choose their own direction through logical reasoning, becoming
indignant, loving, hating, cherishing, etc. Now none of these things can be accounted
for in a world that is only materialistic. Chemicals cannot make choices, humans can.
Now what I am talking about is not character, but rather ‘being’. The fact that any
human being is alive proves there is a God. A human is more than a rock. A human
is more than chemicals in motion. A human is a being, a person, a person who can
erase or embrace what is written on their heart. You can see this truth when you see two boys who grow up
in the same home turning out with very different beliefs. This fact in and of itself proves beyond any doubt
that God is! Personality cannot come from non personality. There is not one single answer as to where
personality came from except the answer found in the Bible—in the beginning God!
What I am trying to say is this, if we came from an impersonal nothing, then we would not be personal
beings with individuality who are capable of loving, cherishing, having compassion, reasoning, making
moral judgments, or any other rational thinking process. Non-personal material substances like chemicals
do not make rational decisions nor can they produce anything which can make rational decisions. Rationality
cannot come from non-rationality. Thus, if mankind is simply the outworking of chemicals produced by
blind chance, then mankind’s personality is only an illusion; mankind is not free to do anything or choose
anything but rather is forced to do and act the way he does due to his chemical makeup. And that would
make man nothing but a machine. Mankind as we know it would be dead. However, everyone knows
personality is actually real. We know we are not machines. We know that we are capable of choosing to love
or not, to cherish or not, to do right or not. We are not just chemicals. Each of us are in actuality a human
being and not a machine. Mankind is not dead, rather mankind is alive; and he is alive because God is alive!
Alright, so far we have seen that the existence of the God of the Bible is witnessed to all through the
completed words of God, the creation of the world, the conscience of mankind, and the Creator’s stamp upon
every individual; but let us continue with more proofs. For the witnesses continue to stake up. The next
witness is:
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5. The country of Israel
Isaiah 43:8-13 ‘Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. Let
all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can
declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be
justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my
servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he:
before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be
after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no
saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed,
when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are
my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God. Yea, before the
day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my
hand: I will work, and who shall let it?’
In the passage above God told the children of Israel that they were his witnesses that he was the true and
living God; and so they are! Their existence is positive proof that the God of the Bible is the true and living
God! Find an encyclopaedia and read the history of the Jew, and then explain their continual existence
without the continual presence of God. You cannot explain the nation of Israel without the God of the Bible.
The persecutions they have endured, their dispersion throughout the known world, loss of homeland,
regaining of homeland, influence upon society, loss of Jerusalem, taking back of Jerusalem, etc. cannot be
explained without the God of the Bible. The story of the Jews is in itself the complete answer for the person
who wants proof of the God of the Bible. There is only one adequate explanation for the existence of the
Jew and that is God! They cannot be explained any other way. The history of the Jews is a continuous record
of the miraculous intervention of God for his people. You must face the facts and the facts are clear, the
existence of the Jew proves conclusively the existence of the God of the Bible!
The witnesses are continuing to stack up; but let us call forth another witness.
6. The Church of God
The Church of God that cannot be destroyed by the gates of hell cannot be explained without the God of the
Bible being the true God!
Matthew 16:18 ‘And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.’
Just ask yourself the following questions and honestly try to answer all of them
without having to acknowledge that God is!
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•

Why and how did the Church come into being?

•

What persuaded the early Jewish believers to put their faith in Jesus
Christ?

•

What caused the Christian faith to spread all over the world?

•

Why cannot the world get rid of the Church?

•

How could the Church made up of common people from a common area spread so far and make such
an impact upon the world?

•

How could a small group called the Church make such an impact that a Roman general would align
himself with them in order to gain the support of the masses?
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You cannot find any adequate answers to any of those questions and a multitude more in regards to the
Church outside of the fact that the God of the Bible is the right God!
The Church is a phenomenon of history. It is one of the most vital facts in the total history of the world. As
a matter of fact, you cannot understand the history of the world without bringing in the history of the Church.
And only one thing can account for the phenomenon of the Church and her amazing history that has
continued through the centuries in spite of the world, the flesh, the devil, and the malignity of men and of
hell, and it is the explanation given in the Bible—the reality of God!
So God’s existence is witnessed to us by the completed words of God, the creation, the conscience of
mankind, the Creator’s stamp upon every individual, the country of Israel, and the church of God. Now, if
that were not enough let us call forth another mighty group of witnesses.
7. Christians who have been changed by the power of God
The changed lives of men and women who put their faith in God proves the God of the Bible is the right
God.
Anywhere the gospel of Christ is preached and practised, you
will find true inner peace in the lives of God’s people. That is
why God’s people sing about Jesus Christ. There are thousands
of songs in many different languages that have existed for many
years all sung about one man—Jesus Christ! Explain that
without the God of the Bible being true; you cannot. There is no
one else in all of history that has changed lives and brought joy
to thousands like Jesus Christ!
Any nation, company, family, or individual who reads, believes, practises, and proclaims God’s true words
are blessed. Any man who truly believes and practises the words of God is transformed into a better man by
the Bible.
Oh’ taste and see that the Lord is good!
To the honest reader the existence of God is undeniable. The completed words of God, the creation of the
world, our conscience, the Creator’s stamp upon every individual, the country Israel, the Church of God,
and the changed lives of true believers are proofs positive that God is and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.

CONCLUSION
In this first lesson we have looked at the person of God and the proofs of God. We have seen that God is a
wonderful magnificent God. One worthy of your trust. Dear reader, have you put your trust in him? We hope
you have. If you have not put your trust in him yet because you are still not sure about it, then we counsel
you to grab yourself a King James Bible and learn more of him, for faith cometh by hearing and hearing by
the word of God.
And that brings us to our next lesson.
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INTRODUCTION
This is our second lesson in our series of lessons designed to lead the reader into an understandable
knowledge of Biblical Christianity. In our first lesson we talked about the beginning of all—God! Among
many other things we learned about God, we learned that God is a personal God who has emotions, desires,
and other such personal qualities.
Now since God is a personal God who has emotions and desires, it just makes good since that God would
communicate to people to express his desire and love toward them; and that is exactly what the Bible is. The
Bible is God communicating to mankind so that we can know his will, work, and ways. The Bible is God’s
communication to mankind.
Thus, from this lesson onwards our focus will be on, ‘What saith the Scriptures?’ We will not worry with
anyone’s creed or tradition. We will not waste our time with man’s philosophy or psychiatry. Instead, we
will focus on absolute truth.
The Bible is the only solid foundation on which to rest our faith. It is the only place to get the unadulterated
truth. It is a high tower where we can run to when we are in trouble. It is an impregnable rock which can
withstand all attacks.
Without the Bible, we would not know who God is or what he desires. Without the Bible, we would be like
a ship without a rudder on the stormy sea of vain ideas. Without the Bible, we could not truly know anything.
But praise God, he has spoken and given us a Bible!
The Bible is without a doubt, the most unique book in the world. It is loved, yet hated. It is preached, yet
mocked. It is believed by some and denied by others. The Bible has the ability to enrage or encourage you,
confuse or convert you, to cut or cure you, etc. The Bible is a two-edged sword. The Bible defines us, yet
divides us. The Bible is the most powerful book in the world!
Therefore, in this lesson we will look at:
•

What exactly the Bible is, and then

•

How we should react to the Bible.

So let us begin our lesson on the Bible!
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WHAT EXACTLY IS THE BIBLE?
1. The Bible is a collection of 66 books compiled into one volume.
This one volume:
•

Is composed of two testaments: The Old Testament (containing 39 books) and the New
Testament (containing 27 books);

•

Took over 1,500 years to complete; and

•

Was written down by more than 40 human instruments
from many different walks of life: including kings,
fishermen, scholars, farmers, shepherds, builders, a
doctor, a general, et al.

2. The Bible is the inspired words of God.
2 Timothy 3:16 ‘All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:’
2 Peter 1:21 ‘For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.’
Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. That means that God spoke through holy
men; using their personalities, experiences, and talents—with the miraculous presence of the Holy Ghost
overshadowing them to keep them from error as they spoke or wrote things known or unknown to them.
3. The Bible is the very voice of God.
Deuteronomy 30:10 ‘If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his
commandments and his statutes which are written in this book of the law...’
If you desire to hear God’s voice then read the Bible. You do not need to look for visions, dreams, prophets,
priests, fortune-tellers, etc. All you need to do is look inside the Bible. Start reading the scriptures, not your
horoscope. Start listening to the Saviour in the scriptures, not the saints in the skies (e.g., visions and dreams).
The Bible is the voice of God!
4. The Bible is the truth.
Whilst praying to his Father for all who would believe in him, Jesus said the
following:
John 17:17 ‘Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.’
The Bible is the absolute truth! Therefore, if you desire truth, then you must get into the Bible. The Bible is
the rock on which we should build our families, nations, and lives. The Bible is the only sure foundation.
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5. The Bible is the perfect words of God
Psalm 12:6-7 ‘The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this
generation for ever.’
Psalm 19:7 ‘The law of the LORD is perfect...’
The perfection found in the King James Bible is a miracle of God. God used several human instruments to
write about countless controversial subjects. Few of these authors shared anything in common: they often
spoke different languages; lived at different times and in different locations; had different backgrounds and
occupations; and wrote in different styles. Yet, when you read the Bible, it is as if one author is writing a
continuous unfolding story. It never contradicts itself but rather builds up into a complementing and
completed book. That is truly amazing!
Think about it, if you were to ask several ‘experts’ to write a book about
the cause of any contemporary controversial subject, you would get
several different answers; yet the Bible agrees entirely and without
error.
The Bible has always been and will always be right about any subject
it speaks of, whether you are talking scientifically, historically,
prophetically, and so on. It is perfect! You cannot find any mistake
whatsoever in it, no matter how close you examine its contents. This is
truly amazing!
Now the reason the scriptures we have today are so perfect is because they come from a perfect God who
took upon himself to preserve his perfect words. God made sure that his original words were preserved by
multitudes of ancient manuscripts, so much so that the text is unquestionable to an honest inquirer. Evidence
upon evidence has stacked up that verifies beyond any doubt that we have the Bible exactly as God originally
gave it. Therefore, no matter how hard man may try to destroy it, the Bible still stands!
The Bible has been burned, ridiculed, hated, banned, and many such things. Yet, it has survived the test of
time. Now there is only one reason why this is so: It is because the Bible is in truth the eternal words of the
eternal God!
A famous French atheist named Voltaire once said,
‘My single hand shall destroy the edifice it took twelve apostles to rear.’ (Lockyer 133).

However, he passed away and the Bible marched on. The irony
of it all is, after his death, his old printing press (used to print
falsehoods against the Bible) was purchased by the Geneva
Bible Society and used to print Bibles.
Do what you will to the Bible. You can persecute it, ridicule it,
criticise it, ban it, ignore it, etc. But no matter what you do, it
will stand the test of time—for it is truly, the words of God.
Hammer away, ye hostile bands.
Your hammers break; God’s anvil stands!
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6. The Bible is the prophetic words of God.
Deuteronomy 18:17-22 ‘And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which
they have spoken. I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and
will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And
it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in
my name, I will require it of him. But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my
name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods,
even that prophet shall die. And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which
the LORD hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet
hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.’
Isaiah 46:9-10 ‘Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I
am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times
the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:’
John 13:19 ‘Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that
I am he.’
God prophesied the future to prove to all sincere and honest people that he is the one and only true God.
If you look and study this aspect of the Bible you will be amazed.
The Bible has more than 800 prophecies. The mathematical probability of these prophecies coming to pass
is less than 1 in 10 to the 895th power, and yet they come true.
There is no other religious book, textbook, science book, or literature anywhere that can even come close in
comparison to the Bible’s accuracy. Truly the Bible is a Book in its own category. It is God’s Book!
If you are an honest person you must admit there is something special about the Bible. The Bible specialises
in prophecy from the first book (Genesis) to the last book (Revelation).
There are literally hundreds of prophecies we could show you. The odds of these prophecies coming true are
so astronomical that it is hard to fathom. (See ending note for some examples of the prophecies).
In his book entitled ‘Science Speaks’, Peter Stoner, a mathematician and scientist, applied the rules of
probability to 48 of these prophecies. He tells us the chances of 48 prophecies being fulfilled are 1 in 10 to
the 157th power – that is 1 in 10 with 157 zeros!
Professor Stoner further explains the chances of any man fulfilling just eight prophecies regarding Christ,
are 1 in 10 to the 17th power. That number is hard to fathom, so let us give you an example of this:
If you take 10 to the 17th, fifty-cent pieces and lay them one metre all over the face of NSW; they
will cover all of NSW about a metre high. Mark one with a red dot, stir the mass thoroughly, then
blindfold a man, let him travel as far as he wants and give him one chance to pick up the marked
fifty-cent piece. Will he get it right? What is the chance he would pick up the correct fifty-cent piece?
It is just the same chance the prophets would have had of writing those eight prophecies and having
them all come true in any one man! (See Stoner, pgs. 109111, the state of Texas and silver dollars were used in his
example)

The odds are astronomical. Yet, the Bible prophesies so many
details about so many subjects and gets them right every single
time! To bet your soul against the Bible is utter foolishness.
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When a sincere seeking person picks up the Bible and begins to read it with an open heart the Holy Spirit
begins to magnify to them the beauty of the scriptures as they are either struck with the Bible’s peculiarity,
powerful statements, pricking words, and prophetic nature or they are disgusted with its content due to the
conviction (there is no middle ground when it comes to the Bible).
And that brings us to our last major point on the Bible.

HOW SHOULD WE REACT TO THE BIBLE?
1. We should get saved!
What does it mean to be saved? It means to be delivered.
Delivered from what? Delivered from being cast into the lake of fire!
According to the Bible, without Christ, the Son of God, we are sinners who deserve to die and burn in a lake
of fire forever and ever!
Romans 3:10 ‘As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:’
Romans 3:23 ‘For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;’
Isaiah 64:6 ‘But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.’
Revelation 21:7-8 ‘He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he
shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.’
When you read the previous passages it becomes clear that all of us are guilty and deserve to be cast into the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone. Yet there is mercy and pardon found in Christ (the Son of God).
Isaiah 55:6-7 ‘Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.’
The Bible is clear; you can find mercy. But the Bible is also clear, you cannot earn it on your own merit.
Titus 3:5-6 ‘Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;’
Mercy is God not giving us what we deserve. We deserve to be punished for our sins. But through the mercy
of God found in Jesus Christ, we can be saved from what we deserve.
The reason we can get mercy through Jesus Christ is because:
•

He is the perfect Son of God (1 John 5:20), who came down to this world and became sin for
us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

•

He took the punishment we deserve.

•

He paid the full debt for our sins by giving his life as a ransom for us (Matthew 20:28).
Lesson 2: The Bible
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Romans 5:8-9 ‘But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him.’
•

He became the propitiation for our sins (1 John 2:1-2).

•

He died for our sins, was buried, and then arose from the grave (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

•

He is now in heaven ever interceding on behalf of all those who will admit their guilt and need
of mercy, receiving him as their payment and Saviour (Hebrews 7:25).

God will save anyone who receives Christ, trusting in him alone for salvation.
John 1:12 ‘But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:’
You can be saved right now if you will receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your own personal Saviour.
Why not receive him right now? Why not cry out to God with a humble and contrite heart something like: ‘Lord
please be merciful to me a sinner, I now receive Jesus Christ as my Saviour and as the payment for my
sins.’
Romans 10:8-10, 13 ‘…The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is,
the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.... For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
So the first thing we need to do after we find out the Bible is the words of God is get saved! Then:
2. We should search the scriptures daily!
John 5:39 ‘Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.’
Isaiah 34:16 ‘Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read...’
The reason we should seek out of the book of the LORD and read is because the more we
read the more our faith grows.
Romans 10:17 ‘So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.’
So if you want to grow in faith then you must get into the Bible.
3. We should stand on the blessed promises and principles found in the scriptures.
That means we should:
•

Perform the words of God (live them).
Luke 6:45-46 ‘A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is
good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of
the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?’
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James 1:22 ‘But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.’
•

Pass the words of God to the next generation.
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 ‘And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up.’

•

Proclaim the words of God to the world.
2 Timothy 4:2 ‘Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all longsuffering and doctrine.’
Romans 10:14-15 ‘How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!’

•

Persist in the words of God no matter what may happen.
1 Corinthians 15:58 ‘Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.’

Now if you do these things you will grow and glow for the Lord Jesus Christ. You will truly be fulfilling
your purpose—bringing God pleasure!

CONCLUSION
The Bible is the words of God! The Bible is the most peculiar and
unique book in the world, because it is God’s Book.
The Bible perfect preserved words of God that are powerful
enough to change nations, lives, marriages, etc. for the better.
We say again, the Bible is the words of God! The Bible is ‘THUS
SAITH THE LORD!’
If you are a child of God, then the Bible should take top priority
in your life.
You cannot please God until you know what he desires of you, and you cannot know what he desires of you
unless you read his word. So start reading today!
The Gospel of John is a good place for you to begin your daily reading. Once you have completed the book
of John, you should read from Matthew (the first book of the New Testament) through Revelation (the last
book of the Bible).
After you have completed reading the New Testament, read from Genesis (the first book of the Bible)
through Malachi (the last book of the Old Testament). At that point, you will have read your Bible all the
way through. And then…do it again!
This worthy accomplishment will help you grow and find true joy!
A wise man once said, ‘Young men, my advice to you is that you cultivate an acquaintance with, and a
firm belief in, the Holy Scriptures.’
Lesson 2: The Bible
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ENDING NOTE:
Some of the prophecies found in the Bible include the following:
•

In Micah 5:1-2; Isaiah 53; Psalm 22; Psalm 16:10; Zechariah 12-14 etc. (written hundreds to
thousands of years beforehand) the Bible prophesies in exact detail the birth, life, death,
resurrection, and return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

•

In Ezekiel 29:1-2, 15 (written around 588 B.C.), the Bible prophesied that Egypt would be
diminished as a world leader, never to return to world dominance again. This is as true today
as it has been for more than 2,000 years! Why?! Because God said it would be so!

•

In Matthew 24:1-2, God prophesied the Temple would be completely destroyed. This was
prophesied by Christ around 33 A.D., and was fulfilled to exact detail in 70 A.D.

•

In Deuteronomy 4:25-31 and many other passages, the Bible prophesied Israel would be
persecuted and driven into the nations of the world. That happened just as the scriptures
predicted.

•

In Jeremiah 30:1-3 and many other passages that were written by God over 2,000 years ago
(e.g. Isaiah 11:11-12; Ezekiel 36:21-24; 37:1-14, 21; etc.) the Bible prophesied Israel would be
gathered into their nation again. That was fulfilled in 1948—it was a miracle of God!

•

In Zechariah 14:1-2 and many other passages, God prophesied the world would become more
anti-Semitic and eventually attack Israel in order to take away her land and divide Jerusalem in
half.
This is coming to pass! Open your eyes and ears and you will see the world’s growing hatred
for Israel as their desire to divide Jerusalem increases.

•

In Joel 3 and many other passages (e.g. Isaiah 49; Zechariah 12-14; etc.), God prophesied that
he would one day arise and fight for Israel, giving them the victory over their enemies.
Thus, no matter how much the world persecutes those Jews, the world will never destroy them.
Israelites have been some of the most persecuted people in the world, and the worse is yet to
come—yet, they will endure forever. Why?! The answer could only be because God said so
(Isaiah 43)!

•

In Matthew 24:3-12 and many other passages (e.g. Luke 17:17-30; 1 Timothy 4:1-3;
2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:1-4), the Bible describes the society of the last days in exact detail as we
find it today.

•

In Amos 8:11 the Bible prophesies there will be a famine of hearing the words of God.
This is exactly what you find today. In most modern churches you have a lot of singing and
sharing going on by a bunch of performers, but you have very little true preaching by preachers.
The Church is becoming more and more focused on pleasing the masses instead of pleasing her
Master! She is becoming weak, worldly, and worthless, just as the Bible said it would! Again,
the Bible is right on the money!
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•

In Revelation 6:1-2 and Daniel 8:23-25, the Bible tells us of a world leader who will arise and
take over the world by bringing in a false peace and prosperity.

•

In Daniel 9:24-27, the Bible predicts the future one-world leader will sign a seven-year
covenant with Israel.
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•

In Revelation 13:16-18, the Bible predicts the one-world leader will create a non-paper, global
monetary system.

•

In Revelation 11:1-2; Matthew 24:15; Daniel 9:27; and 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, the Bible tells
us the Temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt, and the future one-world leader will sit in that
Temple claiming to be god.
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INTRODUCTION
In our last lesson we established very clearly that the Bible is the words of God! We then went on to tell you
that because it is the words of God, you should submit to it, be saved, search it, study it, stand up for it, and
share it with the next generation.
Now in this lesson we shall see what the Bible says about the creation of the world.
We will avoid what the Bible calls ‘profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:
Which some professing have erred concerning the faith’ (1 Timothy 6:20-21). And stick to ‘Thus saith the
Lord’!
Our desire will be to study truth, not tall tales. Thus, we will leave all the self-deceived fools to themselves
and turn to the unadulterated truth—the Holy Bible!
Some may mock the Bible and try to dismiss it; but the Bible ignores all their foolish talk and simply states
the facts and leaves the fools (whether educated or uneducated) to their own devices. For the Bible knows
their problem, their problem is sin.
Psalm 14:1 ‘The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have
done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.’

Having said that, let us get stuck into the Bible by looking at the creation of the Universe.
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THE FIRST DAY OF CREATION

Genesis 1:1 ‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.’
In this very first verse of the Bible, the Holy Ghost attacks the favourite philosophies or religions of mankind
without apologies to anyone. That one verse attacks the religions of Atheism, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Pantheism, Humanism, the idea of matter being eternal, worshipping of mother nature, etc. and then
introduces us to Father God! What a Book! What a God! What a Saviour!
Now look at the next verse found in the Bible:
Genesis 1:2 ‘And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.’
So when God first created the heaven and the earth, the earth did not have any form, there was nothing in it,
and there was darkness. That seems to indicate that the earth was a dark watery mass.
Now the reason the earth was without form was because God had not formed or shaped its topography yet;
and it was void because God had not yet put anything in it.
The reason there was darkness upon the face of the deep was because the deep was under the feet of God,
and darkness is under God’s feet.
2 Samuel 22:7-12 ‘In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did
hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears. Then the earth shook and
trembled; the foundations of heaven moved and shook, because he was wroth. There went up a
smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. He bowed
the heavens also, and came down; and darkness was under his feet. And he rode upon a cherub,
and did fly: and he was seen upon the wings of the wind. And he made darkness pavilions round
about him, dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies.’
Psalm 18:9 ‘He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet.’
Alright, so we say again, in the beginning the earth was a formless, watery, muddy, dark mass, that was void
of life!
These truths show us:
1. God is above and outside of the Earth. He is not a part of the Earth, but rather he is its Creator!
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2. Without God there is no form, light, or life. It is in him we live, and move, and have our being. He holds
our very life, and without him we would die and enter eternal darkness!
Alright, now let us continue by looking at the next few verses found in the Bible:
Genesis 1:3-5 ‘And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light,
that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.’
From that passage, we see that light appeared on the first day of creation. This does not mean light was
created on this day, but rather light was brought to the Earth on this day.
This light is not from the sun. We know that because at this point in creation the sun had not been made yet.
This light is something beyond the sun and independent of the sun. This light is special. So where did this
light come from? Well, let us look at the Bible to get an idea:
1 John 1:5 ‘This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.’
The light which God allowed to shine on the first day of creation was the light which came from him.
This again shows us that all light and life come from God, not ourselves or ‘mother nature’.
Let us now continue to the next day of creation.
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THE SECOND DAY OF CREATION

Genesis 1:6-8 ‘And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it
divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which
were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. And
God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.’
On the second day of creation God made a firmament that he called Heaven. Now when we read Genesis
1:14-19, we find that the sun, moon, and stars were placed in the firmament. At this point it is worth
mentioning that the Bible tells us there are three heavens.
1. The first heaven is where the birds fly (Jeremiah 15:3; Acts 1:8-12;
Revelation 19:17).
2. The second heaven is where the sun, moon, stars, and planets hang
(Genesis 1).
3. The third heaven is where God resides (2 Corinthians 12:1-4).
Now we come to the third day of creation.
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THE THIRD DAY OF CREATION

Genesis 1:9-13 ‘And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one
place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the
gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. And God said,
Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his
kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his
kind: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the third day.’
On the third day of creation God separated the land from the water and then created the grass and trees upon
the dry land. Now notice that when God first made the trees they already had fruit on them. If you looked at
those brand-new trees, you would have thought they were many years old, when in reality, they were literally
just made. So creation had an apparent age built into it. Now that is important to know when you consider
the age of the earth according to ‘science falsely so called’.
Now why do you think God did that? Did he create an apparent age just to allow the self-deceived fool to
destroy himself? Maybe (see 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12). But I do not think that was the real reason for God
giving the earth an apparent age. Rather, I believe the real reason for God giving the earth an apparent age
was for the benefit and blessing of mankind.
For instance, God knew that the newly created man and animals would need something to eat and thus God
in his grace made trees with fruit already on them. You see, before there was a man, God in his grace was
looking out for him. Everything about creation shows that God is concerned and cares for his creation. He
loves us! He blesses us! He provides for us before we even know our needs! He makes his sun to shine upon
the just and the unjust. He is a great and merciful God! What an amazing God! How great is our God!
Now something else to think about is that God did all of this through his words! God’s words are so powerful.
His words are sure, steadfast, supplying, and strong. He is a mighty King who has great authority when he
speaks. We would do well to take great heed and thank him for his precious, powerful, and providing words.
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THE FOURTH DAY OF CREATION

Genesis 1:14-19 ‘And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide
the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And
let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.
And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the
night: he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light
upon the earth, And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.’
In this passage, we see that God placed great lights in the firmament. Those lights were the sun, moon, and
stars.
Those lights were given for three main purposes:
1. To give light for God’s creation;
2. To divide the night from day; and
3. To be for signs and seasons.
Some of the things we learn from these truths are:
A. God is wise and wonderful!
God made the sun, moon, and stars to benefit his creation! That would of necessity mean that when those
lights were first made that God made the light from those great lights to have already reached the Earth the
very moment they were created. Mankind, animals, plants, etc. did not have to wait millions of years for the
light to make it to the earth; God had the light already at earth when they were first made, just like he had
the trees have fruit on them when they were first made.
B. God desires his creation to walk in light, not darkness.
1 John 1:6-7 ‘If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and
do not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.’
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C. There is light to guide us in every season of life! Thank God for the Light!
D. The sun, moon, and stars are signs to teach us about Christ and his glory!
Psalm 19:1-8 ‘The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no
speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Which is as
a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going
forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid
from the heat thereof. The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart:
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.’
Everything in creation can teach us spiritual lessons for they all point towards their Creator. Think of the
heavens themselves and their vastness. Think of the stars and their glitter and glamour. Think of the Southern
Cross which reminds us of the five bleeding wounds our Lord Jesus suffered for us.
Think about the sun for a minute and consider how it reminds us of Christ:
•

Nothing can be hid from its heat.

•

It is powerful.

•

It causes life to spring up when it arises.

•

It moves from east to west.

•

When it is near there is great light, but as it moves away the darkness sets in.

•

It can make you feel better physically, emotionally, and mentally.

•

Everything in the world looks dim compared to it, and yet when it is around, it makes everything
in the world brighter.

•

The moon (which is a picture of the Church) gets its light from the sun.

•

If the earth gets between the sun and the moon you have an eclipse, you get darkness. If
Christians let the world get between them and the Lord then the world becomes dark.

•

It produces blessings if you are prepared for it, and burnings if you are not prepared for it, etc.

Oh’ what wonder of wonders our God does! It is truly amazing how all of creation points to the Creator.
Mankind is truly without excuse if they neglect to take heed to the words of God!
Romans 1:20 ‘For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are without excuse:’
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THE FIFTH DAY OF CREATION

Genesis 1:20-23 ‘And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature
that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. And God
created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth
abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let
fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.’
On the fifth day God created life in the water and fowl in the heaven; and then he blessed them. From that
truth we learn that if we are going to follow the Lord then we must also be a blessing to all of creation,
including the animals. We are not to be mean and unconcerned about the welfare of creation. No! We are to
be good stewards of what God has given us.
Proverbs 12:10 ‘A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the
wicked are cruel.’
That verse is clear, we are to regard the life of our beast. That means we should take care of them and
consider how our actions affect their life. However, let me hasten to say, that does not mean that we are to
worship animals or put them over and above human beings. Thus, let us be good stewards of God’s creation,
but let us not be worshippers of God’s creation! May God help us all to stay balanced on this great truth!
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THE SIXTH DAY OF CREATION

Genesis 1:24-25 ‘And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind,
cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the
beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon
the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.’
On the sixth day, God created all the different kinds of land animals, including the dinosaurs (the word
‘dinosaur’ means ‘fearfully great lizard’).
Now some will have a hard time accepting that God made dinosaurs on the sixth day of creation, but it is the
truth.
According to most scientists dinosaurs were reptilian-like creatures. That means that they, like all reptiles,
were indeterminate growers; which simply means they had the capacity for unlimited growth. Now when
we consider that in the original creation, everything was good including the environment, and thus everything
lived longer and grew bigger due to the environment being so conducive for life (e.g. having more oxygen
in the atmosphere, purer air, an unlimited food source, an all-around better environment, etc.), we can begin
to see how these fossilized lizards known as dinosaurs, were so large. As a matter of fact, we can begin to
see that just maybe, the so-called dinosaurs (those fearfully great lizards) are actually around today, just not
so fearfully great anymore. Stop and think for a minute what a huge frill-necked lizard, komodo dragon,
perentie, salt-water crocodile, etc. would look like? Would they not look like fearfully great lizards
(dinosaurs)?
Thus we say to you that yes God made dinosaurs on the sixth day and that most of the so-called dinosaurs
are probably around today, just smaller due to the environmental changes which have taken place. Whilst
other dinosaurs were hunted out or became extinct due to the sins of mankind, as the following passage
teaches.
Hosea 4:2-3 ‘By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they
break out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth
therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes
of the sea also shall be taken away.’
So on the sixth day of creation, God created a wonderful array of land animals, including the dinosaurs.
What a feat!

Lesson 3: Creation

35

Yet, that was not the end of God’s creative work on the sixth day, for look at the next passage.
Genesis 1:26-28 ‘And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.’
After God created the animals, God created the first man and woman. That man’s name was Adam. Adam
was the first man upon the earth, whilst Eve was the first woman. It is from those two that every human
being can trace their lineage back to (see Note 2 and 3 in Ending Notes).
1 Corinthians 15:45 ‘And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; …’
Genesis 5:2 ‘Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name
Adam, in the day when they were created.’
Genesis 3:20 ‘And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all
living.’
When God made man, he made his body out of the dirt and then breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.
Genesis 2:7 ‘And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.’
It is from those truths we learn at least three things:
1. Man in his natural state is an animated dirt ball! We need to
remember that the next time we start thinking too highly of
ourselves!
2. Mankind is more than just an animated dirt ball. God breathed into his nostrils and man became a living
soul. That means that man is an eternal being. He has an eternal soul. Thus, every person will spend
eternity somewhere.
3. All life comes from God. Our breath belongs to God!
Acts 17:24-28 ‘God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And
hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek
the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one
of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are also his offspring.’
Now after God made the first man—Adam, he decided to make the first woman. Her name would become
Eve. Look at the next passage:
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Genesis 2:21-22 ‘And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:
and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.’
It is from the above passage the we learn that:
1. God is a great designer. God designed the rib in such a
way that it has a remarkable ability to regenerate bone,
perhaps more so than any other bone!
2. God is a great physician. God was the first one to put someone to sleep in order to operate on them. As
a matter of fact, the man who invented the use of chloroform in surgery, the surgeon and obstetrician,
Dr. James Simpson, got the idea from the Bible.
3. God is a great illustrator.
a. God made woman from man’s rib, next to his heart,
to illustrate the fact that man is to protect, love, and
cherish the woman. You see, God did not make
woman from under man’s feet to be stepped on and
walked all over by man. Nor did God make woman
from man’s head to lord over him as his boss. NO!
God made her from his rib next to his heart!
b. When God put Adam to sleep the sleep was actually something more than an anesthetised
state to prevent pain. The word ‘sleep’ in the Bible is sometimes a reference to death. Thus,
the first Adam was put to sleep in order to get his wife just like the second Adam—Jesus
Christ, was put to sleep (death) to get his wife—the Church (2 Corinthians 11:2;
Ephesians 5:30). Note: We will talk more on this later.
What a book! What a God!
So God made the first man out of dust and the first woman out of the first man’s rib. When God did this he
made them fully-grown and fully complete in his own image.
Genesis 1:26-27 ‘And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.’
That truth means mankind was created as a triune being just like God, with a spirit, soul, and body
(see 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and Hebrews 4:12 for scriptural proof of this).
Thus, man is not just a material being, but he is a spiritual being that will live somewhere forever. As a
matter of fact, the body is only the shell that holds the real person (the part with intellectual, emotional, and
spiritual abilities). That is why when the body dies, the real you, the spiritual you, continues throughout the
ages; and that is the way it has been from the beginning.
In the very beginning mankind could reason, love, experience happiness, make decisions based upon logical
coherent reasoning, etc.
Mankind was not created as a noisy brute that was half monkey and half man. Nor was mankind created as
a robot without free will. Rather man was created as a special creature of God with an eternal spirit and soul
who was given the great privilege to choose to love and serve God!
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THE SEVENTH DAY OF CREATION

Genesis 2:1-3 ‘Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And
on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.’
The week of creation ended with God putting his blessing upon it. When God finished creating the world:
•

It was very good.

•

There was no sin.

•

There was no sickness, sorrow, suffering, or crying.

•

There were no genetic mistakes.

•

There were no thorns.

•

The environment was perfect.

•

There was no pollution.

•

The vegetation and atmosphere were very different compared to now.

•

All of creation lived in perfect harmony.

•

There was no death.

•

Man was in perfect harmony with creation, himself, his wife, and his God.

•

Man walked and talked with God in the cool of the day as friend with friend.

It would have been wonderful to live in that kind of place. Sadly, it is not that way now.
Romans 8:22 ‘For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together
until now.’
Right now, the world is full of pain, suffering, crying, and dying. The question is, ‘why’? Well, that is what
our next lesson will deal with.
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ENDING NOTES
(SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ANSWERED)
NOTE 1: THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION WERE LITERAL TWENTY-FOUR-HOUR DAYS
The ways we know the six days of creation were literal twenty-four-hour days are by:
•

The context deems the creation days to be literal days. We read over and over again, ‘the
evening and the morning were the...’ This is always literal in the Bible.

•

The fact that if the creation days were long ages, half of the age would be dark (the evening),
and the other half would be light (the morning). This would mean you would have thousands
of years with darkness each day. This would kill any life form. Therefore, the creation days
could not be anything but twenty-four-hour days.

•

The fact that in Genesis 1:14-19 we are given the exact meaning of the word ‘day’ and it is a
reference to a twenty-four-hour day.

•

The fact that our calendar week is based on the creation week, and the days of the week are
literal twenty-four-hour days. Exodus 20:8-11 makes it clear the days of creation were literal
days.

•

The fact that in Matthew 19:4 Jesus told us a man and woman were created from the beginning.
Thus, humans were not created many years after the so-called ‘big bang’; rather, they were
created from the beginning on the sixth twenty-four-hour day. If you say those days were not
literal days you are calling Jesus Christ a liar. Now remember, he was the One creating, and
thus he would know better than you or anyone else for that matter.
Romans 3:4 ‘God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou
mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.’

When considering this subject we remind you to ‘avoid profane and vain babblings and oppositions of
science falsely so called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith’ (1 Timothy 6:20-21).
Someone may say, ‘But hasn’t science proven the Earth is billions of years old?’
No! Science has never proven the Earth is millions much less billions of years old. In a book called, ‘The
Biblical Basis for Modern Science’, you can find a list of over sixty world-wide processes that indicate an
age for the earth (and even the universe) far less than the billions of years demanded by evolutionists.
NOTE 2: ALL HUMANS COME FROM ADAM AND EVE
Many scientists have now succumbed to the idea that all humans came from one man and one woman just
like the Bible says:
‘It makes us realize that all human beings, despite differences in external appearances, are really members
of a single entity that’s had a very recent origin in one place. There is a kind of biological brotherhood
that’s much more profound than we ever realized.
[Scientists] …trained in molecular biology....looked at an international assortment of genes and picked
up a trial of DNA that led them to a single woman from whom we all descended.’ (Gould, 46-52)

An article in TIME Magazine went on to say there was scientific evidence that proved:
‘….there was an ancestral Adam, whose genetic material on the chromosome is common to every man
now on earth.’
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NOTE 3: THE FIRST SIBLINGS MARRIED EACH OTHER
When people read the Bible, they often think Adam and Eve only had three sons (Cain, Abel, and Seth).
However, they actually had much more than that.
Genesis 5:4 ‘And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and
he begat sons and daughters:’
Adam and Eve had a heap of children. And in the beginning, these children would have married each other.
Someone may say, ‘But wouldn’t that cause physical deformities?’ No, not at first. As a matter of fact, all
throughout mankind’s history (even in modern history) close relatives have married without any known
deformities.
Plus, remember that physical problems resulting from inter-family marriages are caused due to the children
inheriting the same genetic mistake from each parent. The closer the parents are in genetic relationship, the
more likely both parents will have the same genetic mistakes and thus pass them on to their offspring.
When God made Adam and Eve, they were made with perfect genetic material. Their genes were not corrupt
until they sinned. Once they sinned, their genes began to deteriorate due to the effects of the corruption that
entered the world. However, the effects of the corruption on their genes would have been minor in
comparison to the succeeding generations with almost a nil chance of producing any offspring with major
deformities. As time went on the corruption in the world would have multiplied with each succeeding
generation causing the gene pool to be more corrupted. Thus, by the time of Moses’ generation, degenerative
mistakes would have accumulated to such an extent in the human race, due to sin, that God had to bring in
laws forbidding a brother and sister (or close relatives) from marrying (Leviticus 18–20). And this is why
you and I know it is wrong to marry close relations, because the Bible says so!
Now, for the naturalistic thinker who does not accept this explanation, I want to ask you a few questions:
1. What did the first reproductive cell mate with?
2. How did the first sexual mammal come into being?
3. Why did it come into being?
4. How long did it need to wait for a counter part?
5. What are the odds of a male and a female evolving at the same time?
6. Whom did the first human mate with?
7. Whom did the first human siblings mate with?
8. How do you know?
9. Are you sure?
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INTRODUCTION
In our last lesson on Biblical Christianity Explained we ended by discussing how the world was like when
God first created it. We then briefly discussed how it is now, and then asked the question ‘why?’.
That is what this lesson is about. In this lesson we are going to scripturally examine why this world is like it
is now—corrupted. Now in order to do this, we will cover and study:
•

The test our first parents (Adam and Eve) were given,

•

The tempter who deceived Eve,

•

The trick the tempter used, and

•

The troublesome results of Adam and Eve failing the test.

So let us begin:
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I. THE TEST
After God made man, God placed him in a garden to labour and
live in. A garden that had everything man could ever desire.
Genesis 2:8-9 ‘And the LORD God planted a garden
eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had
formed. And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the
tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.’
Genesis 2:15-17 ‘And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to
dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.’
God placed Adam and Eve in the garden with two trees in it from which they could choose to eat. If they
chose one tree (the tree of life), it would be an act of obedience through love which would result in eternal
life. But if they chose the other tree (the tree of knowledge of good and evil), it would be an act of rebellion
which would result in death. And it was that ability to choose that made them truly human and not a machine.
God is a good God who desires people to love him, not be made to love him. And so he always gives mankind
a choice. God always allows every human to choose—either to love him or reject him. Will you love and
serve him as your God, or will you reject him so that you can be your own god and make up your own rules?
What will you do? What did Adam and Eve do? That brings us to our next point.

II. THE TEMPTER
Genesis 3:1 ‘Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’
In Genesis 3:1, we are introduced for the first time to a character called ‘the
serpent’. To find out who the serpent is, let us look at another scripture.
Revelation 20:2 ‘And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,’
The serpent is the Devil. The Devil was originally created as the anointed cherub that surrounded the throne of
God bringing glory and honour to God through music. Yet he became proud and arrogant and determined that
he wanted to be like the most High. He wanted to be God! Thus, he rebelled against his Maker and coerced an
array of God’s angels to follow him in his rebellion (angels are spiritual beings that God made to minister to
mankind). Due to the Devil’s rebellion God kicked him out of heaven to allow him to tempt Adam and Eve to
see if they would follow him or not (Isaiah 14:1-15 and Ezekiel 28:1-19). This was allowed by God for the
same reason God put two trees in the garden, to test man to see if Adam and Eve would follow God or their
own heart.
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Alright, so the serpent (the Devil) comes to Eve in order to tempt her. Now I wonder what he looked like.
Well, it is interesting to note that many, if not all, evolutionary scientists believe that snakes at one time had
legs, but somewhere sometime way back, they lost them. Now if the Devil came to Eve as a snake then this
would of course line up with the Bible. Yet, I do not necessarily think that the Devil came to Eve as a literal
snake. The Bible actually says ‘the serpent…said unto the woman…’ That may be God telling you that the
Devil inhabited a serpent or it may be God telling you who came to Eve, the serpent—the Devil. Notice in
Genesis that it did not call him Satan but rather the serpent. So though it is very possible that Satan inhabited
himself into a literal snake and with everything being new to Eve, she would not have been surprised by a
literal serpent talking with her. Yet it is also true that THE SERPENT (notice the definite article ‘the’) came
to her in a different form.
It is actually very possible that the Devil, who is the old serpent, did not appear as a serpent/snake to the
woman, but rather as an angel of light. We say that because the Bible tells us that the Devil transforms
himself into an angel of light in order to deceive people. Look at the passage below.
2 Corinthians 11:13-14 ‘For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers
of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.’
So it is very possible that the Devil (the old serpent) appeared to Eve as an angel of light. Now if that is true,
then the next logical question would be ‘what does an angel of light look like?’ To answer that question, we
will look at a couple of the many passages that deal with this.
Hebrews 13:2 ‘Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares.’
According to Hebrews 13:2, you can be entertaining angels and think you are simply entertaining another
person. Look at the next passage.
Genesis 19:1-5 ‘And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of
Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward
the ground; And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house,
and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they
said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. And he pressed upon them greatly; and they
turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake
unleavened bread, and they did eat. But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men
of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:
And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night?
bring them out unto us, that we may know them.’
Genesis 19 makes it clear that when angels appear to people, they do not look any different than any other
person. Thus angels are normally mistaken as normal men.
Therefore it is possible that when the Devil appeared to Eve in the garden, he may have appeared as a serpent
or he may have appeared as a normal man. The Bible seems to be open to both interpretations. So we cannot
be dogmatic. However, we can be dogmatic that no matter how he appeared, he was very subtle with his
words, works, and ways. And Eve was about to be faced with a choice, to succumb to his trickery or to stand
fast in the truth.
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III. THE TRICK
Let us now study the trick that Satan used against Adam and Eve.
Genesis 3:1 ‘Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the
field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’
Notice that the first thing Satan does is try to cast doubt on the words of God
by saying, ‘Yea, hath God said...?’ The Devil hates the Bible and will try
his best to get you to doubt the very foundation of Christianity—the words
of God! So his first trick was to try to get Eve to not bow to the authority of
the word of God. He wanted her to bow to her own understanding above the
scriptures. This is the same trick the Devil uses today. Do not be fooled by
this tactic.
Let us see how Eve responded:
Genesis 3:2-3 ‘And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of
the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.’
Notice that Eve said God told them they were neither to eat of the tree, nor to touch it. Is she telling the truth?
Let us look and see what God actually said:
Genesis 2:17 ‘But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.’
God did not command them to not touch the tree, but rather to not eat of it.
Eve added to the words of God. This is what started her down a path of no return. She began to mess with
God’s words. That is a very dangerous path. It is so crucial to not mess with God’s words. That is why we
are told three times in the scriptures not to add or take away from the scriptures.
Deuteronomy 4:2 ‘Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I
command you.’
Proverbs 30:5-6 ‘Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in
him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.’
Revelation 22:18-19 ‘For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book.’
God places great value on his words. It is sad that most do not put as much value on his words as God does.
And this is what gets us in trouble, just like it did Eve.
Once Eve began to change the scriptures, Satan knew he had her right where he wanted her. And so he
continues his attack.

46

Lesson 4: Suffering

Genesis 3:4-5 ‘And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.’
Notice that he appealed to Eve’s pride and told her that if they ate of the tree of knowledge, they would be
as gods knowing good and evil.
Further, notice how deceptive he was. He told them a lot of truth, yet not all the truth, only part of the truth,
and even what truth he told them was mixed with error. For instance, he was telling them the truth when he
told them they would be ‘as gods knowing good and evil’ for they would be as ‘gods’ (lowercase ‘g’).
However, he did not tell them the rest of the story, the price they would pay for being ‘gods knowing good
and evil’. He did not tell them that judgement would come quick and hard upon them. He did not mention
to them Psalm 82:6-7.
Psalm 82:6-7 ‘I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. But ye
shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.’
Before we leave this trick of the devil, notice how subtle he was. Everything he said was true except
for one word, the word ‘not’. Wow, what subtilty, what craftiness. The Devil came to Eve disguised
as a good, charismatic, intelligent, and nice creature that seemingly cared about her wellbeing not
wanting religion or God to keep her from enjoying life. And then, he only adds one word to the
command of God; the word ‘not’! Ah’ how subtle a creature he is. Dear soul, you better be careful
when someone comes to you trying to get you to turn from the ‘shackles of your Biblical upbringing’,
the Devil may be using them. Oh’ be careful when someone attacks the Bible, even if it is a little bit!
Be careful when someone tries to bring a little bit of doubt to your mind! Be careful when someone
comes to you saying such things as ‘you need to be a bit more open minded. Stop being so dogmatic
about everything. Don’t you want to enjoy life? Look at all the fun you are missing. Why would you
let your parent’s religion, that religion that comes from an old fairy tale of a book keep you from
having fun? Come on, just try it once. You have been to protected all your life. Come out with us and
experience what the real world is like. You never know to you look, till you try, till you come. Come
on, you don’t have to drink, just come hang out with us. Etc.’ BE CAREFUL!!! What will that
knowledge cost you? Are you willing to throw away what you have for what you think you may get?
BE CAREFUL!!
This is why the scriptures tell us:
1 Peter 5:8 ‘Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour:’
You better be careful, watchful, and vigilant, lest he devour you!
Will you succumb to the tricks of the Serpent or will you stand on the truth
of the Scriptures? What will Eve do? What will Adam do? Will they
succumb or will they stand fast in the words of God?
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IV. THE TROUBLE BEGINS FOR THEY FAIL THE TEST
THEY REBEL
Genesis 3:6 ‘And when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto
her husband with her; and he did eat.’
The results were terrible.
Adam and Eve chose to rebel against their Maker. Adam and Eve rebelled
against their Maker. They chose their own selfish desires over the spoken words of God. They chose to
ignore God’s way for their own way, thinking they knew better than God. But oh’ how wrong they were. As
a matter of fact, instead of satisfaction they found shame and suffering. On
that very day, Adam and Eve died. Their innocence died; their purity died;
their spirit died, their confidence died. This act of rebellion is how shame
and suffering entered into the world. Shave and suffering were a direct result
of man choosing himself over God!
The sad thing is that everyone of us have continued this trend of rebelling
against God and his words for the exact same reason, we think we know better; and this is the reason of why
there is shame and suffering in the world today.
As we look around us, it is evident that the majority of people have chosen to ignore God’s laws laid out in
his words and follow their own ways. People, as a whole, want to be their own god or they want a god after
their own making, just like Adam and Eve. They reject the God of the Bible and choose themselves.
Thus, to a degree, God has allowed us to ‘have it our way’. We the people as a whole have made this world
what it is. Our pride, greed, lust, covetousness, and rebellion towards God are destroying this world and the
people in it. Our actions have filled the world with diseases, depression, debt, and death.
That is why we read the following verses in the Bible:
Psalm 106:39 ‘Thus were they defiled with their own works...with their own inventions.’
(E.g. nuclear weapons, drugs, certain man-made chemicals, etc.)
Deuteronomy 32:5 ‘They have corrupted themselves…’
Isaiah 3:9-11 ‘...they have rewarded evil unto themselves... the fruit of their doings...’
It is very clear from the scriptures that this world is what we have made it. We have reaped what we have
sown. We have sown rebellion and reaped ruin. We, like Adam and Eve, have chosen our way and reaped
our shame and sorrow. Sin always causes shame and sorrow!
Galatians 6:7 ‘Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap.’
This world is in shambles, and it is this way due to man’s sins. Man’s polluted
heart is the root cause of a polluted world.
Now what happens next in the beginning of man’s history is exactly what
happens now.
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Adam and Eve sinned, and their sin brought suffering, sadness, separation from true Life, and spiritual
disaster! Then what do they do?! Do they run to the One who can help them?! No, they do exactly what each
of us have done at one time or another!
THEY HIDE
Genesis 3:7-8 ‘And the eyes of them both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and
made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the
trees of the garden.’
Instead of confessing their sin and getting right with God, they hid from
God and tried to cover up their mistake.
In the text Adam and Eve hid behind fig leaves. In the Bible fig leaves are a picture of pride and selfrighteousness!
You know nothing has changed since our first parents rebelled against God. Humans still try to cover up
their sins and hide from God! They hide behind their music, movies, machines, manliness, materialism,
medicines, money, mates, makeup, and their majors (education)! They try every way they can to get away
from God! You know why? Fear and pride!
However, God in his mercy does not give up on them!
GOD GIVES THEM A CHANCE TO CONFESS
Genesis 3:9-10 ‘And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him,
Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself.’
There is no doubt God knew where Adam was (Proverbs 15:3). God was simply
asking the question to give Adam a chance to repent. But did he repent? No! He
and Eve began to do what sinners do today! They played the blame game!
THEY BLAMED GOD, OTHERS, AND THE DEVIL
•

Adam blamed the woman and God.
Genesis 3:11-12 ‘And he said, Who told
thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that
thou shouldest not eat? And the man said,
The woman whom thou gavest to be with
me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.’

People do that today by blaming their family, friends, community, teachers, government, genes,
chromosomes, etc.
Instead of repenting, people say such things as:
•

‘I can’t help it, I was born this way.’
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•

‘I can’t help it, I’m like this because of the way I was raised.’

•

‘I can’t help it, if you grew up where I grew up, you would be like I am too.’

•

‘I really am a good person; I just started hanging around the wrong crowd.’

•

‘If God didn’t want us using that, then why did he put it on the earth?’

•

‘I wouldn’t have done that if he/she wouldn’t have….’

•

‘I can’t help it, I have a disorder/disease.’ etc.

People use all kinds of excuses for their sins. Instead of admitting they did wrong, they point their finger at
others or God. When that fails to work, they do what the woman did.
•

The woman blamed the Devil with the excuse: ‘The devil made me do it.’
Genesis 3:13 ‘And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?
And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.’

People use this excuse when they say such things as:
•

‘The temptation was just too strong.’

•

‘There are just too many temptations in the world.’

•

‘I wasn’t myself then, something just came over me and I lost control.’

•

‘That music, movies, video games, etc. caused me to do it.’

Adam and Eve sinned and refused to get right, thus God was left with no other choice but to judge them.
THEY ARE JUDGED
Genesis 3:16-19 ‘Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and
he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of
which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is
the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.’
Genesis 3:23-24 ‘Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the
ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the
tree of life.’
Adam and Eve had no excuse for their sin. Adam and Eve walked and talked with God daily. They should
have known better; and so God judges them strongly, for to whom much is given, much is required.
From that horrible day forth, everything was changed. Their minds became corrupted (knowing good and
evil), their bodies were corrupted, their spirits were corrupted, their environment was corrupted, their
relationship with each other was corrupted, and their fellowship with God was corrupted.
Remember, all of this happened due to man’s rebellion toward God. This was a direct result of man choosing
himself over God. Man’s sin caused the separation between man and God.
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Isaiah 59:1-2 ‘Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear
heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.’
Adam and Eve deserved to be judged to the utmost, however…
GOD SHOWS MERCY
1. God showed Adam and Eve mercy by driving them out of the garden of Eden
lest they should take of the fruit of the tree of life and live forever with a
degenerated wicked mind and spirit.
If God did not drive them out of the garden then the world would be full of
deceptive dogs living forever. Thank God for his mercy!
2. God showed them mercy by providing a covering for their immediate problem.
Genesis 3:21 ‘Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and
clothed them.’
Before Adam and Eve sinned they only knew good. They were more innocent and pure in their minds
than little children are today. Evil never entered into their minds before sin, for there was not any evil to
know.
However, after they sinned, their minds became corrupted with wicked imaginations (knowing evil).
Thus, when they realised they were naked, they became shameful and started thinking evil thoughts. This
would have caused many mental problems. But God in his mercy, showed man how he could live in a
corrupt world with corrupt minds, and yet have the least amount of damage to his mind as possible—by
staying clothed and avoiding lust. Oh’ how the world should heed this truth, for when the world rejects
this truth and parades and praises nakedness the mental and criminal problems escalate. Let us praise
God for the mercy of giving us the knowledge that we need to be clothed; and let us take heed!
3. God showed mercy to Adam and Eve by giving them a hope to cling to. That hope was a future victory
over sin and Satan through the promised Seed.
Genesis 3:14-15 ‘And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou
art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.’
The Seed of the woman was to be a man miraculously born of a virgin that was to be mighty enough to bring
victory, and yet man enough to suffer bruising whilst defeating the Devil. Of course we now know from
historical facts that the mighty miracle-working Seed was and is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ—the
second person in the Godhead. He is the One who was born of a virgin. He is the One who came to bring
victory over death, hell, and the grave. He is the One who destroyed him that had the power of death
(Hebrews 2:14). He is the One who was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities
(Isaiah 53). He is the One who loved us so much that he gave his life that we might have life and might have
it more abundantly! Jesus is the Lamb of God who died on the cross for our sins.
4. God showed mercy to Adam and Eve by giving them a picture of the promise Seed.
Did you notice in Genesis 3:21 that it said God made them ‘coats of skins, and clothed them’? Did you notice
the word ‘skins’? A skin comes from an animal. God sacrificed an animal to clothe them.
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An innocent animal had its blood shed to cover up the shame caused by Adam and Eve’s sin.
Now that innocent animal that God sacrificed for Adam and Eve was a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world (John 1:29).
You see, the fig leaves that Adam and Eve sowed were a picture of man trying to cover up sins by his own
labours, his own religion. But the fig leaves were not enough. Man’s religious work done by corrupted hands
from a corrupted heart could never satisfy a holy God! It would take the blood—the blood of the Lamb—to
cover our sins! And so God sacrificed a Lamb to cover the sinner and his shameful condition. Thank God he
gave us his only begotten Son that we might be found in him not having our own righteousness but having
his righteousness which is by faith!
Praise the Lord for the Seed! Praise the Lord for his mercy! Praise the Lord for Jesus! Have you received
the Lord Jesus Christ yet?! Have you received his mercy?! Have you received the coat he has provided? Do
not get caught without it, or you will regret it (Matthew 22:1-14).

CONCLUSION
When God made the first man—Adam, God made him with the ability to choose to follow and obey him, or
to follow his own way and disobey him. And as we saw, Adam chose to be his own god. Thus mankind
reaped terrible consequences—shame, suffering, and death. And ever since then, every other person that has
been born into this world has continued to rebel against God and follow their own way. Thus suffering is a
fact of life. We truly live in a sin-cursed world! A world full of shame and suffering! Now that could be
discouraging if that were the end of the story, but praise the Lord it is not the end of the story! God did not
leave us in utter hopelessness. He gave a promise of victory! A promise of a conquering Seed! That promised
seed is non other than the Lord Jesus Christ!
When Adam sinned, he sowed the seed of suffering, but a few thousand years after Adam sowed that seed
of sin, God in his mercy sowed the Seed of salvation—the Seed of satisfaction—the Seed of redemption—
the Saviour—the Lord Jesus Christ!
Jesus came to this earth; came to maturity, and then was sown into the ground for us.
John 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,
it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
The Seed has now come, the Seed has fallen to the ground and died. He suffered, bled, and died because of
our sins. He took upon himself all our sins with all their shame and suffering, died (just as every seed must
die if it is going to bear fruit), and was buried (just as a seed must be buried), and then arose again so that
we could get the fruit of eternal life. Yes the Seed arose victorious! He is alive right now, and invites all who
will to come and partake of the fruit of eternal life.
Listen to what he has to say in the following verse.
Matthew 11:28-30 ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’
Jesus Christ is an ever present help to all those who have received him. Have you received him? If not, will
you receive him?
John 1:12 ‘...as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:’
Why not turn from your unbelief and receive him today?
Romans 10:13 ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
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For those who already know him as their Saviour, I counsel you to:
•

Take your burdens to him and leave them there.
1 Peter 5:7 ‘Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.’

•

Turn your eyes away from the sorrow and look to the Saviour.
Hebrews 4:14-16 ‘Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need.’
Hebrews 12:2-3 ‘Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction
of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.’

•

Trust in the fact that God knows what he is doing.
Proverbs 3:5 ‘Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.’
Romans 8:28 ‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose.’

•

Rest assured that the victory has been won by Christ.

He is victorious, and so are we in him. One day all of our trials, tribulations, troubles, and turmoils will all
be over! Believe it, rest in it!
2 Thessalonians 1:7 ‘And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,’
John 14:1-3 ‘Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.’
Romans 8:18 ‘For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.’
Revelation 21:1-4 ‘And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard
a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.’
Adam and Eve failed the test God gave them and rebelled against their Maker. This is what brought shame
and suffering into this world. Sadly, we have not done much better, we have all failed the test by our continual
rebellion against God’s words. This rebellion is what brings earthly and eternal sufferings. However, in
Christ there is mercy, grace, and help to be found in a time of need. Let us all turn our eyes away from our
sins and sufferings, and turn our eyes unto the Saviour!
Take your burdens to him and leave them there.
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INTRODUCTION
So far in our study of Biblical Christianity we have shown beyond any shadow of doubt that the Bible is the
very words of the one and only true God—the God of the Bible. We then went on and showed how God
created a wonderful universe and all that was in it, in six literal twenty-four-hour days. We also showed that
God created the first man and woman (Adam and Eve); and then placed them in a garden with a choice to
make; to either submit to him as their God and partake of the tree of life or to choose themselves as their
own god and partake of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. They chose themselves and partook of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil, and the seed of sin was sown. From that day forth everything changed.
When Adam and Eve sowed the seed of sin in the garden of Eden, it brought forth a very ugly crop. However,
God in his mercy also sowed a Seed in the garden, a Seed of hope. A hope that one day a mighty, miracleworking man would arise and bring forth victory over sin and Satan, restoring the world back to its former
glory.
Yet despite that blessed promise of coming victory, the descendants of Adam did not walk with God. Rather
they continued down the road of rebellion. Thus, the world became worse. Until eventually God got fed up
and decided to destroy mankind from off the earth with a world-wide flood. And this brings us to our current
lesson—The Flood of Noah’s days.
In this lesson we plan to look at:
•

The Rebels of Noah’s Days,

•

The Remnant of Noah’s Days,

•

The Realness of God’s Hand,

•

The Rain,

•

The Resting of the Ark, and

•

The Return to Dry Land

So let us begin!
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I. THE REBELS
After the fall of man the descendants of Adam and Eve continued to corrupt themselves, getting worse and
worse. This corruption multiplied until it came to an all-time high during a man named Noah’s time.
We are given very telling information about the corruption in the days of Noah
when we read the following verse:
Genesis 6:5 ‘And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.’
The society of Noah’s day was a society whose minds chose to only think of evil
continually. Their minds and consciences were dreadfully defiled.
Now how could this be? How could it get to this stage? Well, in Romans chapter one we get a hint as to how
their minds could have become so corrupt.
Romans 1:21-28 ‘Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible
God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping
things. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts,
to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For
this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural
use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. And even as they
did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient;’
Their minds became corrupted because of their pride, arrogance, wickedness, un-thankfulness, and rebellion
towards the truth. They turned from the God of the Bible to worshipping and serving themselves and nature;
which led to all kinds of sins in their lives.
That society professed to be wise, but became fools. They were deceiving and being deceived. They were
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. They were willingly ignorant of the things of God. That society
‘couldn’t be bothered’. They had no time for ‘God stuff’. They were too busy ‘living life’. Thus God gave
them what they wanted, and the results were terrifying.
Their problem was not money or material things. Their problem was their mind. Their mind was corrupt
because they chose pleasures, pomp, power, and money over God. They ignored and mocked the things of
God and thus became a violent society; a society filled with murders, rape, rioting, plunder, stealing, etc.
Genesis 6:11-12 ‘The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
his way upon the earth.’
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When God looked upon the earth and saw the corruption and violence of man, he became saddened and
angry by the pitiful sight, regretting he had ever made man!
Genesis 6:6-7 ‘And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved
him at his heart. And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of
the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth
me that I have made them.’
Due to what God saw, he decided to wipe mankind off the face of the earth with a world-wide flood and
start all over. However, because God is a faithful God who would keep his promise of sending a Seed that
would bring victory over sin, Satan, and self, he looked for a man to whom he could show grace and mercy;
a man whom he could send the promised Seed through, a man who desired to live for God, a man who
desired to love God with all his heart; a man who strived to do right even in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation. And as God looked around the world for a man who had a heart which was perfect
toward him, he found a remnant out of the wickedness. And that brings us to our next point.

II. THE REMNANT
As God looked for a family whom he could send the promised Seed through, he found a man who sought to
please the Lord, even in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. That man was Noah!
Genesis 6:8 ‘But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.’
Noah was a man of God! A man who loved and desired to please God! Noah was
a man who had character.
Due to Noah’s desire to do right, God chose to use Noah and his family to preserve
life and bring the promised Seed of Genesis 3 through. Thus, before God brought
the flood to cleanse the world of mankind’s wicked imaginations, God gave Noah
instructions on how to preserve life.
Genesis 6:13-16 ‘And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come
before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them
with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt
pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The
length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it
thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and
the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt
thou make it.’
The ark was a three-storey ship which was 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide,
and 30 cubits high. Scholars tell us a cubit is the distance between an average
adult's elbow and tip of the finger. This would mean a cubit would be no less
than 45 centimetres.
However, if we remember that the Bible says in Genesis 6:4 that ‘There were giants in the earth in those
days;’ A cubit may have been a lot longer than 45 centimetres. But, for argument’s sake, if we take the
measurement of 45 centimetres and use it, we can calculate that the ark would have been at least 137 metres
long, 22 metres wide, and 13 metres high. That would have equalled the capacity of 569 modern railroad
stock cars. Therefore, according to many scholars, two of every ‘kind’ (not species) of unclean land animals
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and seven of every ‘kind’ of clean land animals that had the breath of life in their nostrils would have taken
up less than one half of the room that was on the ark. Thus, there was plenty of room for all the animals and
Noah’s family to live on board for the
allocated time!
This would have been a mammoth task.
Yet, after God told Noah how big to make
the ark; Noah, being moved by fear and
faith, began building the ark and
preaching the gospel.
2 Peter 2:4-5 ‘For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; And spared not the old
world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon
the world of the ungodly;’
I can just imagine hearing the scientists of Noah’s day saying such things as, ‘We are destroying our world.
Global freezing is happening, an ice age is on the way’, whilst Noah kept building and preaching saying
such things as: ‘The fool hath said in his heart there is no God, have ye not heard how that God told Enoch
of the coming judgment? It is not mother-nature you should be worried about, but rather Father God! The
judgment of God is coming, water is about to pour down upon this world. You better be ready, for in such
an hour as ye think not, it will come!’
No doubt the people just laughed and mocked saying such things as, ‘We have never heard or seen anything
like this before. Noah, do you still believe in those superstitious ideas of old-fashioned men? Grow up you
religious nut! Get a real job!’
Yet despite their mockery, Noah kept preaching such things as: ‘Repent, for it is appointed unto man once
to die but after this the judgment.’
And the world kept mocking—but all of a sudden—some strange things started happening. Animals began
to act strangely. The wind began to howl. The globe began to cool, clouds began to form.
Then the time came that the door of the ark, the door to safety, had to be shut! And this brings us to our next
point.

III. THE REALNESS OF GOD’S HAND
After Noah completed the construction of the ark, God commanded Noah
and his family to get into the ark.
Genesis 7:1 ‘And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all
thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in
this generation.’
Once Noah and his family were in the ark, God himself sent the animals
into the ark.
Genesis 7:8-9 ‘Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean,
and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, There
went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded
Noah.’
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So, Noah did not need to go and gather all the animals, but rather God guided the animals inside the ark.
God was at work, preserving whom he would. And no doubt God, being a wise God, probably chose the
younger, smaller, and healthier pair of each kind of animal to come into the ark, instead of the older, larger
pairs.
As a side note, you may be wondering, ‘How did Noah take care of all those animals?’ Well, first, there
were not as many animals to take care of as you may think. For example, we know there were no marine
animals on the ark. Furthermore, there were not pairs of every species of animals on the ark, but rather two
of every ‘kind’ of animal (e.g. there were only two of the dog kind, cat kind, etc.). Now if we take just those
two thoughts into consideration, we realise that the number of animals on the ark that Noah and his family
would have had to take care of would have been significantly smaller than most expect. Second, since God
was great enough to bring the animals to Noah, God would have been great enough to help Noah and show
him how to take care of the animals efficiently (for example, God would have had Noah design the ark in
such a way as to minimise the work involved in caring for the animals, and many other such things). Third,
since the animals would have been confined in a smaller area than their natural habitat, they would not have
needed as much food and thus would not have secreted as much waste. Fourth, I personally believe God
caused most of the animals to go into a type of hibernation until the flood was over. As a matter of fact, it is
very interesting that the animal world has two powerful means for coping with unfavourable environmental
conditions, hibernation and migration. And it is likely that all animals possess these powers in latent form,
whilst some of them still possess it in active form. And thus far at least, scientist have been utterly unable to
explain where, when, and how these mechanisms arose and work. I thus suggest that these abilities were
unusually intensified during the flood. In fact, it may well have been at this time that these particular abilities
were first imparted to the animals by God. But whatever the case, it is not unreasonable to believe that after
God guided the animals into the ark by intensifying their migratory skills that he also made the animals to
become more or less dormant in various ways by intensifying their natural tendency to hibernate during
certain environmental changes. Also, before the flood, all animals were herbivores (see Genesis 1:29-30).
That means that Noah and his family would not have had to deal with aggressive animals, nor would they
have had to provide meat for them. Many if not all of the questions that you may have about Noah’s ark
have already been answered in a logical way by someone somewhere. Don’t let your lack of knowledge
cause you to doubt the words of God. Remember, there is nothing too hard for our God!
Now, after all the animals were in the ark, God himself shut the door.
Genesis 7:15-16 ‘And they went in unto Noah into the
ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.
And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh,
as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.’
Once God’s hand had guided the remnant into safety and
secured them in the ark, it became time for God’s hand to bring
judgment!
It was time for the rain to come! This brings us to our next point.
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IV. THE RAIN
After God shut the door of the ark, the time of judgment had come, and the rain
began to fall from heaven and the fountains of the deep broke open!
Genesis 7:17 ‘And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the
waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.’
Genesis 7:19 ‘And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and
all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.’
There is no doubt as the waters began to rise, and the turbulent winds got wilder, people outside probably
began scratching and banging at the ark, swearing, pleading, and some even praying; but it was too late—
they could not enter. They had mocked, ridiculed, put off, and ignored the warning. The storm had come,
the door was shut, and they were lost!
Genesis 7:21-24 ‘And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle,
and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: All in
whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. And every living
substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the
creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah
only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed upon the
earth an hundred and fifty days.’
God covered the whole earth with a flood of waters. That flood destroyed all life which dwelt upon the dry
land which had the breath of life in their nostrils. The death and destruction caused by the flood is where
most of the world’s fossils, fuels, and geological formations come from. The devastation caused by the
world-wide flood was massive. This one disaster affected everything in the world. God’s judgment during
that time was so real and so hard, and yet so fair; for the world was worthy! Yet, even in that time of
judgment, God showed mercy to those who chose to do right—which brings us to the next section.

V. THE RESTING OF THE ARK
After the waters had brought God’s judgment, God commanded the waters to decrease, causing the ark to
come to rest upon the mountains of Ararat.
Genesis 8:1-4 ‘And God remembered Noah, and every living
thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made
a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged [‘asswaged’
means to subside into peace and quietness; to come to a rest]; The
fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped,
and the rain from heaven was restrained; And the waters returned
from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and
fifty days the waters were abated [abated means lessened or
decreased]. And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.’
After the ark rested upon the mountains, it was time for the crew to venture out! And that brings us to our
next section!
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VI. THE RETURN TO DRY LAND
Once the waters subsided God told Noah to get out of the ark, multiply, and replenish the earth.
Genesis 8:15-17 ‘And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the
ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee.
Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh,
both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be
fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.’
Genesis 9:1 ‘And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.’
It was from these generations that all the world was populated. As a matter of fact, every nation can trace
their heritage back to the three sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Shem’s children became the Asians. The Jews come from this line. We know this by looking at the names
of Shem’s children listed in Genesis 10 and then following them through the Bible and history.
For example:
Genesis 10:21 ‘Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth
the elder, even to him were children born.’
The word ‘Eber’ means Hebrew. Eber was actually an ancestor of Abraham.
1 Chronicles 1:24-27 ‘Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, Eber, Peleg, Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terah,
Abram; the same is Abraham.’
Ham’s children migrated south and became the African race. Again, we know this by looking at the names
listed in Genesis 10 and following them through the Bible and history.
For example:
Genesis 10:6 ‘And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.’
The word ‘Cush’ means black and the word ‘Mizraim’ means Egyptian.
As a matter of fact, the Bible tells you the land of Egypt was the land of Ham.
Psalm 105:23 ‘Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.’
Japheth’s children became the modern Spaniard, Greek, Italian, German, Frenchman, Russian, Hungarian,
Swede, Dane, Norwegian, Finn, Romanian, Englishman, Scotchman, Irishman, etc. Again, we know this by
looking at the names listed in Genesis 10 and following them throughout the Bible and history.
Japheth was the father of the Europeans, Shem the father of the Asians (including the Jewish nation), and
Ham was the father of the Africans.
So it was from the mountains of Ararat where all who had the breath of life in their nostrils began to multiply
upon the face of the earth and fill up every continent in the world by way of multiplication and migration.
Note: For many centuries after the ark landed on the mountains of Ararat the people and animals were able
to freely travel from one continent unto another. We know this because the Bible tells us the earth of the
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post-flood era was not divided until the days of Peleg; and Peleg lived many centuries after the flood (see
verse below).
Genesis 10:25 ‘And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days
was the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan.’
Now after God gave Noah and his family the command to multiply and replenish the earth, God wanted to
reassure them of his mercy, blessings, and presence, as such he made a covenant with them. A covenant that
he would never again destroy the whole earth with a flood of waters. And to seal that covenant in the heart
of Noah, God gave him a visible sign of the covenant—the rainbow.
Genesis 9:8-13 ‘And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, And I, behold,
I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; And with every living creature
that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that
go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. And I will establish my covenant with you; neither
shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a
flood to destroy the earth. And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow
in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.’
The rainbow in the sky is a constant reminder to all that God will never again destroy the world with a worldwide flood. So, every time you see that rainbow, remember the faithfulness and mercy of God!
However, let me hasten to say, the rainbow does not mean God will not destroy the world again, for he will.
Only the next time, it will be with fire!
2 Peter 3:9-10 ‘The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up.’
Now, you may be thinking, ‘If God is so merciful, why would he destroy the world again?’ The answer is
very simple. God will destroy this world again because it will be worthy of being destroyed!
The Bible is very clear on the matter; the world is destined to get worse; until eventually, it will be just like
it was in the days of Noah!
Matthew 24:36-44 ‘But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven,
but my Father only. But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the field;
the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall
be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come,
he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye
also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.’
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Our society is destined to become more and more diluted, depraved, and devilish. People will become more
hateful, more anti-Christian, anti-Bible, and more into devil worship. Society as a whole will reject the God
of the Bible, professing themselves to be wise they will become fools, worshipping man and what man can
do. They will become more and more consumed with nature as they forget the God who made nature.
2 Timothy 3:1-7 ‘This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with
sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth.’
As this society mocks, ridicules, ignores, and swears at God, they are sealing their own fate. They are shutting
themselves out of the mercies of God!
For many, there will come a time when they will desire to turn unto God for mercy, but it will be too late,
the door will be shut, and they will bear their punishment for all of eternity.
Dear soul, if you are not saved, you better seek him now before the open door shuts forever, or you will
regret it!
Isaiah 55:6 ‘Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:’
Matthew 25:1-13 ‘Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took
their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were
foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the wise took
oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.
And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give
us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be
not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while
they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open
to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye
know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.’
Right now is the time to enter the door of salvation. Right now is the time to enter the fold of the Lord Jesus
Christ! He is the only door to heaven!
John 10:7 ‘Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of
the sheep.’
John 10:9 ‘I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and
out, and find pasture.’
If you are to be saved from the coming judgment, you must enter through the blessed Lord Jesus Christ!
John 14:6 ‘Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.’
The way to enter is similar to the way Noah entered the door of the ark.
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Noah by faith took God at his word and submitted to it. Thus Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.
Genesis 6:8 ‘But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.’
If you want to be saved from the coming judgment, then you must believe God’s word when it says:
Romans 3:23 ‘For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;’
Romans 6:23 ‘For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.’
If you believe the previous scriptures, then by faith receive the gift of eternal life through Christ, trusting in
him and him alone to save your soul.
John 3:16 ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’
John 1:12 ‘But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:’
Romans 10:8-10, 13 ‘…The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is,
the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.... For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Ephesians 2:8-9 ‘For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.’
Receive the Lord Jesus and be saved!
Then be holy, walk in faith, and live for the glory of God; just like Noah did. Resist the fear of man and keep
working for God. Stay faithful, keeping your eyes on Christ and tell others of the coming King!
WILL YOU ENTER?!
WILL YOU LABOUR FOR YOUR MASTER?!
Matthew 9:37 ‘...The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;’
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INTRODUCTION
In our series entitled ‘Biblical Christianity Explained’ we began by talking about the person and proofs of
God. We then showed conclusively that the Bible we have today is the very words of God. We proceeded
further by looking at how God created the world in six literal days. Then we showed how our first parents
(Adam and Eve) sinned and rebelled against their Maker causing sorrow to enter into this world.
Furthermore, we showed how God in his mercy did not leave our first parents to their own devices, but rather
provided them with a land which would provide their physical needs, a law to guard them from their polluted
minds, and love that guaranteed them a promised Seed.
We then continued to trace the history of mankind and saw how mankind continually corrupted themselves
beyond measure until they got to a point where all they would think about was evil. The depth of their
wickedness caused God to determine to destroy the world with a world-wide flood. However, before God
destroyed the world with a flood, he looked upon the earth for a family he could bless and use to give the
world the promised Seed through. As he looked upon the earth he found one family who had not become
polluted—the family of Noah. Thus, God destroyed the world with a worldwide flood and started again with
Noah and his family.
And that brings us up to our current lesson.
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THE TOWER OF BABEL
Genesis 11:1-4 ‘And the whole earth was of one language, and of one
speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they
found a plain in the land of Shinar and they dwelt there. And they said
one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And
they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. And they said,
Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the
face of the whole earth.’
After Noah and his family disembarked from the Ark, they began to multiply upon the earth. At that time in
man’s history everyone spoke the same language; and thus knowledge spread very rapidly. Unfortunately,
as we shall soon see, the knowledge mankind acquired during that time was not used to help man fulfil his
calling of bringing pleasure to his Maker, but rather, their knowledge was used to help oppose God and exalt
themselves above all that is called God.
Note: notice that the descendants of Noah had travelled east and settled in the land of Shinar.
Genesis 11:2 ‘And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in
the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.’
The land of Shinar was located in the Middle East. This is where Babel (which later became known as
Babylon) was located.
That would mean that civilization as we know it started in the Middle East. Thus if you want to study the
roots of civilization you need to go to the Middle East, not Africa, Europe, Asia, or America!
By the way, just as civilization started in the Middle East, so too will it end in the Middle East. In fact, the
historical event, the building of the tower of Babel, is a prelude to what will happen in the last days. Thus,
as we get closer to the end of time as we know it, the Middle East will become more and more prevalent in
the affairs of the world.
Alright, let us go back to the story. After the descendants of Noah settled in the plain of Shinar, they decided
to make them a name by building a monument to the wisdom and ability of man, whose top may reach unto
heaven.
Genesis 11:3-4 ‘And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick,
and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had
they for morter. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower,
whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.’
Notice in the passage that there was a continual reference to themselves (e.g.
they said, ‘let us make...let us build...let us make us a name...’).
They built Babel trying to elevate man to heaven their own way, instead of submitting to God’s way. It was
all about making THEM a name.
They were trusting in what they could do to get to heaven instead of what God had said. They were trying to
leave God and his words out of the equation.
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Babel, which became known as Babylon, was an example of man’s religious efforts without God and his
words. It was the religion of humanism in full scope. Babel was man’s efforts to work his way to peace,
prosperity, pleasures, and paradise without submitting to God’s words.
Now I am sure that when the people who built the tower of Babel were building their little monument to mankind
they bragged and boasted about their efforts. I am sure they laughed and pretended to have everything under
control. But I am also sure that deep down inside they lived in fear. Fear of what the future really held. For notice
in Genesis 11:4 that the people who were building the tower of Babel said: ‘…let us build...a tower, whose
top may reach unto heaven...’ They were not sure they could make it to heaven. They probably thought no
one could know for sure they are going to heaven. Thus, they lived in continual doubt and fear due to their
reliance upon themselves instead of the scriptures. And that is exactly what happens today!
You see, as long as man is trusting in himself instead of the God of redemption, he will live in doubt and
stay confused the rest of his life.
Any religion (including atheism and humanism) that stems from the wicked hearts of men will always end
in confusion, chaos, and condemnation. No amount of works or religious nonsense will ever elevate man to
a lasting ‘paradise’. Nobody can ever have a lasting paradise on this earth or anywhere else without God, for
man is wicked by nature and by choice.
Psalm 39:5 ‘Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing
before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah.’
Isaiah 64:6 ‘But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.’
That is why we need Christ and his mercy. But oh’ how sinners fear to face the Light, refusing the sweet
balm of Gilead.
Oh’ the poor self-deluded people of Babylon. But oh’ how even more terrible it is that our generation is just
as diluted; history is repeating itself.
The Bible declares that as we get closer to the end of time, you will find more prideful and arrogant people
who desire to exalt man without the God of the Bible. They will love themselves more than God. They will
talk about binding together and doing seemingly good things. However, their purposes for doing these ‘good’
things will be so they can make them a name and feel good about themselves.
2 Timothy 3:1-7 ‘This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For of
this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away
with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.’
And the results of their pride and arrogance will be a dreadful destruction.
1 Thessalonians 5:2-4 ‘For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as
a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.’
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Nobody can fight against God and win. God’s single hand is stronger than all the hands of the wicked put
together. God’s hand always prevails; just like it did when the people built the tower of Babel in rebellion
against God’s command to multiply and replenish the earth. Look at the next passage.
Genesis 11:5-9 ‘And the LORD came down to see the city and the
tower, which the children of men builded. And the LORD said, Behold,
the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have
imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language,
that they may not understand one another's speech. So the LORD
scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they
left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because
the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from
thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.’
God, in his wisdom and mercy stopped this rebellion of man before it
got out of hand. God knew that what they were doing would not
benefit man, but rather destroy him. Thus, God intervened and broke
their unity by confounding their language and separating them upon
the face of the whole earth. This one event led to different skin colours,
cultures, and mindsets within a very short time due to their gene pool
becoming smaller and more pronounced.
Their great monument to man came tumbling down; and they lost all they had worked for in a moment.
Their familiarity, friendships, and fruit were all lost due to their rebellion against God and his words.

CONCLUSION
From the story of Babel, we learn that anytime a society lives in
rebellion against its Maker—by relying upon themselves as their own
gods—they will reap what they have sown.
They will reap:
1. A Fall
Just like in the story of Babel, their great monument to man looked good for a season, but it soon came
falling down. This is the destiny of any work done in rebellion against God.
Psalm 141:10 ‘Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.’
2. Failure
You cannot fight against God and win.
Psalm 2:1-5 ‘Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his
anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He that
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto
them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.’
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3. Fear
Luke 21:20-27 ‘And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the
desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them
which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.
For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. But woe
unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great
distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and
shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon,
and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves
roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming
on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.’
Any society that rejects God’s words is destined to be a society full of fears.
4. Losses
Any individual that rejects God’s way for their own way is destined to lose their:
A. Family
Just like the people of Babel were driven from their families due to rebellion, so too the person who rejects
God will lose the very family he or she holds dearest.
Luke 12:16-20 ‘And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man
brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have
no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and
build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul,
thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God
said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?’
B. Fruit
Just like the people of Babel lost everything they worked for in a moment, so too will the individual who
rejects Christ lose all their little toys which they have worked so hard to get. They will all go up in smoke
when the Lord returns.
2 Peter 3:8-10 ‘But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.’
C. Familiarity
Just like the people at Babel were forced to abandon all that was dear and familiar to them, so too the person
who rejects God will soon be cut off out of the land of the living and be cast into an unfamiliar place called
the ‘lake of fire’.
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Psalm 52:1-5 ‘Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God
endureth continually. Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.
Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah. Thou lovest
all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall
take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the
living. Selah.’
Revelation 20:15 ‘And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire.’
The person who rejects Christ and lives their life in rebellion will one day face the music they have
composed. That music will be the weeping and wailing of an everlasting loneliness in a place of everlasting
fire and darkness.
There is no party there. There is not one moment of joy there.
The Bible tells us that the place where rebels go after their bodies die is a place of:
‘…weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Matthew 8:12

‘…darkness’

Matthew 25:30

‘…everlasting fire…’

Matthew 25:41

‘…everlasting punishment:’

Matthew 25:46

‘…eternal damnation:’

Mark 3:29

A place where people are begging for a drop of cool water to ‘cool their tongues’

Luke 16:24

A place ‘Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.’

Mark 9:44

All who rebel against God’s words are doomed because they want it their way and not God’s way. Thus,
they will reap their own corruption, confusion, crash, and condemnation. They will reap a place called Hell.
Hell is a terrible place, and the only way to avoid it is to submit to God’s way of salvation.
John 14:6 ‘Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.’
Isaiah 55:6-7 ‘Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.’
God is merciful; he does not want to see anyone go to Hell. He desires all to repent and receive the free gift
of eternal life through Christ.
Ezekiel 33:11 ‘Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?’
Yet, if a person refuses Christ then they must die and pay for their sin.
Romans 6:23 ‘For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.’
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Why not trust Christ today and call out to him for salvation?!
Proverbs 3:5-7 ‘Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in
thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.’
Romans 10:9-10, 13 ‘That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.....For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Stop trusting yourself, your religion, or your wealth, and turn to the Lord Jesus Christ. Trust him today as
your Saviour, calling on him to save your soul from the lake of fire.
And then after you have submitted to God’s way of salvation, do not stop there, but continue down the road
of true success and submit to God’s way of separation.
Romans 16:17-18 ‘Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive
the hearts of the simple.’
Ephesians 5:1-12 ‘Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; And walk in love, as
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour. But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once
named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which
are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh
the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them.
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For
the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.’
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 ‘Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.’
Proverbs 22:24-25 ‘Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt
not go: Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.’
1 Corinthians 15:33 ‘Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.’
Do not go the way of the Babelites, instead, go the way of the cross; be saved, separated, and satisfied.
Proverbs 3:5-8 ‘Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in
thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow
to thy bones.’
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INTRODUCTION
In our last few lessons we have examined the truthfulness of the words of God; the creation of the universe;
how sorrow infested the world; the world-wide flood of Noah’s day; and how the different languages and
skin colours came about through the tower of Babel.
Now we are ready to continue our study of Biblical Christianity by examining God’s special people—Israel.
If someone is going to understand the words of God then they must understand God’s plan for Israel.
It was through the Jewish people God gave us the Scriptures (Romans 3:1-2) and the Saviour
(Matthew 2:1-2). It is the Jewish people who are at the centre of Biblical prophecy. The Jew is the very key
to the words of God. Thus the next few lessons in this series will be paramount in our explanation of Biblical
Christianity.
In this lesson we will discuss:
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•

Israel’s Roots,

•

Israel’s Relationship to God, and

•

The Reasons God Chose Israel
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ISRAEL’S ROOTS
In our last lesson, we discussed how all the people of the world came
together in rebellion and pride in order to build the tower of Babel.
We then saw how their work was eventually destroyed by God and
they were dispersed throughout the whole world. This event resulted
in different languages, cultures, and skin colours.
As these people began to multiply, God began to look for a man he
could use to raise up a nation. A nation who would point the rest of
the world to the one true God. A nation he would use to send forth
the promised Seed through; the Seed that would destroy our
enemy—the serpent. As he searched the world he found such a man;
that man’s name was Abram, who later became known as Abraham.
Genesis 11:27 ‘Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and
Haran; and Haran begat Lot.’
Genesis 11:29 ‘And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai;
and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father
of Iscah.’
Genesis 12:1-3 ‘Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.’
That man—Abraham, went on to have a son named Isaac, who had a son named Jacob.
As time went on, Isaac’s son—Jacob, had his name changed by God to Israel (Genesis 32).
Genesis 35:10 ‘And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any
more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel.’
Jacob had twelve sons, who also had children. The families of these twelves sons later became known as the
twelve tribes of Israel (Jacob).
Matthew 1:2 ‘Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his
brethren;’
Genesis 35:22 ‘...Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:’
Isaiah 48:1 ‘Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of
Israel...’
This is the family whom God would use to bring into the world the promised Seed.
Today, we know this house simply as—Israel.
Now, let us look at our next point about Israel.
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ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIP TO GOD
1. Israel is God’s special people.
Deuteronomy 32:7-10 ‘Remember the days of old, consider
the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew
thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee. When the most High
divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the
sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the
number of the children of Israel. For the LORD'S portion is his
people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He found him in a
desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him
about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye.’
2. God is their Father.
Jeremiah 31:7-9 ‘Thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the
chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of
Israel. Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the
earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with
child together: a great company shall return thither. They shall come with weeping, and with
supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way,
wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.’
3. God has respect unto Israel.
Exodus 2:23-25 ‘And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the
children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto
God by reason of the bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God
had respect unto them.’
4. God has promised to do special things for Israel.
Exodus 34:10 ‘And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I will do
marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation: and all the people among
which thou art shall see the work of the LORD: for it is a terrible thing that I will do with thee.’
Notice God told Israel he was going to do things for them that had never been done in all the earth or in any
other nation. An example of this can be seen in the parting of the Red Sea.
Deuteronomy 4:32-38 ‘For ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, since
the day that God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the other,
whether there hath been any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it? Did ever
people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live?
Or hath God assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another nation, by
temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out
arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before
your eyes? Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is
none else beside him. Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he might instruct thee:
and upon earth he shewed thee his great fire; and thou heardest his words out of the midst of the
fire. And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, and brought thee
out in his sight with his mighty power out of Egypt; To drive out nations from before thee greater
and mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is this
day.’
There is no doubt that Israel is special in the eyes of God. But the question is, ‘Why? Why did God choose
Israel?’ That brings up our next point about Israel.
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THE REASONS GOD CHOSE ISRAEL

The Bible actually gives you several reasons why God chose Israel over all the other nations. Some of those
reasons are as follows:
1. God chose Israel because of the gruesome sins of other nations.
Deuteronomy 9:1-6 ‘Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over Jordan this day, to go in to possess
nations greater and mightier than thyself, cities great and fenced up to heaven, A people great
and tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say,
Who can stand before the children of Anak! Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy
God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he shall
bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the
LORD hath said unto thee. Speak not thou in thine heart, after that the LORD thy God hath cast
them out from before thee, saying, For my righteousness the LORD hath brought me in to possess
this land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD doth drive them out from before
thee. Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine
heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the wickedness of
these nations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before
thee, and that he may perform the word which the LORD sware
unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Understand therefore,
that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess
it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people.’
As God looked for a nation to use to bring the promised Seed through, all he could find was wickedness.
The world had corrupted themselves again by committing vile and heinous crimes. All were wicked,
including Israel, it was just Israel was less wicked than the rest of the nations. And so God chose Israel, not
because they were righteous, but because of the vileness of the others. The nation of Israel was the only
nation God could use to do something special with.
2. God chose Israel because of Israel’s good forefathers.
Genesis 18:17-19 ‘And the LORD said, Shall I hide from
Abraham that thing which I do; Seeing that Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he will command
his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the
way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.’
When God looked for a people he could use to show himself strong on behalf of, a people he could use to
lead the world back to himself, and a people he could use to bring the promised Seed through, he saw a man
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named Abraham that he could trust. God knew he could trust Abraham to train his children in the ways of
God. Thus, due to Abraham’s obedience (as well as some of their other forefathers), Israel became blessed.
We can learn a great lesson from Israel’s history. Many times, a generation is blessed or cursed due to the
previous generation’s righteousness or lack thereof. Thus we, in particular fathers, must quit being selfish
thinking of the here and now and start thinking of the future generations. If we want our nation, families,
communities, churches, and children to be blessed in the future, then we must strive to love, nurture, and
train our children in the ways of the Lord right now. We must realise that the future of our families are more
important than the immediate fortunes, fun, or fads of today. Brethren, this is our duty, and if we become
derelict of our duty then we can expect failure, falling, and fierce regrets.
Ephesians 6:4 ‘And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.’
May God help every father turn their eyes from the here and now to the future. If the fathers do not turn their
hearts toward their children then a great curse will enter into our land!
Malachi 4:4-6 ‘Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse.’
Abraham knew the above fact; and so he trained his children in the ways of God; and a result, Israel
(Abraham’s children) received blessings.
3. God chose Israel because his greatness can be clearly seen through them due to their
smallness.
In order to show the world that he is the true and living God, God chose a small,
insignificant people called the Jews to do something big with. He did this to prove
to the world that he, and only he, is God!
Israel’s past, present, and future all point to the fact that the God of the Bible is the
one and only God.
Israel should not exist after all the persecutions she has been through. Yet she does! She does not have as
much military power as other nations. Yet she cannot be stomped out (e.g. Egypt tried and failed, Rome tried
and failed, Germany tried and failed, the Arab nations tried and failed, etc.). Why?!
Why do the Jews still exist when so many have tried to destroy them? Why are they such a big player in the
world scene? Why do so many hate them? Why do so many believe they rule the world? Why are they so
wealthy? Why have so many died for their cause? Why do they exist after all the persecution? Why?! The
answer could only be because of God!
There is a nation called Israel because there is a God in heaven who chose them to show the world what he
can do.
God wanted to show the world his power by choosing a small people, prophesying their future, and
performing great things with them. And he did all of that so the world would be forced to step back and say,
‘There must be a God!’
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No amount of politics, power, or privileges could accomplish the things God has accomplished with them.
No one can account for Israel’s continual existence without the existence of God. Israel is a testimony that
the God of the Bible is the one and only true God.
In the eyes of men, Israel is a little insignificant nation. The world has tried to get rid of them, ignore them,
and demoralise them. Yet they still stand! The nation of Israel is one of the greatest evidences that the God
of the Bible is the one and only God.
Notice what the Lord says in the following verses:
Deuteronomy 7:6-8 ‘For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face
of the earth. The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in
number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you,
and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD
brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.’
Isaiah 43:1 ‘But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed
thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.’
Isaiah 43:9-11 ‘Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who
among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses,
that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the
LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand
that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am
the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.’
There are only two things in this world that someone needs to get rid of in order to prove the Bible is wrong:
1. The Bible itself (Isaiah 40:6-8) and
2. The Jews (Malachi 3:6)
In saying that, no matter how hard anyone tries they will never do it. Thus it does not matter if we love the
Jews or hate the Jews; the Jews will eventually come out on top; not because they are good, great, or grand,
but because God said so, and God’s words are true!
One man was asked to give one proof of God. That man simply replied, ‘The Jew’. To this day, the Jews are
a true and living witness of the wonder working God.
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CONCLUSION
Abraham, who lived many years ago, loved and desired to please God by raising a godly seed.
Abraham’s seed began to multiply through the years and became known as the nation Israel.
God in his wisdom and grace chose Israel as his special people that he might bless and use them to bring
others to the knowledge of the true God.
It is through Israel we get the Scriptures and the Seed—the Saviour. The world has been blessed through
this nation. Yet many disdain and despise them. However, if you want to be blessed, you must have the right
mindset toward the State of Israel, the Scriptures of Israel, and the Saviour of Israel.
What is your mindset today toward the State of Israel?
Genesis 12:1-3 ‘Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.’
What is your mindset toward the Scriptures?
Psalm 119:165 ‘Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.’
What is your mindset toward the Seed–the Saviour?
Psalm 2:10-12 ‘Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye
perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust
in him.’
John 3:14-18 ‘And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God.’
John 3:36 ‘He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.’
1 John 2:2 ‘And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins
of the whole world.’
John 1:12 ‘But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:’
Why not trust in him right now with your eternal soul and receive mercy? By faith, receive the Lord Jesus
Christ, call upon him as your personal Saviour, and receive the wonderful blessing of salvation.
Then, go home and tell thy friends!
This concludes our lesson on Israel’s roots, relationship to God, and reasons for being chosen by God. In
our next lesson, we will look at Israel’s Redeemer.
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INTRODUCTION
When God made the first man and woman (Adam and Eve), he made them with a living soul, spirit, and
body. God gave Adam one command to either obey or disobey. That command was simply to not eat ‘of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil’.
Unfortunately, Adam and Eve chose themselves and rebelled against God. The very moment they rebelled
they died spiritually and began to die physically. Adam’s sin brought death, sorrow, and separation from
God. However, God in his mercy provided Adam and Eve a sacrifice to cover their sinful selves
(Genesis 3:21); and then gave them a promise to cling to; a promise of a future Seed who would conquer sin
and Satan (Genesis 3:15).
As time went on the future generations of Adam and Eve quit clinging to the promise of the Seed and
corrupted themselves with wicked and vile deeds and thoughts. Thus God looked for a man to call the people
back to their Maker. That man was Noah.
Noah preached but no one would listen, so God was forced to bring judgment (a world-wide flood).
However, before God brought the flood that would destroy all upon the dry land who had the breath of life
in their nostrils, he had Noah build an ark in order to preserve life on earth. After Noah built the ark, God
had Noah, his family, and enough animals to preserve life to board the ark. Once all the ones whom God
would spare from the judgment were on board the ark, God closed the door and brought a flood upon the
world. This flood destroyed all the land-dwelling creatures outside the ark who had the breath of life in their
nostrils and changed the topographical layout of the world forever.
Once the flood had dried up and all had disembarked from the ark, God made a special covenant with Noah
and his offspring. A covenant that he would never again destroy the whole world with water. And he gave a
sign of that covenant to remind all the ensuing generations of his judgments and mercy, that sign was the
rainbow. However, as mankind began to multiply upon the face of the earth again, they soon forgot the
covenant and mercy of God and turned unto their own ways. Thus, God searched for a family he could use
to point the rest of the world back to himself and send the promised Seed through.
As he searched around the world, he found a man who would raise his family to love God. That man was
Abram (who later became known as Abraham). God made a special covenant with Abraham and gave him
the promise that through his seed the whole world would be blessed (Genesis 12; 15; 18 etc.).
Abraham went on to have a son named Isaac whom God said he would use to give a special Seed through
(Genesis 17:19). Isaac then had a son named Jacob whose name was changed by God to Israel
(Genesis 32). This man Jacob had twelve sons who also had children. The families of these twelve sons later
became known as the twelve tribes of Israel (Jacob). Today we know these families simply as Israel.
Israel became God’s special people with special blessings and special purposes.
Israel became the people whom God would use to bring the promised Seed
through. However, Israel fell like the others before them; they became
consumed with the gold and glimmer of the world and forgot about the God of
heaven, and the consequences were terrible.
Israel’s sins caused God’s face to be hidden from them so that they could not
receive God’s blessings.
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Isaiah 59:1-2 ‘Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear
heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.’
Israel’s sins made it where God could not bless them as he desired. However, God in his mercy continually
tried to draw them back to himself using priests, prophets, and princes. He continually pleaded with them
through these men of God; reminding them of the promised Seed that would come to bring victory.
2 Chronicles 36:15 ‘And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers,
rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling
place:’
Many times Israel would repent and return to God. However, that repentance was only short lived, for they
would soon turn back to their own ways of rebellion.
Psalm 78:40-42 ‘How oft did they provoke him in the wilderness, and grieve him in the
desert! Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. They
remembered not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the enemy.’
The rebellion of Israel resulted in the chastening hand of God coming down upon them.
2 Chronicles 36:15-16 ‘And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers,
rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling
place: But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his
prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people…’
Many times Israel would go off into sin, God would send them a messenger; they would repent and do right
for a little while, but then fall back into sin again. This happened over and over again until God determined
it was time to send forth the promised Seed to bring freedom from sin for his people. Israel needed a
Redeemer! So, a Redeemer God would bring!
God in his wisdom and knowledge sent forth the promised Seed right on time. The promised Seed would be
the second person in the Trinity—God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ would become the
ultimate Prophet, Priest, and Prince to bring the people back to the Father!
And this brings us up to our current lesson, Jesus—the Seed. In this lesson we will be looking at:
•

Jesus–the Promised Seed,

•

Jesus–the Perfect Seed, and

•

Jesus–the Powerful Seed
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JESUS: ‘THE PROMISED SEED’
We declare unto you without any hesitation that Jesus Christ is the promised
Seed. The reason we say that is because of the fact that hundreds to thousands of
years before Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, there were multitudes of
prophecies with detailed information in them about the promised Seed that were
given, prophecies that Jesus Christ fulfilled completely in every jot and tittle,
including the very words he spoke. Below are just a few of them.
1. In Genesis 3:15, we find the Seed was to be a man (notice the masculine pronoun: ‘he’); and of course,
we know Jesus was a man.
2. In Genesis 12:1-3 and 22:15-19, we find the Seed was to be of the lineage of Abraham.
Jesus was from the lineage of Abraham (see Matthew 1:1).
3. In Genesis 26:1-5, we find the Seed was to be of the lineage of Isaac (Abraham’s son).
Jesus was from the lineage of Isaac (see Matthew 1:2).
4. In Genesis 28:10-15, we find the Seed was to be of the lineage of Jacob (Isaac’s son).
Jesus was from the lineage of Jacob (see Matthew 1:2).
5. In Genesis 49:8-12, we find the Seed (called Shiloh) was to be of the lineage of Judah (one of Jacob’s
sons).
Jesus was of the lineage of Judah (see Matthew 1:2-3 and Revelation 5:5).
6. In Isaiah 11, we find the Seed (also called a rod and Branch) was to be of the lineage of Jesse (a son of
the tribe of Judah).
Jesus was of the lineage of Jesse (see Matthew 1:5-6).
7. In Jeremiah 23:1-6, we find the Seed (also called the Branch) was to be of the lineage of David (a son of
Jesse) and was to rule and be called ‘THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ (this verse shows us the
Seed would be of Divine origin).
Jesus was of the lineage of David (Matthew 1:1); and as we shall see later, Jesus is of Divine origin.
8. In Isaiah 7:13-14, we find the Seed was to come through a virgin and be called Emmanuel. This means
the Seed was to be God with us!
Jesus is the one who will be called Emmanuel (see Luke 1:26-31 and Matthew 1:18-25).
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9. In Micah 5:1-2, we find the Seed was to be born in the little town of Bethlehem (a town of Judah).
Jesus was born in Bethlehem (see Matthew 2:1).
10. In Daniel 9:24-27, we find the Seed was to be born and cut off 483
years after the commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.
It was exactly 483 years after the commandment to restore and build
Jerusalem that Christ rode into Jerusalem to be crucified.
11. In Isaiah 53, we find the Seed was to die for the sins of the people
and then arise from the dead in order to justify many.
If you notice, the words ‘cut off’ in Isaiah 53:8 matches Daniel 9:26. This phrase means the Seed, who would
grow up into the Branch, would be killed.
When you read the Gospels we know Jesus Christ fulfilled all of Isaiah 53 in complete detail (e.g. see
John 19; compare Isaiah 53:9 to Luke 23:32-34 and Matthew 27:57-60; compare Isaiah 53:12 to
Mark 15:22-32).
12. In Zechariah 12, we read about the Seed returning to rescue the inhabitants of Jerusalem. At which time,
the people of Israel will look upon him whom they have pierced. Thus, we see the Seed would be pierced.
Jesus was pierced when he was crucified (see John 19:32-37).
Now there are many more prophecies that were given about the coming Seed, but the ones we looked at
should suffice to prove to the honest person that Jesus Christ was the promised Seed. He was the man who
was born of a virgin from the tribe of Judah, from the family of David. He was the man born in Bethlehem,
who was the Son of God who died and rose again to justify many. He is the man who will come again to
take over as King of kings and Lord of lords (Matthew 1:18-25; Matthew 2:3-6; Matthew 27-28;
Luke 1:26-38; Luke 3:31-34; John 1:1, 14; Revelation 19, etc.). Jesus is the conquering Seed! This brings us
to our next point about Jesus.
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JESUS: ‘THE PERFECT SEED’ WHO BECAME MAN
The promised Seed who was to bring victory over sin and Satan was also
perfect. Jesus never did anything wrong. He was the spotless Lamb of God.
1 Peter 1:18-19 ‘Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:’
1 Peter 2:21-23 ‘For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found
in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not;
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:’
Jesus Christ was the perfect Seed who came as a Lamb in order to die for us. Thus, he had to be a man, and
so he was!
As a man:
1. He loved (Mark 10:21)
2. He grieved and got angry (Mark 3:5)
3. He grew (Luke 2:40)
4. He wept (Luke 19:44; John 11:35)
5. He was troubled (Mark 14:33-35; John 11:33; 12:27; 13:21)
6. He feared, cried, and learned obedience (Hebrews 5:5-9)
7. He suffered (1 Peter 4:1)
8. He got weary (Matthew 8:24; John 4:6)
9. He got thirsty (John 19:28)
10. He got hungry (Matthew 4)
Because Jesus was a man he was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin. He never did one thing
wrong. He was the perfect Seed.
This is a wonderful truth! It means Jesus Christ went through all and more than we could ever go through
that he might be a faithful and compassionate High Priest.
Hebrews 4:14-16 ‘Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need.’
Praise the Lord for our great High Priest who was and is perfect. Thank God he cares, loves, comforts, and
is able help us in all our trials, tribulations, temptations, and troubles! Let us be quick to go to him for the
help we need! This brings us to our next point about Jesus.
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JESUS: ‘THE POWERFUL SEED’
Jesus Christ—the promised Seed—is not only perfect, but he is also powerful.
Acts 10:38 ‘...God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed
of the devil; for God was with him.’
John 1:1-4 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
In him was life; and the life was the light of men.’
Colossians 1:15-17 ‘Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.’
Jesus is the powerful Son of God who showed that power over and over again whilst on this earth. Many
times Jesus Christ exhibited his power over sicknesses, creation, devils, etc.
Matthew 4:23 ‘And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
the people.’
Matthew 8:1-3 ‘When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.
And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make
me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And
immediately his leprosy was cleansed.’
Matthew 8:23-27 ‘And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. And,
behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves:
but he was asleep. And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we
perish. And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. But the men marvelled, saying, What
manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!’
Matthew 9:1-8 ‘And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.
And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their
faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. And, behold,
certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their
thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power
on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go
unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house. But when the multitudes saw it, they
marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.’
Matthew 9:20-22 ‘And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve
years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said within herself, If I
may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her,
he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was
made whole from that hour.’
Matthew 9:27-30 ‘And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and
saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us. And when he was come into the house, the blind
men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto
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him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. And
their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man know it.’
As you can see from the previous passages Christ was and is the miracle-working promised Seed.
Even today Christ is saving souls, bringing peace to troubled hearts, speaking to his children, supplying their
every need, staying close beside them, and specifically answering their prayers in miraculous ways.
Matthew 28:18-20 ‘And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.’
Philippians 4:6-7 ‘Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.’
Hebrews 13:8 ‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.’
Jesus Christ is perfect, powerful, and still able to work today. He can save, secure, make free the captive,
and do much more abundantly above all that we could ever ask or think.
At this point let me hasten to say that this could not nor can be expected if he was only a man, for who can
do all these things but God only? You see, the reason Jesus is perfect and powerful is because he is God.
Some people will have a hard time accepting the truth that Jesus Christ is God, but let me remind you of a
few verses.
Romans 3:4 ‘God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou
mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.’
Proverbs 3:5-6 ‘Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.’
1 Corinthians 2:5 ‘That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power
of God.’
Isaiah 55:7-9 ‘Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.’
The previous verses are simply telling us to trust God over anything or anyone else, regardless of whether
we can comprehend him or not. If God is so small as to be fully comprehended by man’s inferior brain, then
he is not God at all. However, we know he is so much higher and greater than us, and if we are going to
understand truth and reality, we must trust him over our limited knowledge.
Job 11:7-9 ‘Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?
The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.’
Romans 11:33-36 ‘O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of
the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be
recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom
be glory for ever. Amen.’
Psalm 92:5 ‘O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.’
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Psalm 8:3-4 ‘When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars,
which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that
thou visitest him?’
Psalm 144:3-4 ‘LORD, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of man,
that thou makest account of him! Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth
away.’
Psalm 39:4-6 ‘LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is;
that I may know how frail I am. Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine
age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah. Surely
every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and
knoweth not who shall gather them.’
God is the Almighty God, and the Bible is his words. Thus, if we are to truly know anything then we must
let God be God, submit to his authority, and ignore all that go against him.
So with that said we are now ready to prove from the words of God that Jesus Christ was, is, and shall always
be God.
We will look at six aspects which prove Jesus is God:
1. HIS WORDS PROVE HE IS GOD
John 10:30-33 ‘I and my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.
Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those
works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but
for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.’
John 14:1-9 ‘Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me. If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know
him, and have seen him. Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus
saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he
that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?’
Philippians 2:5-8 ‘Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation,
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.’
Revelation 1:8 ‘I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which
is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.’
John 8:58-59 ‘Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I
am. Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple,
going through the midst of them, and so passed by.’
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In John 8:58-59, the people picked up stones to kill him because when Christ said he was the ‘I am’ he was
claiming to be God (Exodus 3:13-14), and it was blasphemy for a mere man to claim to be God. Yet when
Jesus said he was the ‘I am’ it was not blasphemy for he is God!
From the previous mentioned texts we must conclude that Jesus often spoke of himself as God. His words
truly prove he is God!
However, not only do Jesus’ words prove him to be God but:
2. HIS WORKS PROVE HE IS GOD
John 14:10-11 ‘Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words
that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the
works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very
works' sake.’
We have already shown you several things Jesus did which prove conclusively Jesus is God, so at this
moment we will only look at two more works which establish his Deity beyond any doubt.
A. His work of creation proves he is God
Genesis 1:1 ‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.’
Isaiah 44:24 ‘Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I
am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth
abroad the earth by myself;’ [Notice the word ‘alone’ and ‘by myself’]
Isaiah 45:18 ‘For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the
earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I
am the LORD; and there is none else.’ [Notice: ‘himself’ and ‘there is none else’]
So according to the previous passages, God himself alone created the world. Now look at the next passage.
John 1:1-3 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made.’
Notice in John 1:1-3, that the ‘Word’ (who is Christ—see rest of John 1) was God and he made all things.
Thus, if Christ made all things, then Jesus must be God, for God himself alone created the heavens and the
earth (see previous verses).
Christ’s work of creation proves conclusively he is God. However, let us now look at another work which
proves he is God!
B. His work of conversion proves he is God
Isaiah 43:10-12 ‘Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen:
that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God
formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.
I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you:
therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.’
Notice God said there was ‘no God formed, neither shall there be after me’, Thus, if some false teacher tries
to tell you Jesus Christ was ‘a God’ or ‘a God that was formed’, then that person has contradicted the
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Scriptures. Remember: ‘let God be true, but every man a liar’. However, also notice God said there was no
other saviour but him.
So, there is only one Saviour, and he is God! Now look at the next few passages.
Mark 2:5-11 ‘When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be
forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,
Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? And
immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said
unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to the sick of
the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye
may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the
palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.’
Luke 2:8-11 ‘And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.’ [Notice: In
Luke 2:10, the angel said his tidings were for ‘all people’]
So, Jesus is the Saviour! Thus, since God is the only Saviour (Isaiah 43:11), Jesus must be God!
It is very clear from Jesus’ words and works that he is God. But we will not stop here, rather we will continue
with some more proof. Not only do his words and works prove him to be God, but:
3. THE WORSHIP HE RECEIVES PROVE HE IS GOD
Exodus 34:14 ‘For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous,
is a jealous God:’
Notice the Old Testament Scriptures make clear that we are to ‘worship no other god’. Now look at the next
text.
Matthew 4:10 ‘Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.’
Notice in Matthew 4:10, Jesus preached the Old Testament law of only worshipping the one true God. Thus,
Jesus was aware of the Old Testament law and believed men should practise it.
Now let us see what the Scriptures say about worship in connection with Jesus.
Matthew 2:1-2, 11 ‘Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is
born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him….
And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.’
In the Gospels you will find Christ worshipped over and over again, and yet he never rebukes them for it,
unlike Peter (Acts 10:25-26). Thus, Christ must be the one true God.
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So, Jesus’ words, works, and the worship he receives all prove he is God. However, let us continue with
another proof.
4. HIS WITNESSES PROVE HE IS GOD
A. God the Father professed that Jesus is God the Son (Psalm 45:6-7; Hebrews 1:1-10).
B. Paul professed Jesus is God.
Colossians 2:8-9 ‘Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.’
Notice it said that in Jesus dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The term ‘Godhead’ is the Biblical
term for what we call ‘the Trinity’. This term is in the Bible three times: one time for each of the members
of the ‘Godhead’ (Acts 17:29; Romans 1:20; Colossians 2:9). So in Jesus Christ dwelt all the fulness of the
Godhead. Jesus Christ is God!
1 Timothy 3:16 ‘And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into glory.’
Notice in 1 Timothy 3:16 that Paul said, ‘God was manifest in the flesh…received up into glory’. Now since
we know it was Jesus who was received up into glory (see Acts 1), Jesus must be God!
C. The Gadarene that Jesus healed professed Jesus is God (Luke 8:37-39)
D. Thomas professed Jesus is God (John 20:28)
E. John professed Jesus is God (1 John 3:16; 1 John 5:20)
F. Jude professed Jesus is God (Jude 25)
G. Isaiah professed Jesus is God (Isaiah 9:6)
H. The Holy Spirit professes Jesus is God. The way the Holy Spirit does this is by comparing scripture with
scripture, letting God interpret his own words.
COMPARE THESE VERSES:
Isaiah 42:8 ‘I am the LORD: that is my
name: and my glory will I not give to
another, neither my praise to graven
images.’

John 17:5 ‘And now, O Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self with the glory
which I had with thee before the world
was.’

Notice in Isaiah 42:8, the LORD says he will not give his glory to another, and yet in John 17:5, Jesus said
he had glory with the Father and even asks the Father to glorify him. Thus, Jesus and the Father must be one
and the same.
COMPARE THESE VERSES:
Isaiah 44:6 ‘Thus saith the LORD the King
of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of
hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and
beside me there is no God.’
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Revelation 1:11 ‘Saying, I am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last: …’ (See also
Revelation 2:8, 19; 22:13 where Christ
says he is the first and last).
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Notice that in Isaiah 44:6, the LORD is the first and the last and there is no other God beside him, and yet in
Revelation Jesus is also the first and the last. Thus, the LORD and Jesus must be one, because there cannot
be two different firsts and lasts.
COMPARE THESE VERSES:
Deuteronomy 10:17 ‘For the LORD your
God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a
great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which
regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward:’

Revelation 17:14 ‘These shall make war
with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and
King of kings: and they that are with him
are called, and chosen, and faithful.’

Notice in Deuteronomy 10:17, the LORD is the Lord of lords. Whilst in Revelation 17:14, Jesus is Lord of
lords. Thus, we see again that they must be one and the same, for you cannot have two Lord of lords. One
will either be mistaken, or they are the same.
With all of the above proofs we must admit Jesus Christ is the Almighty God of the Bible; and yet he is the
only begotten Son of God.
Thus, when it comes to Christ, we must believe he is God who came out from the Father into a body, and
thus became God in the flesh—the God-man (John 16:27-28; 17:8; Hebrews 10:5-10).
Therefore, we can scripturally say: ‘In the fullness of time, Jesus Christ took upon himself the form of a
servant (a man). This body having a human spirit, which being a creature, existed not from eternity, but was
created and formed in the womb by him who forms the spirit of man within him. This human nature which
consists of a true body and spirit that was brought forth from the virgin’s womb is what God indwelled
himself into union with; that he could really suffer and die as our substitute, in our stead, and thus bring
salvation to sinners.’
Jesus (God himself) became man that he might man redeem. He had two natures. He became a man so that
he might live and die as a man whilst at the same time he was God that he might pay the eternal sin debt we
owed.
Thus, we can say the following about Jesus:
AS A MAN:

AS DEITY:

He was the Son of Man

He is the Son of God

He was the Son of David (Matthew 1:1)

He is the Everlasting Father (Isaiah 9:6)

Mary was his mother
(Matthew 1:18)

He was Mary’s Creator and Saviour
(Luke 1:46-47; Matthew 1:21; John 1:1-3)

He had limited knowledge
(Mark 13:32)

He knows everything
(John 21:17)

His Father was greater
(John 10:29)

He is equal with the Father
(John 5:17-18; Philippians 2:5-11)
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He got tired, thirsty, and hungry
(John 4:1-8)

He is the One who can bring rest to the weary
and satisfaction to the longing
(John 4:9-26; Matthew 11:28-30)

He suffered, bled, died, and was buried for
our sins
(Matthew 20:28; Matthew 27:27-31,33-37,
39,46,59-60; 1 Peter 2:21-25; Isaiah 53:4-9)

He arose from the grave
(Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24;
John 20-21; Acts 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8)

God raised him from the grave
(Acts 4:10; 1 Corinthians 6:14)

He raised himself
(John 2:19-21; John 6:35-40)

Truly great is the mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh. What a Saviour!? Do you know Jesus
Christ as your Saviour? Have you received him as your Redeemer, as your Lord, as your God, as the payment
for your sins?
One day, if the Lord tarries, you will die, there is no escaping this fact.
Hebrews 9:27 ‘And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:’
One day you will stand before God and give an account of your works.
Revelation 20:12 ‘And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out
of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.’
The One whom the dead will be standing before will be Jesus Christ himself, for all judgment has been
committed unto him (John 5:22). All will look upon his nail-scarred hands and feet and give an account unto
him that died for them. At that moment, all the excuses anyone had for not receiving him will fade away and
they will wish they had done something different. However there is no second chance.
Right now whilst you still have breath is the time to repent (turn from unbelief) and receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as your Saviour! Right now is the time to trust in what Christ did for you on Calvary’s tree. He took
your punishment and paid your sin debt with his life. If you are not saved, then you need to get saved today.
Call upon him to cleanse you from your sins and save your soul from the eternal lake of fire you deserve.
2 Corinthians 6:2 ‘(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.)’
Isaiah 1:18-20 ‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye
shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.’
Romans 10:13 ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
John 6:28-29 ‘Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of
God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom
he hath sent.’

94

Lesson 8: The Seed – Part 1

If you are already a child of God, then you need to get busy for Christ. Strive to please him who hath chosen
you to be a soldier.
Romans 12:1-2 ‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.’
2 Timothy 2:3-4 ‘Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man
that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath
chosen him to be a soldier.’

CONCLUSION
Jesus Christ was the Seed whom God promised so long ago, the One who would bring victory over sin and
Satan. He was the Seed God sent forth to be the Redeemer of Israel and the world!
Jesus was the son of man, and yet the Son of God. Have you believed? Have you received him?
John 8:24 ‘I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I
am he, ye shall die in your sins.’
John 3:16-18 ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth
on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.’
John 3:36 ‘He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.’
1 John 5:9-13 ‘If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the
witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the
record that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath
not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.’
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INTRODUCTION
So far in our study of Biblical Christianity we have discussed such topics as: how we know the Bible is the
words of God, creation, how sin and suffering entered into the world, the universal flood of Noah’s day, how
the different cultures and languages came about, the nation of Israel, and much more.
Last time we proved conclusively from the words of God that Jesus Christ is the promised, perfect, and
powerful Seed whom God sent forth into the world! In that lesson, we also proved Jesus Christ was God and
yet man. We proved he was the God-man!
In this lesson, we will take a closer look at the three main reasons why Christ came. Those reasons are:
•

To rescue Israel from bondage,

•

To rule and reign over the world in Jerusalem as King of kings, and

•

To give his life a ransom for many

So, let us begin.
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CHRIST CAME TO RESCUE ISRAEL FROM BONDAGE
In the year the Lord Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, Israel was
underneath the bondage of the Roman Empire. Thus, Israel did not
have her own homeland. Instead, she was under the bondage of a
heathen government. But this was not the first time Israel had found
herself under the bondage of a heathen nation. For instance, thousands
of years before Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, Israel found
herself in hard bondage to Egypt. And that bondage was so hard that
Israel began to cry out to God for deliverance. God heard their cry
and sent them a deliverer. At just the right time, God sent forth a man
named Moses to lead Israel out of bondage and into God’s ways of
holiness.
Moses was greatly used of God, leading Israel out of Egypt and unto the Promised Land.
However, just before Moses’ death, Moses prophesied Israel would soon rebel, and as a result be punished
by God.
Deuteronomy 31:24-30 ‘And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the
words of this law in a book, until they were finished, That Moses commanded the Levites, which
bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it in the
side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against
thee. For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this day,
ye have been rebellious against the LORD; and how much more after my death? Gather unto me
all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call
heaven and earth to record against them. For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt
yourselves, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you
in the latter days; because ye will do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger
through the work of your hands. And Moses spake in the ears of all the congregation of Israel
the words of this song, until they were ended.’
And so Israel was destined to find herself under the bondage of the heathen due to her being under the
bondage of her sin!
However, the Lord did not leave the children of Israel without a ray of hope. Instead, the Lord also spoke
through Moses giving them a great promise to cling to, a promise that another deliverer would be sent, a
deliverer who would be a Prophet likened unto Moses! Look at what Moses said in the verse below.
Deuteronomy 18:15 ‘The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;’
God promised to raise up unto Israel a Prophet from the midst of them like unto Moses. Now since God
always keeps his promises, in the fullness of time, God did that very thing, he sent forth a Prophet like unto
Moses. A Prophet whose name was Jesus!
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Acts 3:22-26 ‘For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall
say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. Ye are the children of the
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in
thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up his
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.’
The Bible is clear, Jesus Christ was the Prophet likened unto Moses who was sent by the Father in order to
deliver Israel from bondage. And so that gives you one reason why Christ came. However, he did not just
come to deliver Israel.

CHRIST CAME TO RULE AND REIGN OVER THE WORLD IN JERUSALEM AS KING OF KINGS
Luke 1:26-33 ‘And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a
virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came
in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord
is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her,
Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.’
If Israel and the world would have accepted Christ as their Messiah and King, he would have rescued them
from bondage, defeated Rome, and took over as King of the universe, reigning from the throne of his father
David in Jerusalem. Look at the following passages.
Zechariah 9:9-11 ‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse
from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen:
and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth.
As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein
is no water.’
Isaiah 9:6-7 ‘For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.’
Jesus came to rescue and rule Israel; and if Israel would have received Christ as their King, then right this
minute they would be living in a most glorious and blessed time, for the time of Christ’s reign will be:
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A. A time when the children of Israel will be exalted above all others.
Isaiah 49:22-23 ‘Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles,
and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy
daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their
queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and
lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be
ashamed that wait for me.’
Isaiah 62:1-4 ‘For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not
rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp
that burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt
be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown
of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no
more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be
called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be
married.’
Zechariah 8:20-23 ‘Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall
come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: And the inhabitants of one city shall go to
another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I
will go also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall
come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take
hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God
is with you.’
B. A time when the suffering of this world will be eradicated.
Isaiah 2:1-4 ‘The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.’
Isaiah 11:1-10 ‘And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
LORD; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: But with
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he
shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the
wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and
the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his
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hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. And in that day
there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles
seek: and his rest shall be glorious.’
If Israel would have received Christ as their Messiah, right now the world would be experiencing a great
harvest of physical blessings! Jesus Christ did not come to bring cursing but rather blessing!
However, before he could reign over Israel as their King. The children of Israel had to be delivered from
another king called sin! As long as sin reigned over them they could not have Jesus as their King; for Jesus’
kingdom will be a kingdom of righteousness. And so Christ’s first step to becoming the King of the world
was to ransom the world from another king, another kingdom—the kingdom of darkness; and this could only
be accomplished by Jesus ransoming the world from the kingdom of darkness with his own blood. The King
would die for his servants that his servants might live for him! That brings up the next reason why Christ
came.

CHRIST CAME TO GIVE HIS LIFE AS A RANSOM FOR MANY
Before Christ could rule the world, he had to ransom the world from their sins. He had to pay the price of
our redemption. He had to do this because all of us had gone astray and sold ourselves into sin’s grip; and
there is a penalty for sin and that penalty must be paid! Jesus came to pay our penalty!
Romans 3:9-12 ‘…for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under
sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there
is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.’
Romans 3:23 ‘For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;’
John 8:34 ‘Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever
committeth sin is the servant of sin.’
Ezekiel 18:20 ‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die…’
Romans 6:23 ‘For the wages of sin is death;…’
Ever since the time of Adam, all but one has naturally been kept under the bondage and captivity of sin. All
but one has sold themselves to the cruel task master called sin. Sin was our master, our king; and our king
that was leading us straight to the lake of fire!
But God who is rich in mercy intervened!
God provided a way to be set free! From the very beginning, when Adam and Eve first sinned, God had
provided them with a promise of a coming Seed who would deliver them from the bondage of sin. Moreover,
God gave them a picture of what this promised Seed would do in order to rescue them.
When Adam and Eve sinned God sacrificed an animal to cover their nakedness.
This sacrifice was a picture of the coming Lamb who would die to cover their sin.
Then from that day until the Seed came, he expected those who sinned to sacrifice
animals as a temporary payment for their sin debt. This was done for the sole
purpose as a testimony to remind the people of the ugliness of their sins and the
blessedness of a coming Messiah.
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Furthermore, from Adam to Jesus, God sent prophets to mankind, warning them of sin’s punishment and
foretelling of the coming Messiah—the One who would bring redemption.
Then thousands of years after Adam passed away, the prophecies would be fulfilled in the perfect Lord Jesus.
Jesus would become the perfect Seed to secure redemption for all.
And so one day when John the Baptist was preaching to a crowd of people, he saw Christ and pointed at
him, crying out to the people ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.’
(John 1:29).
Jesus became the ultimate Lamb that would be sacrificed to pay for our sins that we might be free sin and
its condemnation.
You see, as long as we were the servants of sin we could not be the servants of God. Therefore, before Jesus
could rule us, he had to own us. And he could not own us until he bought us. So that is what he came to do.
Christ came to give his life a ransom that we might be free from sin to serve a new King—King Jesus!
When God sent Jesus Christ, he sent the perfect Lamb to bear the sins of those who would trust in him!
Jesus, the perfect Seed, the perfect Lamb, came to save us from sin. Jesus came to translate us from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light that we might have life and might have it more abundantly.
1 Timothy 1:15 ‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.’
1 Timothy 2:3-6 ‘For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time.’
Matthew 1:18-23 ‘Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary
was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was
minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth
a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. Now all
this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.’
Luke 19:10 ‘For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.’
Mark 10:45 ‘For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many.’
Jesus Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost. He came to give his life a ransom for many. Jesus
came to pay the debt we owed that we might be made FREE!
2 Corinthians 5:20-21 ‘Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech
you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.’
Isaiah 53:5-6 ‘But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all.’
Isaiah 53:10-12 ‘Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
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pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall
be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with
the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.’
Jesus Christ became the propitiation (the substitute which paid the debt) for the
sins of the world. He was punished in our stead. He took our place, our penalty.
We broke the law and owed a debt, but he willingly stepped in and paid the
debt for us unworthy sinners. He became sin for us, so that all who believe on
him would become his righteousness and be made free, free to be his servants!
1 John 2:1-2 ‘My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation
for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.’
Christ came into the world to save sinners! Hallelujah! He came that we might have life and that we might
have it more abundantly.

CONCLUSION
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, came forth to rescue Israel, reign over the world in Jerusalem,
and ransom us from sin by paying our debt. The questions are:
•

Have you received the payment?

•

Have you received the blessed Lord Jesus Christ as your own Saviour?

•

If not, why not receive him today?
John 1:12 ‘But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:’

By faith, take Christ as your own Saviour. He stands knocking at the door of your heart. Will you let him
in?
Revelation 3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.’
Repent of your unbelief and turn to Christ, receive him, call out to him, and be saved today and then go forth
rejoicing as a free man in a new kingdom!
Romans 10:13 ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Colossians 1:12-14 ‘Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins:’
1 Peter 1:18-19 ‘Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things,
as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:’
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INTRODUCTION
In our last lesson we discussed how Jesus Christ—the Perfect Seed—came to rescue Israel, reign over the
world in Jerusalem, and redeem the world from sin and Satan! We also saw how he came to usher in a
glorious time of peace, pleasure, and prosperity.
However, something tragic happened. The Seed was rejected!
John 1:10-11 ‘He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him
not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not.’
John 19:13-18 ‘When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down
in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it
was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold
your King! But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto
them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. Then
delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.
And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the
Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and
Jesus in the midst.’
As a whole, the nation of Israel and rejected the promised Seed and chose Caesar over Christ.
The Jews sought peace without the Prince of peace, reigning without the Ruler, and joy without Justice. They
sought the kingdom without the King. And thus, they lost it all.
God’s great desire was to bless Israel and give them the blessings of the kingdom, but their rejection of the
King caused God to temporarily turn from Israel as a whole. Therefore the kingdom was postponed until a
future time.
Romans 11:7-11 ‘What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the
election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded (According as it is written, God hath given
them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto
this day. And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and
a recompence unto them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their
back alway. I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through
their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.’
Romans 11:25 ‘For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in.’
And so Jesus’ reign in Jerusalem would temporarily be put on hold.
However, Jesus would fulfil his grandest purpose. He would give his life as a ransom for the world! He
would not let anything deter him from fulfilling this order from his Father!
Jesus Christ would ransom the world with his precious, pure, and perfect blood as the eternal payment to
cover our sin debt. But oh’ the pain he had to suffer in order to pay our debt.
In this lesson we shall begin to look at a small portion of the pain Christ went through in order to redeem
our souls from eternal damnation. And we shall begin in the Garden of Gethsemane.
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THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE
The night before Christ was taken to be slaughtered, Jesus gave his
disciples special instructions about the things they were to do after his
departure. Then once he completed giving those instructions he went to
pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, taking with him Peter, James, and
John. It is here, in the Garden, where we begin to see some of the pain
the Seed bore to ransom our souls!
Let us now look at what the Bible has to say about that episode, and in
so doing, let us begin to see the brokenness of Jesus’ heart.
Matthew 26:36-46 ‘Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place
called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while
I go and pray yonder. And he took with him Peter and the two sons
of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he unto them, My soul is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. And he went a little
further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, and
findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He
went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass
away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. And he came and found them asleep again:
for their eyes were heavy. And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time,
saying the same words. Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and
take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of
sinners. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me.’
Notice how the heart of Jesus Christ is broken as he prepares himself to take the cup of God’s wrath; the cup
that you and I deserve to drink. The cup that is full of God’s fury and anger toward wickedness. Also notice
how when he turns to his disciples, he finds them sleeping with seemingly little concern of their Lord’s
coming battle. This of course is the way many are today, they sleep with little care of Christ and his concerns.
Then notice that when he is encountered by a mob who hate him, a mob who desire to kill him, it is led by
his ‘friend’.
Matthew 26:47-50 ‘And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him
a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now
he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold
him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. And Jesus said
unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took
him.’
Matthew 26:55-56 ‘In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against
a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye
laid no hold on me. But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.
Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.’
Can you imagine how he must have felt as all forsook him? Can you imagine how his heart must have been
broken by the unfaithfulness of his dearest friends? Can you imagine how his heart must have felt as he was
led away to be tortured by the very people whom he loved and cared about?
It is at this moment we turn to ‘the judgment’.
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Once the mob arrested Jesus, they took him to the high priests where an assembly of elders and scribes would
judge him.
Matthew 26:57-58 ‘And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high
priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. But Peter followed him afar off unto the
high priest's palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end.’
Luke 22:54 ‘Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priest's house.
And Peter followed afar off.’
Once there Jesus was hammered with questions and then struck in the face by one of the officers.
John 18:13 ‘And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which
was the high priest that same year.’
John 18:19-23 ‘The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. Jesus
answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple,
whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. Why askest thou me? ask them
which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said. And when he had
thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying,
Answerest thou the high priest so? Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the
evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?’
Whilst all of this was going on, Peter was outside in the company of those who hated Jesus. It is here that
Peter was asked if he were a follower of Christ; and how does Peter respond? He swears saying he does not
even know him! How sad!
Luke 22:55-62 ‘And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down
together, Peter sat down among them. But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and
earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him. And he denied him, saying,
Woman, I know him not. And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of
them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. And about the space of one hour after another confidently
affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for he is a Galilaean. And Peter said,
Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. And the
Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had
said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and wept
bitterly.’
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It was around this time Jesus stood before the council where he was spat upon, beat, mocked, ridiculed, and
blasphemed.
Matthew 26:59-68 ‘Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness
against Jesus, to put him to death; But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet
found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, And said, This fellow said, I am able to
destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days. And the high priest arose, and said unto
him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? But Jesus held his
peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou
tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said:
nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath
spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his
blasphemy. What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death. Then did they spit in
his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands, Saying, Prophesy
unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?’
Mark 14:53-65 ‘And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him were assembled all
the chief priests and the elders and the scribes. And Peter followed him afar off, even into the
palace of the high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire. And the
chief priests and all the council sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and found
none. For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not together. And there
arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying, We heard him say, I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.
But neither so did their witness agree together. And the high priest stood up in the midst, and
asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? But
he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him,
Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest
rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy:
what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death. And some began to spit on
him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants
did strike him with the palms of their hands.’
Luke 22:63-71 ‘And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him. And when they
had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that
smote thee? And many other things blasphemously spake they against him. And as soon as it
was day, the elders of the people and the chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him
into their council, saying, Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye
will not believe: And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. Hereafter shall the
Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God. Then said they all, Art thou then the Son
of God? And he said unto them, Ye say that I am. And they said, What need we any further
witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth.’
The next day, early in the morning, after all the mockery and trials, the Jews took Jesus to Pilate so that he
might sentence Jesus to death.
Matthew 27:1-2 ‘When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people
took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: And when they had bound him, they led him
away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.’
Mark 15:1-5 ‘And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation with the
elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered
him to Pilate. And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answering said unto
him, Thou sayest it. And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing.
And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they
witness against thee. But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled.’
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Pilate spoke with Jesus and upon hearing Jesus was from Galilee, he sent him to Herod.
Luke 23:1-7 ‘And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. And they began
to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute
to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the
King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it. Then said Pilate to the chief
priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man. And they were the more fierce, saying, He
stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. When
Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. And as soon as he knew that
he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem
at that time.’
Herod was pleased by Pilate sending Jesus to him for he was curious about Jesus. But Jesus did not satisfy
his curiosity. Thus, Herod became angry. It is at this point Herod and his men of war ridiculed and mocked
Jesus before sending him back to Pilate.
Luke 23:8-11 ‘And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see
him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some
miracle done by him. Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing.
And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him. And Herod with his men
of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him
again to Pilate.’
Once back in Pilate’s hands, Pilate tries to persuade the Jews to let Jesus go, but they were determined to
have Christ crucified. Thus they choose to set a murderer free over the giver of Life. It is at this time that
Pilate had Jesus scourged and crucified.
Mark 15:6-20 ‘Now at that feast he released unto them one
prisoner, whomsoever they desired. And there was one named
Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had made insurrection
with him, who had committed murder in the insurrection. And the
multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had ever
done unto them. But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I
release unto you the King of the Jews? For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for
envy. But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto them.
And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom
ye call the King of the Jews? And they cried out again, Crucify him. Then Pilate said unto them,
Why, what evil hath he done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. And so
Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he
had scourged him, to be crucified. And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium;
and they call together the whole band. And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of
thorns, and put it about his head, And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! And they
smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped
him. And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put his own clothes
on him, and led him out to crucify him.’
According to history, the scourging was not allowed to stop until the man in charge determines that the
person being whipped is nearly dead. At that point, his flesh would be hanging and barely attached.
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Can you imagine the pain this would have caused? He could have called forth the angels of heaven and
annihilated the Romans and Jews. But his amazing love for you and me held him there so he could pay the
ransom for our souls.
After Jesus had been beaten mercilessly, he was then mocked even further by the Romans. They stripped his
clothes off, put a scarlet robe around Jesus’ bloodied body, gave him a rod for a sceptre, and then put a crown
of thorns upon his head. Then they mockingly bowed and said, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They spat upon
him, took the reed and smote the crown of thorns down upon his head! Then…to add further injury, the
Romans jerked off his robe causing all the wounds on his back to be opened up again (Mark 15:20).
Oh’ the physical and emotional pain Christ would have felt as he bore the shame, contempt, and suffering
for us!
Something to remember at this point which may help you better appreciate what Christ did, is the fact Jesus
had been awake for over twenty-four hours. He was arrested in the night and then judged, mocked, beaten,
and punished all through the night without being allowed to rest. He went through all this and yet was as
meek as a lamb,—he did not say a word. He was reviled, but reviled not again. He took it all as a sheep
dumb before her shearers.
Isaiah 53:3-7 ‘He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath
laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so
he openeth not his mouth.’
1 Peter 2:21-25 ‘For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found
in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not;
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd
and Bishop of your souls.’
Oh’ what love!!!
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After the mocking, beating, and torture, he was led to Golgotha (Calvary) to be crucified. Once there he was
given vinegar to drink and stripped of his clothes. It was also here the soldiers drove nails into his hands and
feet, nailing him to the cross. He was then lifted up between two thieves as a display to be subjected to
mockery.
Jesus Christ hung dying for approximately six agonising hours; all the while he was surrounded by the scorn
of those who hated him.
Matthew 27:33-36 ‘And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a
place of a skull, They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted
thereof, he would not drink. And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them,
and upon my vesture did they cast lots. And sitting down they watched him there;’
Notice the mockery. Everything about the crucifixion was designed to give the most emotional, mental, and
physical pain possible.
Mark 15:27-32 ‘And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the
other on his left. And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the
transgressors. And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou
that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, Save thyself, and come down from the
cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved
others; himself he cannot save. Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that
we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him.’
Luke 23:36-37 ‘And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,
And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.’
Yes, Jesus could have saved himself, but he did not. And the reason he did not was because he was paying
the ransom for us sinners; that we might be saved. And Love of loves, He was even paying for the sins of
the people that were mocking him. Yet all but one of the mockers were too foolish to see it. Look at the
passage below and notice how a thief repents and gets saved.

Lesson 10: The Seed – Part 3

111

Luke 23:39-46 ‘And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou
be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due
reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto
thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was rent in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.’
Now something amazing here is the fact that the man who got saved did not start off with a repentant heart.
NO! That man started off a mocker too. But he saw something that changed him. What did he see that caused
him to repent? What did he see that changed his heart?
He saw the love of the Saviour! The love Christ had for people! Notice the first words out of Jesus Christ’s
mouth whilst on the cross.
Luke 23:34 ‘Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they
parted his raiment, and cast lots.’
That man saw the love of God on the cross. He saw that Jesus Christ was not suffering for his own sins, but
for his (the thief’s) sins. The man realised he was guilty whilst Christ was innocent. He realised it was love
that was holding Christ to the cross—love for you and me!
Jesus Christ endured the suffering and mockery on the cross for us that you and I might be saved. Jesus took
the punishment that you and I deserved so that we might have eternal joy and life in heaven.
Isaiah 53:4-5 ‘Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed.’
2 Peter 3:9 ‘The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.’
Hebrews 12:1-2 ‘Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.’
The man on the cross beside Jesus saw this, and thus entered into paradise with Christ. That man was forgiven
and made free. He became freer than Pilate or Herod themselves. Pilate was trying to wash away his own
sins with water, whilst the thief had his sins washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ.
Have you been made free yet or are you still trying to justify your sins? What can wash away our sins?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!
Revelation 1:3-6 ‘Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. John to the seven
churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was,
and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; And from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings
of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.’
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CONCLUSION
Jesus Christ suffered a horrible death for you and me. He gave his life to be a ransom for our souls. He paid
the sin debt we owed. He became sin and was punished in our stead that we might go free.
All who put their faith and trust in the sacrificial death and resurrection of Christ will be saved from the
penalty of the hell they deserve, for Jesus paid it all!
Will you receive him?
Will you receive his payment?
John 3:36 ‘He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.’
Romans 10:13 ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Do not put it off for another day, be saved today!
2 Corinthians 6:2 ‘...behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.’
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INTRODUCTION
In our last lesson we saw that Jesus Christ, the precious Lamb of God, was put to death in the flesh for our
sins. He was crucified on an old rugged cross! If the story ended there then it would be a sad story of history
that really did not have any barren upon our present. However, praise the Lord, it did not end there.
After Jesus Christ was crucified, he was taken off the cross and buried in the borrowed tomb of Joseph of
Arimathaea. There guards were stationed to make sure Christ’s body did not come out of the tomb. But
something happened on the third and glorious day. Something they did not expect and could not stop. JESUS
CHRIST PHYSICALLY, BODILY, COME OUT OF THE TOMB VICTORIOUS! HE TORE THE BARS
OF DEATH AWAY. HE AROSE! HE AROSE! HALLELUJAH CHRIST AROSE!
Look at the passages below.
Luke 24:1-8 ‘Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto
the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. And
they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body
of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two
men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to
the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is
risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.
And they remembered his words,’
Acts 10:37-40 ‘That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and
began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all things which he did
both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God
raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;’
The resurrection changed everything. Because of the resurrection the world would never be the same again.
As such, let us study this great event that changed the course of all history and see what God will show us.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RESURRECTION

The fact Jesus Christ arose from the grave is of the utmost importance.
1 Corinthians 15:14 ‘And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain.’
The whole of the New Testament revelation rests on Christ’s resurrection being a historical fact.
If Christ be not risen, then our faith is vain, our life is vain; our existence, morality, hopes, dreams, loves,
and choices are nothing but a mirage, for we are nothing! Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die!
However, praise be to the Lamb of God, he is risen, he is risen as he said! This brings up our next point
about the resurrection.

THE INFALLIBLE PROOFS OF THE RESURRECTION
Dr. Luke, who lived during the century that saw Christ arise from the grave, had this to say:
Acts 1:1-3 ‘The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus,
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had
given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: To
whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:’
Acts 17:31 ‘Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that
he hath raised him from the dead.’
Dr. Simon Greenleaf, who was the Royal Professor of Law at Harvard University and one of the greatest
legal minds who ever lived, said the following in his book entitled, ‘An Examination of the Testimony of
the Four Evangelists by the Rules of Evidence Administered in the Courts of Justice’:
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‘IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE that the apostles could have persisted in affirming the truths they had narrated,
had not JESUS CHRIST ACTUALLY RISEN FROM THE DEAD, (McDowell 217) …according to the
jurisdiction of legal evidence, the resurrection of Jesus Christ was the best supported event in all of
history!’ (McDowell 252-253)

Professor Thomas Arnold, former chair of history at Oxford and author of the famous volume, ‘History of
Rome’ stated:
‘I have been used for many years to study the histories of other times, and to examine and weigh the
evidence of those who have written about them, and I know of no one fact in the history of mankind
which is PROVED BY BETTER AND FULLER EVIDENCE of every sort, than the great sign which
God has given us that Christ died and rose again from the dead.’ (McDowell 216).

It has been well said that it is a fact that there exists such overwhelming evidence, positive and negative,
factual and circumstantial, that no intelligent jury in the world could fail to bring in a verdict that the
resurrection story is true.
It is at this point that I would like to draw your attention to just some of the evidences that can be given for
the undeniable fact that Christ arose from the grave!
1. THE FOUR GOSPEL RECORDS DECLARE THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
The four Gospel records declare plainly to us that Jesus Christ arose! And less you shrug that evidence to
the side as no big deal, let me remind you that those four records have been proven to be authentic records
of historical events over and over again. For instance:
When we start looking at the Gospels side by side, the first thing
we notice is that they are four separate and independent accounts.
And this appears plainly from the apparent ‘discrepancies’ in the
four different accounts. These apparent discrepancies are so
many that it would have been impossible for these four accounts
to have been made up in collusion with one another.
Now before I leave that thought, let me hasten to say, the
apparent discrepancies are exactly that, ‘apparent’. For there is actually great harmony between the four
accounts, but the harmony does not lie upon the surface, but rather only only after thorough study. Of course
that is exactly what one would expect to exist if these accounts were four literal accounts by four literal
people about a literal event. Thus, there is no way the Gospel accounts could have been made up
independently, for they agree too much. Furthermore, there is no way they could have been made up in
collusion with one another as the apparent discrepencies are too numerous. Thus, the honest person must
admit the Gospel records are factual records of factual events.
The next thing we notice about these Gospel narratives is that there is an absence of all attempts at trying to
doctor up the accounts. The authors of the Gospels simply tell what they saw in all simplicity and
straightforwardness.
For example, take the fact that in Luke 24 and John 21 we are told that Jesus’ disciples could not recognise
him when he appeared to them after the resurrection. Notice that we are told this without any explanation
whatsoever. Now if the stories were fictitious, they would never have made mention of this; for the writers
would have immediately seen the objection that would have arisen in the minds of those who did not wish
to believe in the resurrection; that is, that it was not really Jesus whom the disciples saw. Why then is the
story told in this way? Because this was the way it occurred. Again, the honest reader must admit that the
Gospel narratives have the marks of being exact records of facts accurately observed and accurately
recorded.
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Now take another fact. The fact that in the entire Gospel records of the appearances of Jesus after his
resurrection there is not a single recorded appearance to an enemy or opponent of Christ; all the appearances
were to those who were already believers. Now, if the stories were made up by unknown authors who lived
100s of years after the supposed fact as some claim, would the deceivers have made them up this way? No,
they would have told about all kinds of appearances to all kinds of people. Yet you do not find that in the
Gospel records. Why? Because that is not the way it happened. And the Gospel records are simply a telling
of how the facts actually occurred. Again, if you are honest you must admit that the Gospel records must be
factual accounts of factual events. But let us not stop there. Let us continue with one more example of how
the Gospels recorded absolute truth regardless of how the reader may or may not respond.
Consider how in John 19:34 that we are told of how blood and water came out of Jesus’ side when one of
the soldiers pierced the side of the crucified Lord. Notice how the writer does not give us the reason as to
why blood and water came out. The writer simply tells us the facts and leaves it to the reader to determine
why/how this happened.
Well, it wasn’t until many centuries later that a man by the name of Dr. Simpson of Edinburgh University,
showed on scientific grounds that the blood and water came out due to what is called ‘a broken heart’.
Now think, is it conceivable that a writer in fabricating an account of events that never occurred should have
made up and inserted a fact that has a strict scientific explanation that was not known until many centuries
later? How then does it come to be recorded in this way? I will tell you why, because that was precisely what
occurred, and though John did not know the explanation, he recorded the fact as observed, and left it for time
and scientific discovery to conclusively demonstrate the historical accuracy of what he told.
Now there are so many more examples of the honesty, realness, and majesty of the Gospels that it would
take a whole book just to list them. However, if we just take the examples previously listed, we are logically
driven to say: ‘Here is a true account of the resurrection of Jesus’. Yes, tis true, Jesus is risen!
Now even though the above is sufficient proof that Jesus Christ arose from the dead, let us continue offering
you even more evidences of Christ’s resurrection.
2. AN EMPTY TOMB ATTESTS LOUD AND CLEAR THAT ‘HE IS NOT HERE: FOR HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID.’
Matthew 28:1-7 ‘In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn
toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake:
for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was
like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the
keepers did shake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered
and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus,
which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he
goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.’
Oh’ the empty tomb speaks. Go! Go to the tomb and search for his body; and there you will find that he is
not there for he is risen as he said!
But let us not stop there. Let us give you some evidences of the resurrection.
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3. THE EYEWITNESSES GIVE US EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE THAT CHRIST AROSE FROM THE DEAD
There are at the least eleven different appearances of our risen Lord that were recorded for us in the New
Testament. For instance:
•

He appeared to Mary Magdalene at the sepulchre alone (Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18).

•

He appeared to certain women, ‘the other Mary’, Salome, Joanna, and others, as they returned
from the sepulchre (Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-11).

•

He appeared to Simon Peter alone on the day of the resurrection (Luke 24:34;
1 Corinthians 15:5).

•

He appeared to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus on the day of the resurrection
(Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-35).

•

He appeared to the ten disciples (Thomas being absent) and others ‘with them’, at Jerusalem
on the evening of the resurrection day (John 20:19-24).

•

He appeared to the disciples again (Thomas being present) at Jerusalem (Mark 16:14-18;
Luke 24:33-40; John 20:26-28; 1 Corinthians 15:5).

•

He appeared to the disciples when they were fishing in the Sea of Galilee (Tiberias)
(John 21:1-23).

•

He appeared to over 500 brethren at once at an appointed place in
Galilee (1 Corinthians 15:6). Take note that in 1 Corinthians 15, the
point is made by Paul that those 500 brethren saw him at one time, and
then he challenged the sceptics to go and talk to some of those
brethren; for when Paul wrote that passage, some of them were still
alive.

•

He appeared to James (1 Corinthians 15:7).

•

He appeared to the apostles immediately before the ascension. (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50-52;
Acts 1:4-10).

•

He appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-9, 17; 1 Corinthians 15:8; 9:1).

It is worthy to note these appearances were not just fleeting appearances, but rather he conversed with them
face to face, they touched him (Matthew 28:9; Luke 24:39; John 20:27), and he ate with them
(Luke 24:42-43; John 21:12-13).
As a matter of fact, when they first saw the risen Saviour, they thought he was just a ghost and therefore he
had to prove to them he was more than a spirit; he was flesh and bone.
Luke 24:36-43 ‘And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith
unto them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had
seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your
hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not
flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands
and his feet. And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye
here any meat? And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took
it, and did eat before them.’
So the Gospel records, the empty tomb, and Christ’s appearances all prove that Christ arose. Yet, the
evidences keep coming. Another evidence of Christ’s resurrection is:
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4. THE AMAZING TRANSFORMATION OF THE APOSTLES
The night Jesus was crucified, his eleven disciples were left defeated and confused. They thought they had
given up everything for naught and so they forsook Christ and ran away.
Mark 14:50 ‘And they all forsook him, and fled.’
Listen to what the great apostle Peter does when faced with a decision to either turn his back on Christ or
stand up for him:
Mark 14:71 ‘But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye
speak.’
It is hard to believe it; but the great apostle Peter denied the Lord Jesus three times, cursing, swearing, and
saying, ‘I know not this man’.
As you can see, these men thought it was all over. They were scared and did not even want to be associated
with Jesus.
But something happened that changed them forever. For less than two months after Christ was crucified,
they went back into Jerusalem boldly preaching, even at the threat of death.
Acts 2:22-24 ‘Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye
yourselves also know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised up,
having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.’
What transformed these fearful and confused men into
fierce, bold lions? What did these men see? What did these
men hear? What was it that beatings, threats, jail, torture, and
even death could not silence? What did these eleven men
witness that they were willing to suffer so much for?
They had seen the resurrected Lord! Listen to there words
below.
Acts 2:32 ‘This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.’
Acts 3:13-15 ‘The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath
glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when
he was determined to let him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer
to be granted unto you; And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead;
whereof we are witnesses.’
Acts 10:34-41 ‘Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no
respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him. The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all
Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all things which
he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him
God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses
chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.’
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And so those men changed from cowardly clowns to courageous conquerors. They had seen the resurrected
Lord and they could not but speak, regardless of the consequences. Torture could not silence them, nor
threats scare them. They had turned from mice to men! They had been transformed by the victorious Christ!
They knew that though the heathen revile and rage against them and their Christ, they were still more than
conquerors, for the Lord had conquered death, hell, and the grave. They knew that they need not fear death
any longer, for though the world destroy their bodies yet they would rise to eternal life, for he was risen!
And so as you read the history of the church you will read a history of people who once were subjected to
fear until they met the resurrected Saviour. At which time they no longer feared death but rather welcomed
it as a passage into true life. Now there is only one reason for such a change, and that is the reality of Christ’s
resurrection!
We are not crazy when we declare unto you, ‘JESUS IS ALIVE!’. These things were not done in a corner,
but openly. The glorious Gospel records, an empty tomb, the transformation of the apostles, and the
eyewitnesses all give us assurance of this fact. Truly, there are many infallible proofs of Christ’s resurrection!
However, we now desire to point you to one more proof of the resurrection. The proof that is probably one
of the greatest proofs which attest to the truth of the resurrected Lord.
5. THE EFFECTS JESUS HAS MADE UPON TRUE BELIEVERS EVERYWHERE FROM EVERY WALK OF LIFE
2 Corinthians 5:17 ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.’
Jesus Christ has bound up many broken hearts; brought peace to many restless lives; brought many broken
homes back together; and changed vile and violent people into good, productive, and peaceful citizens.
Christ has never let down anyone who truly trusts him; for he is alive and well! And this truth alone proves
beyond any shadow of doubt that, YES, JESUS IS ALIVE!
This brings up the last point we desire to make about the resurrection.

THE INVITATION OF THE RESURRECTION
You have been given many ‘infallible proofs’ for the resurrection. We
know that if you have read this far with an open heart that you know Jesus
is alive, for the Holy Spirit would have revealed that unto you!
Acts 17:31 ‘Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he
hath raised him from the dead.’
And so we invite you to repent and believe the Gospel. Let not your
rebellious heart stand in the way, but believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
today!
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 ‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye
keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto
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you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:’
Psalm 34:8 ‘O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man thattrusteth in him.’
Stop trusting in yourself and trust in the resurrected Lord Jesus! He is in heaven right now, waiting to save
whosoever will come unto God by him!
You are a sinner worthy of Hell. But, because Christ died for your sins, was buried, and rose again the third
day, you can be saved!
Hebrews 7:25 ‘Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.’
Romans 10:13 ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Sinner, get saved today! And Christian, I encourage you to die to self, society, and sin, and live in the power
of his resurrection!

CONCLUSION
Christ is alive—alive for evermore! He has showed the world openly that he is the one and only true God!
He loved you enough to die for you! He has power enough to save you!
Will you receive him?
Will you live for him?
Philippians 3:7-10 ‘But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may
win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may
know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death;’
Revelation 1:17-18 ‘And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.’
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LESSON 12:
The Seed:
Part 5
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INTRODUCTION
Whilst studying Biblical Christianity we have seen that at just the right time God became the promised Seed
who would bring salvation, redemption, forgiveness, and blessings through his atoning sacrifice. We saw
that the Seed was none other than Jesus Christ himself—God come in the flesh!
We also so that he came unto his own, Israel, but his own received him not. Instead they had him crucified.
After they crucified Christ, many thought this was the end of the Seed. But oh’ no! Though the Seed had
fallen to the ground and died, the Seed would arise and bring forth fruit. Christ arose! He conquered both
death and hell! He was victorious!
After he arose he showed himself alive to his disciples and spent forty days with them teaching and
instructing them in the ways of God. He did this so they would be ready to go out into all the world and
preach the gospel, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever he had commanded them.
Those forty days would have been a most blessed time for his followers who no doubt listened intently as
he spoke of the things of God. But after those forty days he ascended back into heaven where he is now.
However, before he left, he assured his followers that his power and presence would continually be with
them.
Matthew 28:18-20 ‘And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.’
The way Jesus would continue to be with them was by sending his Spirit to indwell each and every believer.
Acts 1:6-11 ‘When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when
he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of
their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.’
John 14:15-18 ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come
to you.’
John 16:1-14 ‘These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. They
shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think
that he doeth God service. And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known
the Father, nor me. But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may
remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because
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I was with you. But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither
goest thou? But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.
Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is
come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because
they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. I have yet many things to say unto you, but
ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and
he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall
shew it unto you.’
1 Corinthians 3:16 ‘Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?’
Now the fact that Christ sent his Spirit to indwell every believer is an amazing, mighty, revolutionary truth.
A truth that is invigorating if truly grasped.
Therefore, in this lesson, let us study more about the Holy Spirit so that we might know who he is and what
he does.
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THE SEED’S PROMISE – THE SPIRIT OF GOD

One of the most misunderstood doctrines in the word of God is the doctrine of the person and work of the
Holy Ghost. Either he is mystified as an emotional influence causing irrational behaviour, or he is
misunderstood as being unimportant in the life of a believer.
Therefore this lesson is designed to teach you what the Bible says about God—the Holy Ghost.
Now the first thing you need to understand about the Holy Ghost is the fact that he is the third person of the
Godhead.
The word ‘Godhead’ is the biblical word for what we call ‘the Trinity’.
The word Trinity is a word we use to help us communicate the fact that there is only one God; but in the
unity of the Godhead there are three eternal and coequal persons—the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost.
1 John 5:7 ‘For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghost: and these three are one.’
The Bible teaches conclusively there is a triune God. He is one; but he is three!
The eternal power and Godhead of our Lord is attested to by many examples all around us.
Romans 1:20 ‘For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they
are without excuse:’
Think of how an egg has three parts (the shell, the white, and the yoke), but it is still only one egg.
Think of H2O which comes in liquid form, solid form, and vapour form and yet it is always H2O.
Think of how time can be broken up into three parts (past, present, and future) and yet all three are time.
Think of how human beings have three parts (a body, soul, and spirit - 1 Thessalonians 5:23) that can and
will separate, and yet are still only one being.
All of these examples, and many more in creation, help us to (partially) understand the doctrine of the Trinity.
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Thus, we must conclude from the witnesses of creation, our conscience, and the canon, that the Holy Ghost
is the third person of the Trinity.
God—the Holy Ghost, is not just an influence or feeling in our life, he is a person (just as the Father and the
Son are persons).
The Spirit is the third person in the Godhead who can be grieved (see Ephesians 4:30) and lied to by us (see
Acts 5:1-4).
The Holy Ghost is God! Therefore let us be careful to maintain a proper relationship with him.
Alright, so that answers the question of who the Holy Ghost is, now let us look at what the Holy Ghost does.
A. The Holy Ghost indwells every saved child of God.
Romans 8:9 ‘But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell
in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.’
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ‘What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.’
1 Corinthians 3:16 ‘Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?’
So the Bible is clear, the Holy Spirit indwells every child of God. It is actually through this indwelling that
one is ‘born of the Spirit’ (John 3:1-8; Ephesians 1:12-13; 1 Peter 1:18-19, 23).
B. He comforts the believer in their time of sorrow.
John 14:16-18 ‘And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because
it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be
in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.’
John 14:25-26 ‘These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.’
In this world of trouble, trials, and tribulations, it is good to have a Comforter. One who is ever so near to us
and who will never leave us nor forsake us. Praises be unto the Lord that he has not left us comfortless!
C. He convicts us in our time of sinning.
John 16:7-11 ‘Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:
Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see
me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.’
1. He convicts Christians – to show them they are doing wrong and need to repent.
2. He convicts sinners – to show them they need to be saved and Jesus is their answer.
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D. He teaches us the words, works, and ways of God.
John 16:12-13 ‘I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.’
E. He keeps the believer saved for all of eternity by keeping his/her soul sealed from sin and
corruption.
Ephesians 1:13-14 ‘In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until
the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.’
Notice how the Bible says the believer is sealed with that holy Spirit of promise. That
means that the Holy Ghost is preserving the saved child of God from being corrupted and thus losing their
salvation. That means the believer can rest assured that he/she is destined for heaven’s shores due to the
sealing of the Holy Spirit of God.
F. He gives assurance unto the saved that God is their Father and they have a home in heaven.
Romans 8:14-16 ‘For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For
ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we
are the children of God:’
Romans 15:13 ‘Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.’
G. He intercedes for us, letting the Father know our true petitions.
Romans 8:26-27 ‘Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,
because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.’
Sometimes as a believer you may go to pray and find it hard pressed to put into
words what is upon your heart. Well, you need not fear of communicating wrongly
to your Father, for the Holy Spirit lets the Father know exactly what you need.
H. He empowers us to fulfil the great work our God has called us to do.
Acts 1:8 ‘But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.’
Philippians 4:13 ‘I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.’
A child of God can rest assured that God will help him or her do whatever he desires them to do. We do not
need to fret or worry, for our God is with us and will help us.
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I. The Holy Spirit helps us to live holy, righteously, and godly in this present evil world that we
live in.
Galatians 5:16 ‘This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.’
Galatians 5:22-25 ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in
the Spirit.’
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we can live a life that is well pleasing unto
our heavenly Father. Jesus Christ has sent his Spirit to indwell every believer so
that we can have a life that produces love, joy, peace, etc.
Before a person gets saved they only have a sinful and selfish nature. But after
a person gets saved they get born again and receive a new nature. A nature that
desires to be a blessing to both God and man.
Note: Though a believer receives a new nature, they also retain the old nature that
desires to do what is best for self. Therefore, within every believer there resides two natures, one that desires
God, and another that desires sin. Now if we are to live holy and experience the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy,
peace, etc.) then we must not yield ourselves to the nature which desires to do wrong, but rather yield
ourselves to the nature which desires to do right.

Thank God that Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts crying Abba Father. Let us therefore submit
ourselves to him and we will enjoy being God's child.
Galatians 5:16 ‘This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.’
Romans 6:13 ‘Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God.’
Romans 6:16 ‘Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?’
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CONCLUSION
When Jesus Christ ascended back to heaven he did not leave his children
comfortless, but sent the Comforter—The Holy Spirit.
Through the Holy Spirit’s power, peace, and presence we can accomplish the
great task of getting the gospel out around the world.
His Spirit helps us in our weakness, comforts us in our trials, leads us into all
truth, secures us from the wrath to come, and gives us power to perform any
work that God has called us to do.
If you are a saved child of God, then he lives within you and you can have a peace that passeth all
understanding, walking closely beside your Saviour.
If you are not a saved child of God then you can never know his precious hand or experience his powerful
help. Therefore, I beseech you to receive Christ as your own Saviour. Call out to him and ask him to save
you from your sins, trust in Christ today.
If you receive Christ, he will send his Spirit to comfort you in all your trials, lead you in all of your life,
teach you his ways, and assure you of his presence in your life.
Don’t you want to have that confidence?
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INTRODUCTION
So far in our study of Biblical Christianity, we have seen that in the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth. At which time he created Adam and Eve and gave them the charge over the earth as his
representatives to bring glory to him.
Adam and Eve soon failed at their task. Thus, sorrow and death were introduced into the world. However,
God in his mercy provided Adam and Eve a sacrifice to cover their sinful selves (Genesis 3:21); and gave
them a promise of a future Seed who would conquer sin and Satan (Genesis 3:15).
As time progressed, mankind became so corrupted that God repented he had made man; and God decided
he was going to destroy the whole world with a flood and start over. However, before he destroyed the world,
he saw there was one man who loved and served him. That man was Noah. Therefore, God chose Noah and
his family to become his new representatives.
One of Noah’s descendants was a man named Jacob. It was Jacob and his family whom God chose to point
the world back to himself and bring the promised Seed through. Later on, Jacob’s family became known as
Israel.
Because God chose Israel, he gave them his words to guide them in this duty. They did well for short time;
but soon fell away after their own lust. Israel at their best were still sinful and selfish. Israel like all before
them had failed at their God-given job; Israel’s heart had become corrupted by sin. Therefore, God decided
that he himself would come in the form of a man in order to pay mankind’s sin debt and give mankind a new
heart.
At just the right time, God became the promised Seed who would bring salvation, redemption, forgiveness,
and blessings through his atoning sacrifice. This Seed, this Child, this Saviour, is none other than Jesus
Christ himself—God come in the flesh!
He came unto his own, Israel, but his own received him not. If Israel would have received the Messiah, he
would have taken over the kingdoms of the world and sat upon the throne of David in Jerusalem with Israel
being exalted above all the other nations.
However, they rejected the promised Seed and crucified the blessed Lord Jesus. This was a most dreadful
and disastrous mistake, as this caused God to temporarily put them on the shelf. But—this was not the end
of the story. For Christ arose from the grave!
After his resurrection, he spent forty days with his disciples teaching them about the
ways and work of God. After those forty days he ascended up into heaven. But before
he departed this world, he promised his believers he would send his Spirit to help them.
And that is exactly what he did, when Christ left this earth, he sent his Spirit to indwell
his people in order to continue his work.
At this moment the Holy Spirit is working in this world, reproving the world of their sin and need of the
Saviour; helping people to come to the saving knowledge of Christ. Then after someone comes to accept the
Lord Jesus Christ, he indwells them and puts them into the body of believers.
Right now the Holy Spirit is working in and through the believers, helping them to become more like Christ,
and binding their hearts toward one another. He does all this and more in order that God’s people can
accomplish something for the Saviour.
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You see, after Israel rejected the Messiah, God temporarily turned from the nation of Israel and turned to the
world to call out to himself a new people, a new nation. A nation where there would be neither Jew nor
Greek, bond nor free, but all would be one in Christ. This peculiar people, this holy nation, would be called
the Church—the saints of God! At this moment, whilst Israel is put on the shelf, the Church is the one who
God has decided to use as his new avenue to turn the world back to himself.
Thus, an understanding of the Church is vital to understanding the Bible. As a matter of fact, some form of
the word ‘church’ is used in the Bible over 100 times. Therefore, in this lesson we shall study the following:
•

How the New Testament uses the word ‘church’,

•

Some biblical marks of a true church, and

•

How someone joins a church.
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HOW THE NEW TESTAMENT USES THE WORD ‘CHURCH’
The New Testament uses the word ‘church’ in two main ways:
THE NEW TESTAMENT USES THE WORD ‘CHURCH’ IN REFERENCE TO THE BODY OF CHRIST
Sometimes the word ‘church’ in the Bible is a reference to ‘The body of Christ’.
Colossians 1:12-18 ‘Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is
the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all
things he might have the preeminence.’
Colossians 1:24 ‘Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind
of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:’
The body of Christ is a reference to the family of God. This includes every child of God from every walk of
life; regardless of nationality, geographical location, political standing, economic standing, or
denominational standing.

This body is composed of all the saved children of God. Blessed is the person who is a part of this body for
whoever is a part of the body of Christ gets to go to heaven.
Giving money does not put you into the body. Doing good deeds does not put you into the body. Being
religious does not put you into the body. Being confirmed does not put you into the body. Being christened
does not put you into the body. Being baptised in water does not put you into the body. Having the blessing
or approval of a priest, pope, or pastor does not put you into the body. The only way to be a part of this body
is to be born into it. I am not talking about being physically born into it, but rather being spiritually born into
it. It is the Spirit that puts you into the Lord’s body (his Church).
1 Corinthians 12:13 ‘For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.’
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The only way to get into the body of Christ is to be what the Bible calls, ‘born again’. To be biblically born
again simply means to be born from above into God’s family (see the passage below).
John 3:1-6 ‘There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The
same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come
from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus
answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is
old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.’
Notice that Jesus told that religious man that unless he was born again he could not see the kingdom of God.
That was astonishing to that man. He could not understand what Jesus was talking about. He thought Jesus
was saying a man had to physically be born again. But Jesus was telling him he had to be born of the Spirit.
The man had to have a personal relationship with Christ on the inside. Nothing physical could do it. He
needed something special to happen. He needed to receive the eternal life which is only found in Jesus Christ.
Look at what Jesus said in the following passages.
John 10:10 ‘The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.’
John 14:6 ‘Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.’
Notice that Jesus Christ is life. Thus, when a person receives Christ as their Saviour, they receive life. And
when that happens God sends his Spirit to dwell inside of them, and the person is spiritually baptised into
the body of Christ. It is at that moment that a person is born into the family of God!
1 John 5:12-13 ‘He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.’
1 John 5:1 ‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.’
Ephesians 1:13 ‘In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise,’
When a person receives Christ they are quickened (this means made alive), they become a new creature (a
living child of God), and they become a part of the body of Christ—the Church.
2 Corinthians 5:17 ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.’
Alright, so we see the word ‘church’ is sometimes simply a reference to the family of God; those who have
been called out of their sins and into the Saviour. They are God’s children, saved by the blood of Christ,
living no longer for their own glory, but for the glory of God. They are truly new creatures in Christ. They
are the glorious Church–the body–the bride of Christ!
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However, there is a second way the word ‘church’ is used in Scripture.
THE NEW TESTAMENT

ALSO USES THE WORD ‘CHURCH’ TO REFER TO A LOCAL CONGREGATION OF

BELIEVERS

Often the word ‘church’ is simply talking about a local congregation in a certain geological area.
To be frank, most of the time, when the scripture uses the word ‘church’, it is a
reference to a local assembly.
The local assembly (church) is to be the visible representation of the body of Christ.
Thus, the local church should be a group of believers who have banded together for
the purpose of glorifying their heavenly Father. However, though the local church
should only be made up of born-again believers (those who are truly saved), often
the local church has tares (those who are not saved) in it.
It is sad to say, but someone can be a member of a local church and not a member of the body of Christ.
Likewise, someone can be a member of the body of Christ, and not yet a member of a local church. This is
one of the distinct differences between the local church and the body of Christ.
Another difference between the body of Christ and the local church is the fact that there is only one Church
(the body of Christ-1 Corinthians 12) whilst there are several churches (local assemblies) in the world
(Acts 9:31; 13:1; 14:23; 15:41; 1 Corinthians 16:1; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; Revelation 1:4-6; etc.).
Now even though there are differences between the body of Christ and the local assembly, the local assembly
is still highly important in the mind of God. For instance, God established local churches to handle his work
on earth whilst Jesus is in heaven. The local church is the means through which each believer can do their
part in the body of Christ. The Bible puts great emphasis on believers being a part of a local assembly.
The Bible makes clear that if you are saved (a part of the body of Christ) and capable, you should find a
local congregation of believers to join yourself with. It is not an option, but rather a command
(see Acts 2:41-47; Acts 5:1-13; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Hebrews 10:19-25).
Let no one discourage or deceive you, the local church is highly important, and if you want to please God
then you will seek a local church to join yourself with.
Now since being a part of a local church is a command, let us now look at some characteristics of a God
ordained church.

SOME BIBLICAL MARKS OF A TRUE BIBLE CHURCH
•

In a true church, the Bible is the judge in all matters (John 12:48; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;
2 Peter 1:1-4).
In a true church the Bible you can hold in your hands will be the final authority; not tradition,
denominational headquarters, a pope, priest, pastor, or scholar telling you what ‘the original
Greek and Hebrew’ says, or etc. The Bible has always been the authority in the church of God.
For example, even in the beginning the apostles quoted, preached, and continually referred to
the scriptures as their authority (e.g. 2 Peter 3:1-3, 15-16). Therefore, a true church will let God
be true but every other man that contradicts the Bible a liar.
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•

In a true church, the weapons they have will not be carnal but spiritual (Matthew 5:39;
2 Corinthians 10:4; Ephesians 6:10-20).
The New Testament church never forces anyone to be a member of its church. It always goes
to the world and says, ‘choose ye whom ye will serve’.

•

A true church will meet regularly, and particularly on the first day of the week (John 20:19;
Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2).

•

A true church will have Jesus Christ as its head, not a pope or disciple (Matthew 16:18;
Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23).

•

In a true church, Christ leads the church through the pastor, also called an elder or bishop
(1 Timothy 3:1-7; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

•

A true church will be autonomous (independent of any other authority).
This means they will be self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propagating.
We can see this in the fact that each local church in the Bible had its own elders who ruled in
their local congregations (Acts 14:23; 1 Peter 5:1-2). A council or government is not to control
the church in anyway whatsoever. You will never find one church ruling over another in the
New Testament. They were always independent.

•

In a true church, as the church grows, the pastor is assisted in the ministry by deacons and other
helpers (Acts 6:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:8-13).

•

In a true church, the church is to function to edify and equip the saints to do the work of the
ministry so as to bring glory to God (Ephesians 4:11-12; Revelation 4:11). Thus, the church
should put emphasis on the teaching and preaching of the words of God (Acts 20:32;
2 Timothy 4:1-2).

•

A true church multiplies through the witness of believers (Acts 2:47; 8:1-4; 9:31; 20:20).

•

A true church’s members should pray together for the ministry (Acts 1:12-14; 12:5).

•

A true church sends out and supports missionaries to do the work of God (Acts 13:1-3;
Philippians 4:10-17).

•

A true church will teach its members to separate from the world to
keep
worldly
influences
from
hindering
its
work
(2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

•

A true church employs a means of discipline to correct or exclude
wayward members for the health of the church (Matthew 18:15-20,
1 Corinthians 5:1-7).

Now as you can see, the local church is a special thing. There is no doubt that
a God ordained local church will be a blessing to the community, the converted, and Christ. Therefore, if
you are saved, then you need to find a Bible believing and practising local church where you can go and join
yourself with (Acts 2:41-47; Acts 5; 1 Corinthians 1:10). This will not only benefit you, but it will also bring
glory to God; for Christ gets glory in the Church (Ephesians 3:14-21).
Now, let us look at how you can join a local church.
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HOW DOES SOMEONE JOIN A LOCAL CHURCH?
The first thing is to pray and seek the will of God through his words. You need to judge every church you
visit by the words of God. Remember that just because a church claims to be of God does not mean it is.
Judge its morals, music, and messages by the word of God!
Once you think you have found the will of God, you should go for a little while observing and praying for
God to make it abundantly clear to you. That is very important because joining a church is a serious
commitment.
Then, once you are sure of the will of God, you should go to the pastor and tell him you want to join that
local church. After the pastor has made sure of your salvation, separation, and seriousness to the best of his
ability, he will guide you in the process of becoming a member of that local church.

CONCLUSION
The Church–the body of Christ–is God’s chosen people. Every child of God from every location is a member
of this glorious Church. The Church spans all skin colours, gender, and economic standing.
The Church unites us in such a way as the world longs for. In the Church we have brothers and sisters from
all walks of life, and yet upon meeting one another we have an innate love and loyalty that unites us—a love
and loyalty to our heavenly Father.
Sinner, if you are not a part of this Church, I beseech you to be reconciled to God. Come to know Jesus
Christ today. Call out to him and receive him as your Lord, your Saviour. Repent and believe the gospel (the
gospel is the truth that Christ died for your sins, was buried, and rose again). Call upon the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved.
The very moment you receive Christ you will be baptised by the Spirit into the body of Christ. You will then
be accepted into the beloved (Ephesians 1:1-14).
Saint, I beseech you to find a local church to be faithful to,
and get busy serving God.
Dear Christian, if you desire to be what you should be for God, then you should be involved in a local church.
Going to the local gathering is not meant to be a burden, but a blessing. If your heart is right with God and
the church is right with God, then you will find that meeting with the brethren and sisters will become the
highlight of your week.
Brothers and sisters, let us all go on to perfection.
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INTRODUCTION
In our last lesson we showed that in the New Testament the word ‘church’ has two different meanings.
Sometimes when the word ‘church’ is used it is referring to all the saved children of God from every walk
of life and location. Whilst other times when the word ‘church’ is used in the New Testament it can be a
reference to a local gathering of believers. We then went further and spoke about the marks of a true church.
And then we talked about how to join a church.
In this lesson we will continue our study of the Church by looking at how God desires the members of the
Church to behave. As such, we are going to look at the manners of the members of the Church.
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THE MANNERS OF THE CHURCH
When someone receives the Lord Jesus Christ they are born again and become a new creature in Christ. They
get a new family (the family of God), a new Father (the one true God), and a new focus (a heavenly focus).
2 Corinthians 5:17 ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.’
Now since every child of God is a new creature, they will have new desires, new hopes, and new convictions;
which in turn should result in new manners of living.
Colossians 3:1-3 ‘If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.’
Since the above is absolutely true of every child of God, that means the members of the Church should act
differently. The Church should have different manners than the world. And what are the manners that every
member of the Church should have?
1. The members of the Church should trust God over their feelings, family, friends, or foes.
Romans 3:4 ‘…let God be true, but every man a liar;…’
All of us will fail from time to time, but God never does. That is why one
of the most important manners the members of the Church should have is a
complete trust in Christ—a trust that believes God’s words over friends,
family, or our own feelings. Our feelings change but God’s words never
change. Thus, let us fully trust God and his words in every area of our life.
‘…let God be true, but every man a liar…’
2. The members of the Church should pray fervently every day.
The members of the Church should be faithful to pray.
Matthew 26:41 ‘Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’
Luke 18:1 ‘And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that
men ought always to pray, and not to faint;’
Romans 1:9 ‘For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son,
that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;’
Ephesians 6:16-19 ‘Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be
given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,’
1 Thessalonians 5:17 ‘Pray without ceasing.’
1 Timothy 2:1-3 ‘I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in
the sight of God our Saviour;’
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To not pray is a sin which must be repented of. If you find you are cold and callous toward prayer, go to
God, confess your lack of desire for prayer; tell him the truth and ask for a renewed spirit of prayer. Tell him
something like, ‘God, I don’t desire to pray as I should, would you please help me by giving me a spirit of
prayer?’ Then, start praying—regardless if you feel like it or not. In time, the spirit of prayer will come!
3. The members of the Church should read and study the Bible daily.
Acts 17:11 ‘These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.’
1 Peter 2:1-3 ‘Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies,
and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.’
Psalm 119:9-11 ‘Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. With my
whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy
commandments. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee.’
Proverbs 8:33-34 ‘Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.’
1 Timothy 4:13 ‘Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.’
2 Timothy 2:15 ‘Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.’
In the word of God we find the way to heaven and the source for growth as a believer. If we as Christians
want to live right and grow, then the Bible must be our life and guide!
4. The members of the Church should enjoy meeting with one another regularly.
Acts 5:42 ‘And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach
Jesus Christ.’
Hebrews 10:22-25 ‘Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for
he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so
much the more, as ye see the day approaching.’
5. The members of the Church should love one another fervently.
John 13:34-35 ‘A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another.’
1 John 4:20-21 ‘If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this
commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.’
1 John 5:1-3 ‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God,
that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.’
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6. The members of the Church should seek to be a blessing to all men, especially unto them who
are of the household of faith.
Galatians 6:9-10 ‘And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of faith.’
1 John 3:14-19 ‘We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a
murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we
the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren. But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us
not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of
the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.’
7. The members of the Church should seek to please God in all they do from a heart of love,
loyalty, and liberty.
Christians should have a love for Jesus Christ that causes them to strive to keep his commandments.
Matthew 22:34-38 ‘But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to
silence, they were gathered together. Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a
question, tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus
said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.’
John 14:15 ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments.’
Romans 12:1-2 ‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.’
(See also Matthew 16:24-25; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 10:31; 2 Timothy 2:1-4)
8. The members of the Church should strive to be disciplined, realising that feelings come and
go, but duty always stands.
Christians should do their whole duty based upon a voluntary submission of the soul to the will of God
instead of basing their obedience upon emotional ups and downs.
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ‘Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore
so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.’
A Christian must understand that self-denial is one of the leading attributes of a Christian.
Matthew 10:38-39 ‘And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of
me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.’
Matthew 16:24-25 ‘Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose
it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.’
Christians should not seek beds of ease, but rather battles for eternity. They should seek to please their
heavenly Father in all they do and say!
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2 Timothy 2:1-4 ‘Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And
the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.’
9. The members of the Church should desire to separate from any people, places, or products
that tempt them to sin.
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 ‘Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he
that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God;
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.’
10. The members of the Church should not use other people’s mistakes as an excuse for their own
sins.
2 Corinthians 10:12 ‘For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves
with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and
comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.’
The Christian knows that everyone messes up. Therefore, the Christian should not allow someone else’s
mistakes to make them feel good about their own mistakes. A Christian should simply strive to be perfect
even as their Father in heaven is perfect.
Matthew 5:48 ‘Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.’
11. The members of the Church should strive to be completely honest in their words, works, and
worldly possessions.
Psalm 15:1-5 ‘LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He
that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.
In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he
honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to
his own hurt, and changeth not. He that putteth not out his
money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He
that doeth these things shall never be moved.’
12. The members of the Church should strive to tell others about Jesus Christ through their words
and works.
The Christian should witness to others about the truth of the gospel through their words and works.
Matthew 5:14-16 ‘Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.’
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Mark 5:18-20 ‘And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the
devil prayed him that he might be with him. Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him,
Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had
compassion on thee. And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus
had done for him: and all men did marvel.’
God has been so good to us, surely we should willing tell anybody we meet about how good God has been
to us!

CONCLUSION
The previous manners are just a few of the actions you should find in a normal child of God. For every child
of God is a new creature in Christ who has been born again by the Spirit of God.
Dear child of God, it is such a blessing to be a part of the household of faith with Christ as our Saviour. He
is so good to us. He loves us unconditionally. What a Saviour is he! Oh’ may we as members of the Church
of God become more like Jesus that we might bring pleasure to our great God!
Dear sinner, if you do not know him as your personal Saviour I want you to know that you can never please
him until you get saved. Therefore, the first step you must do if you are to please him, is get saved. Then
after you are saved, the next step in pleasing him is to get serious about serving him.
If you are not saved, why not get saved today?
Romans 6:23 ‘For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.’
Romans 10:9-11 ‘That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.’
If you are saved, why not serve him with all your might today?
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INTRODUCTION
In our last couple of lessons we have addressed the meanings of the word ‘Church’ and some of the manners
of the Church. In this lesson we are going to look at some of the main beliefs of the Church.
The main beliefs we will look at are:
1. Salvation is by grace,
2. The Saved are to be baptised in water,
3. The Lord’s Supper is to be done in remembrance of the Lord,
4. The Saints are safe and secure in Jesus forever,
5. There is a Sinful nature to deal with, and
6. The Scriptures are the final authority
So let us begin.
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I. SALVATION IS BY GRACE
The first main belief we want to cover is the fact that salvation is by the grace of God and not by works!
Ephesians 2:1-9 ‘And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein
in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all
had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and
of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast.’
Any person who has ever been saved from the wrath of God was saved by nothing but the grace of God!
Romans 11:5-6 ‘Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the
election of grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.
But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.’
Titus 3:5-7 ‘Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.’
A person can never be justified before God by doing works. If a person is going to be justified before God
then they must be saved by ‘grace’. And grace is simply ‘God giving you what you do not deserve’. None
of us deserve heaven for all of us are sinful by nature and choice, and as such deserve nothing but the
punishment of God.
In and of ourselves, we are innately wicked and vile.
Jeremiah 17:9 ‘The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know
it?’
Anything we would or could bring to God is tainted with sin and would never be good enough to get us to
heaven.
Proverbs 21:27 ‘The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he
bringeth it with a wicked mind?’
Isaiah 64:6 ‘But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.’
Job 15:14-16 ‘What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is born of a woman, that
he should be righteous? Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are not clean
in his sight. How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?’
Ecclesiastes 7:20 ‘For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.’
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Isaiah 53:6 ‘All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.’
It is very clear from the scriptures that all of us in our natural state are sinful, rebellious creatures who deserve
to go to hell.
But it is also clear from the scriptures that we can be saved from the wrath we deserve by the grace of God.
Romans 3:19-31 ‘Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who
are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the
law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of
God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works?
Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law. Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the
Gentiles also: Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and
uncircumcision through faith. Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we
establish the law.’
All of us are sinful and deserve hell. BUT GOD IS GRACIOUS. He is so gracious that he sent his Son to be
the propitiation (substitute that appeases the wrath of God) for our sins so that all we have to do to be saved
from the wrath of God is put our faith in Jesus Christ’s atoning sacrifice.
Salvation is as simple as trusting in the shed blood of Jesus Christ and his resurrection, receiving the gift of
eternal life by faith.
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 ‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye
keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:’
Acts 16:30-31 ‘...Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.’
John 1:11-13 ‘He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.’
Romans 10:9-13 ‘That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference
between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Salvation is simple, but it is only by grace and only through the Lord Jesus Christ!
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Have you received the free gift of eternal life?
John 14:6 ‘Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.’
Acts 4:12 ‘Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.’
Romans 5:20-21 ‘Moreover the law entered, that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord.’
Salvation by grace is the first main belief of the church. Now let us look at the second main belief.

II. THE SAVED ARE TO BE BAPTISED IN WATER
In the Biblical account of the first century Church, the book of Acts, you will find
that when people believed on Christ, they were baptised in water shortly
thereafter. The people did not wait and contemplate whether they should get
baptised in water, they just did it (Acts 2:41; 8:12; 26-38; 10:34-48; 16:25-34;
18:1-8).
The Bible examples of people getting baptised are many, and so water baptism
must be important. But why? What is it all about?
Well before we explain what water baptism is all about, let us explain what water baptism is not.
Water baptism is not in any shape, form, or fashion a means by which you can be saved from hell. A person
can be baptised by one of the greatest men of God that has ever lived and still die and go to hell (e.g. Judas
Iscariot). Moreover, a person can never be baptised in water and still go to heaven (e.g. the thief on the cross
spoken of in Luke 23:32-43).
The Bible is very clear, water baptism is not about saving a person from going to hell. The only baptism that
will save a person from going to hell is the spiritual baptism that Jesus Christ gives to a person when they
put their trust in him for salvation (Mark 1:6-8; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 12:13). This is why a person is
not to be baptised in water until after they have professed their belief in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Acts 8:36-38 ‘And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch
said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water,
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.’
Now since water baptism is not about saving a soul from hell, what is water baptism about? Why should a
person be baptised in water?
Well, a person should be baptised in water for three main reasons.
1. A person should be baptised in water because water baptism is a work someone can do that will
please the Father.
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In Matthew 28:19-20, the Lord Jesus made clear to his disciples that he desired them to baptise new believers
in water.
Therefore, every time the Church scripturally baptises a person, they are showing the world that Jesus is to
be taken seriously and obeyed promptly. Every time someone is baptised in water, they are honouring the
Son; and as such they are honouring the Father; and that my dear friend is reason enough to be baptised in
water.
2. A person should be baptised in water because water baptism functions as a means by which someone
can publicly identify with the Saviour and God’s people.
In the Bible, water baptism was a means by which someone identified with a teaching, group, or person
(1 Corinthians 10:1-2; John 3:22-4:1).
When a person is scripturally baptised in water in the name of the Lord, they are publicly identifying with
the Saviour (who has come and is coming again) and with his people—the Church.
Water baptism is like a member of a sports team putting their jersey on so that everyone can know what team
they play for. They are already on the team, but the jersey is a way by which everyone knows whose side
they are on. Dear reader, if you are saved, you should willingly put your jersey on so that others can see you
are a serious player on the team.
3. A person should be baptised in water to give a public testimony of their inward faith.
When a person is saved they are saved by believing Jesus Christ died for their sins, was buried, and rose
from the grave on the third day. At that moment they are spiritually baptised into the body of Christ. That
means, among other things, that they are spiritually crucified with Christ, buried with him, and then raised
to walk in newness of life.
Now since all of that takes place on the inside and no one can see it take place, a person is to be baptised in
water as a public testimony of their inward faith. A person is baptised to show the world that they believe
Jesus Christ died for their sins, was buried, and rose again. That they too have died to their old man, buried
him, and risen to walk in newness of life. That they have committed the keeping of their soul to Christ!
Water baptism is similar to a wedding ring. Just like a wedding ring is a picture of two people’s commitment
to one another, even so is water baptism a picture of a person’s commitment to Christ. Water baptism is a
figure/picture of the one true spiritual baptism.
Now since water baptism is figure of the spiritual baptism that takes place when a person is saved, a person
is to be baptised in water in such a way as to picture the fact that they have been ‘crucified with Christ’ (that
is why they are upright in the water), ‘buried with Christ’ (that is why they are immersed into the water),
and then ‘raised to walk in newness of life’ (that is why they are raised out of the water).
The Bible is clear, water baptism is a means by which a believer can show to the world:
a. that they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection,
b. that they willingly want to obey and follow him, and
c. that they are not ashamed to be known as a follower of Christ.
As such, though water baptism does not save a person from going to hell, it will please the Lord, and it can
save a person from bad company and a bad conscience. Thus, water baptism is highly important and should
be taken seriously.
The Church that follows the Bible, believes and understands that water baptism is a wonderful picture of the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. It is a picture of being planted into the body of Christ and being
raised to walk with the Lord. Therefore, the Church believes every Christian, and only Christians, should
willingly be scripturally baptised!
Lesson 15: The Seed’s Pardoned People – Part 3 – Main Beliefs

151

We are now ready to discuss another one of the Church’s main beliefs.

III. THE LORD’S SUPPER IS TO BE DONE IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD
The Lord’s Supper is a special supper which Christ instituted for the Church to do as often as God leads.
This supper is a special occasion where the Church remembers Jesus’ sacrifice and soon return.
1 Corinthians 11:23-25 ‘For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you,
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given
thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in
remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying,
This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.’
This special supper called the Lord’s Supper consists of unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine (grape
juice).
-

The bread we use in the Lord’s Supper represents the body of Jesus Christ.
Luke 22:19 ‘And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying,
This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.’

Since the bread used in the Lord’s Supper represents the body of Christ, we should only use unleavened
bread.
The reason we do not use leavened bread (e.g. scones, biscuits, etc.) is because in the Bible leaven is often
symbolic of sin (Matthew 16:6-12 & 1 Corinthians 5:6-8), and since the bread represents Christ’s body
which was without sin (1 Peter 2:21-22), then the bread must be without leaven.
-

The cup we use in the Lord’s Supper represents the blood of Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 11:25 ‘After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped,
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in
remembrance of me.’

Since the cup represents the blood of Jesus Christ, we should use the fruit of the vine (Matthew 26:26-29).
The fruit of the vine that Jesus was talking about was fresh squeezed grape juice (Genesis 40:10-11). In the
Bible grape juice often represents blood (Deuteronomy 32:14).
So, we should partake of the Lord’s Supper as oft as the Lord directs; eating unleavened bread to represent the
body of Christ which was broken for us and drinking grape juice to represent the blood Jesus shed for us.
Now please notice that the bread and cup represent the Lord’s body and blood. The elements used during
the Lord’s Supper are pictures of the Lord and not literally the Lord. The elements of the Lord’s Supper are
similar to the picture you may have of your spouse. You may take it out from time to time and look at it so
you can remember them. You may even take it out and show someone, saying ‘look, here is my spouse’.
That picture is not literally your spouse, but it is your spouse, it is a picture of your spouse. A picture that
you can look at from time to time to keep your heart warm as you remember and reflect upon them. As such,
the Church that follows the Bible believes that every saved child of God and only the saved children of God,
should partake of the Lord’s Supper, not as a way of staying saved, or getting saved, but rather as a way of
remembering what the Lord did for them and a way of remembering that he is coming again.
At this moment, we are ready to go to the next main belief of the Church.
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IV. THE SAINTS ARE SAFE AND SECURE IN JESUS FOREVER
The Bible teaches conclusively that a person who has put their faith on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation is
safe and secure in the arms of Jesus forever. Every person that puts their faith in Christ WILL GO TO
HEAVEN, no matter what! This is a fact that Christ wants you to know (see 1 John 5:12-13). However, it is
a debated topic amongst people because people often try to make the scriptures fit their own ideas. As a true
child of God you must let God be true, but every man a liar. You must trust God more than anyone, even
more than yourself (Proverbs 3:5).
Now since this is a debated topic, we want to give you some good scriptural truths that will help you with
this subject:
A. God knows his sheep and he keeps them safe and secure in his own hand.
John 10:27-30 ‘My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father’s hand. I and my Father are one.’
In John 10:28, when the Bible uses the word ‘man’ it means ‘human’ or ‘mankind’ (a person).
After a person gets saved, they are put into the hand of God and nobody (including themselves) can pluck
them out of the safety of his hand.
B. The Holy Spirit seals his sheep.
Ephesians 1:11-13 ‘In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That
we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,’
After you trust Christ to save your soul, your soul (the real you) is made perfect by the washing of the
blood of Christ. You are then placed into the hand of God and sealed by the
Holy Spirit until your body is changed to perfection like your soul. This
keeps your soul sealed from sin and its effects. In God’s eyes, the real you
(your soul) is completely perfect and sinless (1 John 3:9).
A child of God is safe and secure
in the hands of God.
C. God keeps his sheep clean.
2 Timothy 1:12 ‘For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not
ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which
I have committed unto him against that day.’
D. God has reserved an inheritance for his sheep that fadeth not away.
1 Peter 1:3-5 ‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.’
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When a person gets saved, God gives that person a lively hope that one day they will get an inheritance that
is incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. That inheritance is reserved in heaven for them and
they are kept by the power of God until that inheritance is revealed unto them.
So if you are saved, right now in heaven there is an inheritance with your name on it awaiting your arrival.
Praise the Lord!
E. God has predestined his sheep to be conformed to his image. That means that no matter
what happens on this earth, they will be conformed to his image.
Romans 8:28-39 ‘And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them
he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’
With just those few scriptures we can clearly see that a person is saved and kept by God. Every child of God
is safe and secure for all of eternity.
Of course, some will have a hard time accepting this and will say such things as, ‘If that is the truth, then we
can do anything we want to as long as we are saved’. Well, yes and no.
1. A child of God has a new nature that wants to do right in order that they might please their heavenly
Father whom they love so dearly. And so yes, in a sense, a saved person can do anything they want
to do, for God has changed their wants!
2. A child of God still has an old nature that wants to do wrong (we will talk on this shortly). And so
now, in a child of God cannot do anything they want to do, for they sometimes want to do wrong.
And if they do wrong, though will they not be sent to hell, they will not get away with it.
If a child of God sins, the Spirit of God will warn them through preachers, friends, family, and their
conscience. If they will not listen to God’s warning, their fellowship with God may be broken (but not their
relationship) and God will chastise them (Hebrews 12:1-11).
That chastisement may result in them becoming emotionally or physically sick, and maybe even physical
dead (1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 11:27-32). A child of God will reap what they sow (Galatians 6:7-8). So even
though God will not cast a child of God into hell, he will chastise them. And it is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God!
However, let me hasten to say, if the child of God confesses their sins they find forgiveness and avoid all of
the above (1 Corinthians 11:31; 1 John 1:3-10).
This brings us to another main belief of the Church.
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V. THERE IS A SINFUL NATURE TO DEAL WITH
When a person gets saved they become a new creature in Christ. As a new
creature they get new desires, new hopes, and new ambitions. Everything in their
life changes.
However, they still have the old sinful nature to deal with. That means that every
Christian in this world is going to have a battle raging on the inside between two
natures—one that desires to do what pleases God versus another nature that
desires to do wrong.
Even the apostle Paul, who no doubt was one of the greatest Christians to ever live, faced this same battle
(see Romans 7:14-25).
So the battle between the sinful nature and the saved nature is very real. However, let me hasten to say that
even though the battle rages and is ever so real, the Christian can and should live in victory over their sinful
nature. Actually, God has given us some steps to take in order to attain victory.
Now, what are those steps? What steps can every child of God take in order to have victory over the flesh
and live a pure and holy life? The steps are:
1. Confess your sins daily.
Do not let sin or failure keep you down. When you fall and do wrong, confess
your sins and then get back up and try to do better next time. The Lord will forgive
every sin you have ever committed—just be sure you are honest with God.
1 John 1:9 ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’
Proverbs 28:13 ‘He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.’
2. Get rid of and stay away from any product, place, or person that tempts you to sin.
Romans 13:14 ‘But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to
fulfil the lusts thereof.’
The Bible is clear, you can make provision for the flesh. As such you need to know your weaknesses and
stay away from every person, place, and product that tempts you to do wrong.
Ephesians 4:27 ‘Neither give place to the devil.’
The devil is every Christian's enemy. He is always looking for a weakness in their armour. Do not give him
a place to attack. Definitely do not put yourself in harm’s way. Do not invite him in through music, movies,
media, machines, magic, images, drugs, alcohol, idols, books, etc. Avoid wickedness, turn from it, resist it.
Yea, even flee from it!
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3. Stay in the Bible and memorise it.
Hebrews 4:12 ‘For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.’
The Bible is extremely powerful. The Bible is the Christian’s weapon against
sin, self, and Satan. The Bible is the weapon that will help us to stay clean. Pick
your weapon up, get to know it well, and learn how to use it.
Psalm 119:9 ‘Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto
according to thy word.’
Psalm 119:11 ‘Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.’
If you desire victory over sin, self, society, and Satan, you must follow Jesus’ example and use the sword of
the Spirit in your spiritual battles (Matthew 4).
Keep the Bible close to your heart and head. Read it, memorise it, preach it, and live it. The Bible is
paramount in the life of every believer. Do not let the world, the flesh, or the devil rob you from its peace,
power, and provision. Keep yourself in the Bible!
4. Walk in the Spirit and get busy living for God every single day (Romans 6:11-13; 13:14).
Galatians 5:16 ‘This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.’
When people get saved they often willingly stop all the foolish and destructive habits they have been doing.
This is wonderful, but it creates a void in their life that must be filled. Therefore, God saves every Christian
not to sit, but rather to serve. It is in serving in the field with their Lord where the Christian finds great
strength and satisfaction in life. That is why every victorious and successful Christian addicts themselves to
the work of the ministry.
1 Corinthians 16:15 ‘I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the
firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)’
5. Pray to God on a regular basis.
Hebrews 4:15-16 ‘For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need.’
When you feel tempted, go to Jesus in prayer and ask him to help you fight the temptation. He knows and
understands what you are going through because he also was tempted, yet without sin. That means he knows
how to overcome temptation. Ask for his help and do what he directs you to do.
6. Take God’s escape out of the temptation.
1 Corinthians 10:13 ‘There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.’
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God will give you a way to escape any temptation. It is up to you to look for the way of escape and take it.
The way to escape may be to read the Bible, or it may be to pray, or it may be to firmly resist and refuse it,
or it may be to get up and leave (Genesis 39:2-12). Look for the escape and take it!
Christian, through the help and power of Jesus Christ, you can live in victory (1 Corinthians 15:56-58).
Claim the victory that is yours, reckon yourself dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God (Romans 6:6-14),
and live a holy, clean, and pure life for the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:15-16)!
Now at this moment let me do a bit of a review of the main beliefs we have looked at.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Salvation is by grace
The Saved are to be baptised in water
The Lord’s Supper is to be done in remember of the Lord
The Saints are safe and secure in Jesus forever
There is a Sinful nature to deal with

And now let us look at another main belief of the church.

IV. THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE FINAL AUTHORITY
God desires to guide and direct his people into a successful Christian life. Thus, God speaks to his people
regularly. He does this through many different means. Sometimes he speaks to our consciences. Sometimes
he speaks through circumstances. Other times he speaks through our church leaders or companions. These
are all very good avenues for God to speak to us. But we must be careful with all of these, because sometimes
the enemy will also use those avenues to deceive us. For example:
1. Our consciences can become seared and we can deceive ourselves.
1 Timothy 4:1-2 ‘Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;’
2 Timothy 3:12-13 ‘Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.’
2. We can cause ourselves to have dreams that are not from God.
Ecclesiastes 5:1-3 ‘Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to
hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with
thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven,
and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a dream cometh through the multitude
of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words.’
That is why the Bible says beware of a man who puts a lot of emphasis on a dream.
Jeremiah 23:25-27 ‘I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name,
saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that
prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart; Which think to cause my
people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their
fathers have forgotten my name for Baal.’
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3. False prophets are often in churches claiming to be men or women of God.
2 Corinthians 11:13 ‘For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ.’
4. Satan himself can transform himself into an angel of light and trick you into thinking you have
seen a vision from God.
2 Corinthians 11:14 ‘And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.’
Now if all of these deceptions are in the world, what are we supposed to do? How can we know if what we
are hearing, seeing, feeling, etc. is from God or not? How can we know we are really hearing from God?
Well fortunately God has given us something to judge everyone and everything by, and that is the written
words of God. God has given us something that is more sure than our conscience, companions,
circumstances, churches, or etc. He has given us his words in a Book. And it is that Book we are to use to
judge everything and everyone by.
Isaiah 8:20 ‘To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.’
God is very clear; his written words must be our final authority. It is the words of God that are more sure
than anything else in this world, even more sure than the audible words of God.
2 Peter 1:14-21 ‘Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord
Jesus Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease
to have these things always in remembrance. For we have not followed cunningly devised fables,
when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy
mount. We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.’
The Bible is the foundation on which we are to rest our faith!
It is in the Bible that we find:
1. The truth.
Psalm 119:160 ‘Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous
judgments endureth for ever.’
John 17:17 ‘Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.’
2. Protection from self-deception.
James 1:16-25 ‘Do not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind
of firstfruits of his creatures. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.
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Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like
unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed.’
3. Protection from outside deception.
2 Timothy 3:12-17 ‘Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But
continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom
thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.’
4. Understanding and enlightenment.
Psalm 19:7-8 ‘The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart:
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.’
5. The way to true success and prosperity.
Joshua 1:6-8 ‘Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an
inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant
commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper
whithersoever thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.’
Psalm 1:1-3 ‘Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the
LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.’
God’s words are highly important. They are to be paramount in the life of the Christian. Without the Bible
we would be like a ship without a rudder, being tossed to and fro by the roaring angry waves of the deadly
sea of unbelief and doubt. But thank the Lord we have a Bible which leads us to the Anchor of the soul.
Thank God we have a firm foundation on which to build our life.
Therefore let us:
•

Live by God’s words,

Luke 4:4 ‘And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word of God.’
•

Love God’s words,

Psalm 119:127 ‘Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.’
Psalm 119:140 ‘Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.’
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•

And Let God’s words light our path

Psalm 119:97-105 ‘O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou through thy
commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. I have more
understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more
than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that
I might keep thy word. I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me. How
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through thy precepts
I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. NUN. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.’
Dear Christian, you cannot put too much emphasis on the Bible, for God himself has exalted his words above
his own name.
Psalm 138:2 ‘I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy
lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.’
Make sure you prize God’s words for they are more precious than gold.
In a world that is being tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine let us rest on ‘Thus saith the Lord’,
knowing that God speaks clearly and concisely in the scriptures.
Matthew 7:24-27 ‘Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded
upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall
of it.

Conclusion
We could have discussed many more doctrines, but if you understand:
1. Salvation is by grace alone;
2. Security of the believer;
3. The Sinful nature of the believer; and
4. The Scriptures are the final authority,
Then God will lead you through his Spirit into all the other necessary doctrines. That is as long as you stay
humble, teachable, and faithful to God’s perfect words.
May God bless you as you put him first in your life!
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INTRODUCTION
In our last three studies, we have studied the meaning of the word ‘Church’, the manners of the Church, and
the main beliefs of the Church. In this lesson, we are going to look at ‘The Mission of the Church’.
God did not save us to sit around, but rather to serve. Christ has redeemed us to enable us to bring forth fruit
unto the glory of God! The Lord has a mission for his Church. Now what is the mission? Is the mission of
the Church to fight poverty, start hospitals and schools, get involved in politics, etc.? Well, in and of
themselves those things may be okay, but those things are not the goal; they are not the mission of the
Church. They may be a means to accomplish the goal, but they are not the goal. The Church’s mission is not
humanistic or manward at its core but rather Godward. The Church’s mission is very simple; it is to bring
honour and glory to God!
In the book of Revelation, John was transported from the earth into the throne room in heaven. Whilst there
he saw the Lord upon his throne with twenty-four elders and four beasts around the throne worshipping and
honouring the Lord. Then John sees the following:
Revelation 4:8-11 ‘And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were
full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come. And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to
him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall down
before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their
crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.’
You see, God is worthy of all! He is worthy to receive glory, honour, and power. He has created all things
for his pleasure. And that includes the Church of God. That means that the mission of the Church of God is
simple; it is to bring pleasure unto God! God is to be paramount. We are here for his pleasure!
Helping humanity is great, but that is to be secondary to our main goal. We must remember that the Church’s
mission is to bring God glory, honour, and pleasure.
But now the logical question is, ‘how does the Church bring glory, honour, and pleasure to God?’ Well, the
answer is not as hard as we may think. There are actually only three main things the Church must do if she
is to glorify the Father. Those three things are:
1. Exalt the Saviour,
2. Edify and equip the Church’s members to do the work of God, and
3. Evangelise the sinner
Now there are other things the Church may and probably should be involved in, but everything she does
will revolve or be connected with the above three things. So in this lesson, we will briefly look at each of
those three things and hopefully as we do you will think of ways that you can help the Church in her
endeavour to bring glory to our heavenly Father.
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THE CHURCH IS TO EXALT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
If the Church is going to bring God pleasure, then she must exalt the Lord Jesus Christ. As a matter of fact,
if we do not honour the Son then we do not honour the Father.
John 5:20-23 ‘For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth:
and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth up
the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the Father judgeth
no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men should honour the Son,
even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which
hath sent him.’
A person cannot say that he or she loves and honours God if they do not honour and love the Son!
Jesus Christ is the head of the Church and thus he is to have the pre-eminence in all things. He is to be
exalted!
Colossians 1:16-19 ‘For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him
should all fulness dwell;’
The Church was not created to entertain man, but rather to exalt the Master. That means that everything
conducted at the meeting-house or done by the Church should be done to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:20-21 ‘Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.’
Jesus Christ is to have the pre-eminence in all that we do. He is to be glorified and exalted for he is worthy!
This is the first and foremost way we can bring pleasure to God!
Exalting the Saviour is the most paramount thing we can do. Everything must revolve around him. The
Church is to be Christ-centred and not man-centred. We are to be Christians not humanists! Therefore let us
exalt the Lord Jesus Christ and so fulfil the mission of the Church!
So the first and most important thing we can do to bring glory to God is simply to do all we do in order to
exalt the Saviour.
Now let us look at another thing the Church is to do.
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THE CHURCH IS TO EDIFY AND EQUIP HER MEMBERS TO DO THE WORK OF GOD
Ephesians 4:11-15 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:’
One of the main ways the Church can accomplish her mission of bringing glory, honour, and pleasure to
God is by edifying and equipping her members to be mature spiritual warriors for Christ.
Therefore, in the meeting-house, there should be great emphasis placed on the teaching and preaching of the
words of God; for it is the words of God that will build us up into mature Christians (Acts 20:32).
Dear Christian, God wants you to know how to handle the Bible. God does not desire you to be tossed to and
fro with every wind of doctrine. He desires you to be a warrior who can use the sword—the words of God
(Ephesians 6:10-20).
That means that if the Church wants to please her Master, then she must teach and preach the words of God
unto her members!
Now lest you think you are exempt from this process, because you are not a ‘preacher’, let us remind you
that every child of God can be used of God to help equip the members. You can make a difference!
The way you can help is by being a good example to your fellow believers by offering a word of
encouragement and staying faithful to the things of God regardless of your circumstances. Truly, your life
will preach louder to your brothers and sisters than your lips could ever preach!
2 Corinthians 3:2 ‘Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:’
Hebrews 10:22-25 ‘Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold
fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us
consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching.’
Okay, so far we have seen that the way the Church is going to accomplish her mission of bringing glory,
honour, and pleasure unto her God is by exalting the Saviour and by edifying and equipping her members.
But there is one more thing that the Church must be involved in if she is going to accomplish the mission
the Lord sent her out to do; and that is:

THE CHURCH IS TO EVANGELISE THE LOST
If the Church is going to bring glory to God then she needs to be actively involved in witnessing to others
about Christ. She needs to be aggressive about winning others to her Master!
Someone once asked Lyman Beecher, ‘Mr. Beecher, what do you consider the greatest thing a human being
can do or be?’
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Without hesitation, the famous preacher replied, ‘The greatest thing is not that one should be a scientist,
important as that is; nor that one should be a statesman, vastly important as that is; nor even that one should
be a theologian, immeasurably important as that is. But the greatest thing of all is for one human being to
bring another human being to Christ.’
It is truly a great and wonderful work to bring a lost hell-bound sinner to Christ.
Right now, the whole world lies in wickedness. They are destined to burn in a lake of fire for all of eternity.
The only thing that will change this is for the Church to go out into all the world and preach the gospel.
Right now, there are many mocking Christ and misusing his blessings; and when they die, they will be cast
into the pit they deserve. Yet God gets no pleasure out of the death of the wicked. Instead, he desires them
to repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ!
Ezekiel 33:11 ‘Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?’
Right now Christ is putting up with a lot of vileness and mockery directed toward him. Why? Because he
desires them to be saved from the suffering to come.
2 Peter 3:9 ‘The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.’
God desires all men everywhere to be saved. He gets great joy out of just one sinner repenting and coming
to know the peace that passeth all understanding.
Luke 15:10 ‘Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner that repenteth.’
The salvation of souls is God’s will and desire. That is why if we are going to accomplish our mission of
bringing him pleasure then we must tell others about Christ.
1 Timothy 2:3-4 ‘For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.’
After Jesus Christ resurrected from the tomb, he gave us our marching orders—go into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.
Matthew 28:16-20 ‘Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where
Jesus had appointed them. And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.’
Mark 16:15 ‘And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.’
Acts 1:8 ‘But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.’
To preach the gospel around the world is our Great Commission. It is the Great Commission because of:
a. Its size. He told us to go into all the world.
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b. The seriousness of the work. People’s eternal destinies are at stake.
c. The shortness of the work. Life is brief. Thus, we do not have any time to lose.
d. The satisfaction of the work. It is a blessing to tell others about Jesus and watch God transform
their lives; knowing God is smiling and happy.
e. The source of the work. This work is God’s work. The Lord Jesus Christ is the One who told
us to go–not man.
The Great Commission is truly a great commission!
If the Church desires to glorify God then she must go out into the world to reach unbelievers for Christ. We
must be shining lights in this dark world, leading people to the Lord Jesus Christ.
So if you are a part of the church, then you have the duty to let your light so shine before
men; it does not matter how long ago or how recently God lit your candle; you are to let it
shine. Now in case you are worried about not knowing what to say, let me encourage you
to simply go and tell the world how great things God hath done for you (see Mark 5:1-20)!
What a wonderful blessing to be able to go and tell what Jesus has done for us! Let us exalt
the Saviour unto the world through our lives and lips! This is our great work!

CONCLUSION
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour and head of the body (the Church), left us our marching orders. We are
to exalt the Saviour, edify and equip the saints, and evangelise the sinner; and we are to do it all for the glory
and pleasure of God!
Are you involved in this blessed work?
Revelation 5:12 ‘…Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.’
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INTRODUCTION
In our last few lessons, we have been presented how the word ‘Church’ refers to all the children of God as
well as a local group of believers. We have also shown how each member of the Church should act. Then,
we studied a few of the main beliefs of the Church; and then we proceeded further and studied the mission
of the Church.
In the study on the mission of the Church we saw that the Church’s mission is basically the same as all the
others before her. The Church is to honour and lift up the God of heaven to a fallen world. She is to do this
by exalting the Saviour, edifying and equipping her members to do the work of God, and evangelising the
lost.
Now in this lesson we shall look at the Bible’s prophetic description of the Church to see if she is destined
to succeed or to fail. Will she please her Master or will she grieve him? Will she succeed or will she fail as
all the others before her? What saith the scriptures?
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THE MISTAKE OF THE CHURCH
In the book of Revelation, chapters two and
three, there are seven churches mentioned.
These seven churches were seven literal,
historical churches. However, those seven
churches are also symbolic of the history of the
body of Christ—the Church!
Those seven churches represent seven periods
of what we know as the Church age. In
particular, each of those churches in the book of Revelation represent a certain time frame. E.g., the first
church represents the historical time frame of the Church from around 30 A.D. through around 100 A.D.,
whilst the second church would represent the time frame of the Church from around 100 A.D through to
around 325 A.D, and so on.
Therefore, let us look at each of these churches to learn a little about the Church’s history and future.
THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS (Revelation 2:1-7)
This church represents the Church’s history from around 30 A.D. through to around 100 A.D.
A. This church worked, laboured, and waited for her Lord.
B. This church would not put up with those who were evil.
C. This church was not deceived by false apostles, but rather tried them and found them liars.
D. This church hated the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. Most would agree that that doctrine is the
doctrine which teaches:
•

The clergy are over the laity. It is the teaching that there is one class of people which
are closer to God than another class of people. Therefore, the more ‘spiritual’ class
is to rule over the ‘common people’.

•

Licentious living is okay in the eyes of God as long as you are submissive to the
clergy. In other words, you can gamble (play bingo), drink, fornicate, etc. and it be
considered acceptable, as long as you follow the clergy.

E. This church was very faithful. But towards the end, this church left its first love and became cold
and hard.
THE CHURCH OF SMYRNA (Revelation 2:8-11)
A. This church represents the time from around 100 A.D. through around 325 A.D.
B. This church was physically poor and suffering; and yet at the same time spiritually rich and
rejoicing.
C. This church had to deal with Satanic lies about Jewish descent.
D. This church was characterised by many martyrs.
E. This church does not receive one single rebuke from the Lord.
F. This church was faithful.
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THE CHURCH OF PERGAMOS (Revelation 2:12-17)
A. This church represents the period from around 325 A.D. through around 500 A.D. This is when
the Church joins with the world through the influence of Emperor Constantine. This time marks
the beginning of the dark ages of the Church.
B. This church dwelt where Satan’s seat was.
C. This church went through much sorrow and trouble.
D. This church had many faithful martyrs.
E. This church succumbed to the doctrines of Balaam (putting money, material things, and a mate
over God) and the Nicolaitans (clergy over the laity). This church began to falter from its own
steadfastness and began to adopt the customs of the heathen around them.
THE CHURCH OF THYATIRA (Revelation 2:18-29)
A. This church represents the period from around 500 A.D. through around 1500 A.D. This is when
the true church was persecuted terribly by a false church that claimed to be following Christ.
B. This church was known for its love, loyalty, and labour.
C. However, this church allowed a false prophetess to teach people to commit adultery and idolatry.
Thus, God brought great judgment upon this generation. It was a terrible time, but even in the
midst of this time, God had his faithful few.
THE CHURCH OF SARDIS (Revelation 3:1-6)
A. This church represents the period from around 1500 A.D. through to around 1611 A.D.
B. This church had a name that it lived, but in reality, it was dead. However, even in the midst of
death, there were still some burning living flames for God.
C. This time had many martyrs as the false church continued her assault on the true Church of the
living God.
Some of the burning and often flickering lights during this time were the Anabaptists (in Europe),
Waldensians (in France), Lollards (in England), and Paulicians (in Armenia).
By the way, none of these groups were perfect, but they did reject the great whore (the false
church) and try to follow the scriptures.
THE CHURCH OF PHILADELPHIA (Revelation 3:7-13)
A. This church represents the period from around
1611 A.D. through to around 188A.D.
B. This church was commended over and over
again for its faithfulness in keeping the words of
God.
C. This church was given a great and open door
that no one could shut because they kept God’s words and did not deny his name.
D. This was a church which saw great light. It was the time in history when the Reformation and
great revivals shook the world. This time was a time of great missionary endeavours. It was truly
a blessed time! But of course, anytime God blesses, the devil blasts. Thus, it was also during this
time that many religious cults reared their ugly head (Revelation 3:9). And it was these cults that
planted the seeds of doubt that gave rise to the next period in church history.
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THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA (Revelation 3:14-22)
A. This church represents the period from around 1881 A.D. through to the beginning of the period
known as Jacob’s trouble. Thus, this church represents to us how the Church will be prior to the
culmination of the church age. This is the church age we are now living.
B. This church is neither cold nor hot; it is lukewarm.
C. This church tries to make everybody happy by being
open minded.
D. This church makes her Maker sick.
E. This church is financially rich and thinks it needs
nothing. Yet this church is wretched, miserable, poor,
blind, and naked. She has the wrong values (she is
materialistic), wrong virtues (she walks around naked), and the wrong vision (she is blind).
F. This church is counselled by God to buy gold tried in the fire (this is faith that comes about by
suffering, see 1 Peter 1:3-9; 4:12-19) and white raiment (this is righteousness, see
Revelation 3:4-5; 7:13; 16:15; 19:8).
G. This church age is counselled to anoint her eyes with eye-salve that she might see (in other words,
this church needs to remember they are saved and as such start living like it, see 2 Peter 1:2-11).
H. This time is a time of great apostasy, giving heed to many heresies and heartaches. This time will
be a time when the church will not see any world-wide revivals like the church in Philadelphia
saw; rather it will be a time when the majority will fall away from their own steadfastness.
Thus, from the prophecies and present situation, it is easy to tell that the Church as a whole is destined to
become more and more worldly, selfish, and sinful.
The Church will fall like Israel of old and choose the material over the Master. She
will choose self over the Saviour, her thoughts over the Truth.
The Laodicean church period will be a period of a great falling away. It is this falling
away that will cause the world to plunge into extreme sinfulness.
2 Timothy 3:1-7 ‘This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with
sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth.’
1 Timothy 4:1-3 ‘Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding
to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which
believe and know the truth.’
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2 Timothy 4:3-4 ‘For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.’
Matthew 24:11-12 ‘And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.’
The Church as a whole will fail at her mission. This will result in the world being anti-God, anti-Christ, and
anti-Bible. Therefore, the time that God has given the Gentiles to repent will come to an end, and the world
will be ushered into a time of ‘great tribulation’.
Matthew 24:21 ‘For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.’
This time of the ‘great tribulation’ will be a seven-year period of suffering, sorrow, and sin. It is during this
time God repays the world for their rebellion against him, pouring his wrath out upon a God hating world.
It will be the worst time the world has ever encountered.
Revelation 16:1-11 ‘And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels,
Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. And the first went, and
poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men
which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image. And the second
angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every
living soul died in the sea. And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains
of waters; and they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous,
O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the
blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. And
I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy
judgments. And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto
him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name
of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. And the
fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness;
and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.’
What a terrible thing. What a sad thing. What a sad thing to know,
that the Church will fail at evangelising the world. But this is not the
end of the story for the Church, because even though she stumbles,
God is still faithful! Though she deserves to be punished, God is
faithful and loves her, and as such will by no means subject her to his
wrath. Instead, just before God brings his wrath upon this ungodly
world, Jesus Christ calls his Bride (the Church) out of this world and
into his presence to save them from the wrath to come.
Romans 5:6-9 ‘For when we were yet without strength, in
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.’
1 Thessalonians 5:6-10 ‘Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.
But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an
helmet, the hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together
with him.’
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The way God saves the Church from this terrible time known as the time of Jacob’s Trouble is by transporting
her from earth to heaven. This event is called the Translation (many Bible students refer to this as the
Rapture).
The Church is going to be translated out of this world and into heaven before God brings his wrath upon the
world in a similar way as Enoch was translated before God poured out his wrath upon the pre-flood
generation.
Genesis 5:21-24 ‘And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: And Enoch
walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:
And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God:
and he was not; for God took him.’
Hebrews 11:5 ‘By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found,
because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased
God.’
You see, just as God translated Enoch out of the world and into his presence before he brought his wrath
upon a wicked generation, so too will the Church be translated from out of wicked generation into the
presence of God just before he pours out his wrath upon this world. This is the great hope of every believer.
It is a hope that is attested to throughout the word of God by many proof texts.
For example, even the book of Revelation, which is the book that describes to us some of the events of the
last days, is laid out in such a way as to show us the truth of the translation.
Consider that in Revelation chapter 1 you have the introduction to the book, in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 you
have Jesus’ message to the churches, and then in Revelation chapter 4, John (a type of the church) is translated.
Revelation 4:1-2 ‘After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither,
and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit: and,
behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.’
When John is translated, he is immediately in the spirit seeing the throne room and hearing multitudes of
people who represent the Church praising and worshipping the great God of heaven.
Then, in chapters 6-18 of Revelation, the time of Jacob’s Trouble is described to us in detail. Now the
interesting thing is that there is not one single reference to the Church being on earth in any of those chapters.
As a matter of fact, the Church is not mentioned again in the book of Revelation until Revelation chapter 19;
and it is in that chapter where John sees the Church, the Bride of Christ, in heaven prepared to come back to
earth at the end of Jacob’s Trouble.
Thus, in the book of Revelation, the Church is mentioned before and after the time of Jacob’s Trouble, and
never during the time of Jacob’s Trouble!
As such, it is evident that the Church will not be on this earth during the Time of Jacob’s Trouble. Instead,
just before God is about to pour out his wrath upon the world, God translates the Church from earth to
Heaven. Then after the time of Jacob’s Trouble, Jesus and his bride come back to the earth to take over.
The great event known as the Translation is actually spoken of in somewhat detail by the great apostle Paul
(see 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-58). At this moment, let us look at one of those
passages.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 ‘But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep (when he says asleep he means physically dead), that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which
are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
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archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.’
Now you may be wondering, what does it mean in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, when it says the Lord comes ‘with
a shout’ and ‘with the trump of God’? That is talking about the voice of God (see Revelation 4:1).
You may be wondering, what does it mean in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, when it says, ‘the dead in Christ shall
rise first’? Well, that is talking about the bodies of the dead (saved Christians) being raised and changed into
an incorruptible body. For at the time of the Translation, every saved person’s natural body will be changed
to a spiritual body (1 Corinthians 15:35-44). This body will be a body like unto Christ’s resurrected body
(Philippians 3:21).
This means the resurrected body will:
a. Have flesh and bone (Job 19:25-26; Luke 24:36-40), and yet the body will be a spiritual
body (1 Corinthians 15:34-44).
b. Be able to eat (Luke 24:41-43).
c. Not be limited by time, space, or gravity (Luke 24:31-36; John 20:19, 26).
d. Be eternal (2 Corinthians 5:1).
Ah’, praise the Lord, what a glorious truth that one day we shall be translated from the earth to Heaven, we
shall have a glorious reunion with the saints of old, our corruptible bodies will be changed to glorified bodies,
and we shall see the Lord face to face! This is truly a comfort to the hearts of believers.
Ah’, but the sad thig is this, if you are not saved, I warn you, you will be left behind and enter with the rest
of the heathen into the most disastrous time the world has ever known—the time of Jacob’s Trouble. Dear
soul, the Translation could happen at any time.
Are you ready?
Matthew 24:44 ‘Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh.’
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 ‘But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I
write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in
the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them,
as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.’
If you are not saved, then you should be highly concerned and get converted. If you are a child of God, and
thus a part of the Church, you should praise him for his protection and prepare for his coming.
1 John 2:28 ‘And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.’
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CONCLUSION
The Church, as a whole, is destined to fail, for she gets worldly and materialistic. Thus the world will be cast
into a time of great tribulation. God will pour out his wrath upon an ungodly, wicked, and vile world. Yet,
just before that takes place, God in his mercy rescues his Church—his children! For even though we may
not stay faithful, he abideth faithful and will never leave us nor forsake us. Christian, that should cause you
as an individual to desire to do all you can so that you do not fail your lovely Saviour!
Christian, you do not have to fail! You can be victorious even in the midst of apostasy.
Will you serve the Lord with all your heart, soul, and mind?
1 John 2:28 ‘And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.’
1 John 3:2-3 ‘Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as
he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.’
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INTRODUCTION
In our last study we saw how the Church age is broken up into seven successive time periods. We saw that
the last time period of the Church would be marked by callousness and lukewarmness. We saw that the Bible
prophesies that the Church as a whole is destined to fail in what God instructed her to do. The Church will
cease to make much of a difference in the world. The Church will become self-centred, self-serving, and
self-consumed. As such, the Church will cease to hold back the corruption as she had in the past.
The world will become more and more corrupted. The world will become so bad that most of the world will
want nothing at all to do with the true God of the Bible. The world will be full of people who will be lovers
of pleasure more than lovers of God. The world will be heady, high-minded, and haters of those that are
good. As such, God will bring great tribulation upon this world. He will pour out his judgment and wrath
upon an ungodly world that will be committing ungodly deeds. This judgment will be harsh and hard. Yet,
God in his mercy will have mercy on his Church and spare them from this coming judgment. Before God
starts pouring his wrath out upon this ungodly world, he will transport his Church to heaven. And then,
whilst the world is going through great tribulation, his Church will be judged by the Saviour at the Judgment
Seat of Christ. The Judgment Seat of Christ will be very uncomfortable for some, but yet none of those being
judged at this judgement will be sent to hell. Rather, some will gain rewards and some will lose rewards.
And that is what this lesson is about—The Judgment Seat of Christ!
There are three main passages that deal with this event. Those passages are:
Romans 14:10-12 ‘But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy
brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one
of us shall give account of himself to God.’
2 Corinthians 5:8-11 ‘We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may
be accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or
bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto
God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.’
1 Corinthians 3:11-15 ‘For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall
be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned,
he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.’
When a person gets saved, they are taken out of the
miry clay, set upon a rock (Psalm 40:1-2), and put
into the body of Christ (the Church) by the Spirit of
God.
After that happens, the Christian then begins to build
on the foundation. The good things built on the
foundation are likened unto gold, silver, and
precious stones; whilst the bad things built upon the
foundation are likened unto wood, hay, and stubble.
One day God will call forth every Christian to the Judgment Seat of Christ in order to look at how the
Christian has built upon the foundation they were placed upon. At that judgment, Jesus Christ will take his
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eyes of fire (Revelation 2:18) and examine the Christian’s works. Every work that the Christian has done
that survives the fire will result in the Christian receiving a reward; whilst every work that is burned up by
the fire will result in the Christian suffering lose.
Now there is no doubt that judgment may be uncomfortable for some of us, yet there is also no doubt that
every Christian will make it through the judgment and enter into heaven (see 1 Corinthians 3:15).
Furthermore, there is also no doubt that every Christian will get some kind of reward from God.
1 Corinthians 4:1-5 ‘Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards
of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. But
with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge
not mine own self. For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that
judgeth me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both
will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.’
In light of this judgment every Christiaan should strive for the prize of glorifying and honouring their
Saviour.
Some things every Christian can do to please their Saviour is to:
1. KEEP WORKING
John 9:4 ‘I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when
no man can work.’

We need to be busy about our Father’s business, for our chance to labour for him will soon be over.
2. KEEP WALKING HOLY
We need to live a holy life that is pleasing to God.
1 John 3:1-3 ‘Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.’
1 John 2:28 ‘And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.’
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3. KEEP WATCHING
We should watch for him to come at any day so that we might not be surprised at his
return.
Philippians 3:20-21 ‘For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby
he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.’
Titus 2:13 ‘Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ;’
Matthew 24:42 ‘Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.’
4. KEEP WAITING
Let us patiently wait for our Lord so that we do not falter from his truth.
1 Thessalonians 1:10 ‘And to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us
from the wrath to come’
2 Thessalonians 3:5 ‘And the Lord direct your hearts into the
love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.’
Hebrews 10:35-37 ‘Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence
of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive
the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.’
Are you working, walking, watching, and waiting for the Lord? Oh’ dear Christian—prepare!
Matthew 6:20 ‘But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:’
Hebrews 12:1-3 ‘Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction
of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.’
1 John 2:28 ‘And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.’
2 John 1:8 ‘Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but
that we receive a full reward.’
Jude 1:21 ‘Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto eternal life.’
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CONCLUSION
Dear soul, are you ready for the coming of Christ? If you are saved, then there is no question about it, before
God pours out his wrath upon this ungodly world you will be translated from here to heaven. You will be
protected from the time of great tribulation. So the question is not will you go to heaven, the question is ‘will
your Lord be happy with your service?’ Will your Lord say to you, ‘well done thou good and faithful
service’? He will if you keep working, walking, watching, and waiting for the Lord. So keep on keeping on
for Jesus sake!
Now if you are not saved, then I would like to tell you that you are certainly not ready for the Lord’s return.
As such, let me encourage you to get ready by getting saved! The time of the translation could come at any
time. When it comes it will take the world by great surprise and they will be cast into a time of great
tribulation such as the world has never seen.
Some people will go to bed with their spouse that night and wake up the next day without them.
Some will be working with a person at one moment and then at the next moment their workmate will be
taken away.
You better be ready! The Lord is coming, and once he comes, the world will be turned into chaos. There will
be earthquakes, supernatural phenomena, wars, rumours of wars, and all kinds of other disasters taking place.
And during all this chaos there will be a leader who will stand up with answers about the economy,
environment, and international peace; and the world will fall into his hands. This leader will deceive the
nations. This leader will be the devil incarnate. If you are left behind, you will probably believe the crafty
lies of the devil and be deceived into rejecting the truth! And if that happens then your very soul will be
damned for all of eternity!
2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 ‘And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even
him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’
This is why it is so important for you to receive Christ as your personal Saviour right now. If you never
receive him, you will be doomed and damned forever. Why not trust in Christ today?
Surely, you know that you are a sinner.
Romans 3:23 ‘For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;’
Romans 3:10 ‘As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:’
Isaiah 64:6 ‘But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.’
You deserve hell. You deserve damnation. But God so love you that he sent his only begotten Son—the Lord
Jesus Christ to take your place. He shed his blood for you. He died for you. He arose from the grave for all
to know that he is the Saviour. He is the only way to forgiveness. He is the only way to the Father.
John 14:6 ‘Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.’
If you are to be saved, then you must put your faith and trust in the blessed Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
You must believe the Gospel message.
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1 Corinthians 15:1-4 ‘Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye
keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:’
Jesus Christ shed his precious blood so that you might be saved. He took your place, died for your sins, was
buried, and then arose from the dead that you might have life, and might have it more abundantly.
1 John 2:2 ‘And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins
of the whole world.’
He paid the penalty for your sins, but you must receive the payment.
Come to Christ with a humble and contrite (repentant) heart and receive him as your personal Saviour.
Isaiah 1:18-20 ‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye
shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.’
Isaiah 55:7 ‘Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon.’
Isaiah 57:15 ‘For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.’
Matthew 11:28-30 ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’
John 1:12 ‘But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name:’
Romans 10:9-13 ‘That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference
between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Will you come to Jesus today? Will you put your faith and trust in him as your Saviour? Are you willing to
lay down your arms and surrender your life to him? Are you willing to trust in Christ today? Are you ready
to meet your Maker?
The Lord is about to come!
Matthew 24:44 ‘Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh.’
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INTRODUCTION
So far in our lessons on Bible Christianity we have seen that in the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth. At which time he created Adam and Eve and gave them the charge over the earth as his
representatives to bring glory to him. Adam and Eve soon failed at their task. Sorrow and death were
introduced into the world. However, God in his mercy promised Adam and Eve he would send a Seed to
conquer sin and Satan (Genesis 3:15). Furthermore, God provided Adam and Eve a sacrifice to cover their
sinful selves (Genesis 3:21).
As time progressed mankind became so corrupted God repented he had made man. Therefore, God decided
he was going to destroy the whole world with a flood.
However, before he destroyed the world, he saw there was one man who loved and served him; that man
was Noah. Thus, God chose Noah and his family to become his new representatives. However, after the
flood, as men began to multiply upon the face of the earth, so did their sin. God then decided he was going
to use the family of Jacob as his representatives to point the world back to himself and bring the promised
Seed through. Later on, Jacob’s family became known as Israel.
Because God chose Israel, he gave them his words to guide them in this duty. They did well for short time;
but soon fell away after their own lust. Israel like all before them had failed at their God-given job; Israel’s
heart had become corrupted by sin. Therefore, God decided that he himself would come in the form of a man
in order to pay humanities sin debt and give mankind a new heart.
At just the right time God became the promised Seed who would bring salvation, redemption, forgiveness,
and blessings through his atoning sacrifice. This Seed, this Child, this Saviour, is none other than Jesus
Christ himself—God come in the flesh!
He came unto his own, Israel, but his own received him not. If Israel would have received the Messiah, he
would have taken over the kingdoms of the world and sat upon the throne of David in Jerusalem with Israel
being exalted above the nations.
However, they rejected the promised Seed and crucified the blessed Lord Jesus. This was a most dreadful
and disastrous mistake for Israel. Their rejection caused God to temporarily put them on the shelf. But, this
was not the end of the story. For Christ arose from the grave!
After Jesus’ resurrection, we read in the early part of the book of Acts how he continued to plead with Israel
through his apostles to repent and receive the gospel. Unfortunately, as a whole, the Jewish nation continued
to reject the gospel call; and their rejection came to a head when they rejected the message of Stephen and
stoned him to death.
From that moment God turned from Israel as a nation and turned to the Gentiles. God began to call out for
himself a special people where there would be neither Jew nor Gentile, but all would be one in Christ. This
group would come to be known as the Church.
The Church’s job is the same as all the others before her. The Church is to honour and lift up the God of
heaven to a fallen world. However, just like all the others before her, the Church is destined to fail at her job,
becoming worldly and materialistic. This will cause the world to become more and more wicked, until the
Gentile world cares absolutely nothing about God. This will result in God pouring out his wrath upon the
world through natural disasters, economic disasters, political disasters, and many other things. However,
before this happens, God translates the Church out of the world and into heaven to keep her from that horrible
time.
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That horrible time is called the time of Jacob’s trouble. It will be during that time that God turns back to
Israel as a nation and begins to refine them so he can bless them. It is also during that time that God pours
out his fierce wrath by bringing retribution upon all those who have rejected his mercy and kindness. That
time will last a total of seven years. The first three and a half years will be a time of false and forged peace,
whilst the last three and a half years will be a horrendous time of great tribulation!
Now since that will be an important time in history, we are going to examine the time of Jacob’s trouble by
looking at:
•

The coming of Jacob’s trouble,

•

The contents of Jacob’s trouble, and

•

The causes of Jacob’s trouble

So let us get started.
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THE COMING OF JACOB’S TROUBLE
God promised in the scriptures that he will bless Israel and they will inherit the land of Canaan. However,
they cannot be blessed until they are on blessing ground. Therefore, in order to prepare Israel to receive the
blessing, God is going to send a time of trouble to Israel (also called ‘Jacob’ in the Bible) so that they might
turn from trusting in themselves to trusting in him; and that time of trouble is called Jacob’s trouble.
Jeremiah 30:4-7 ‘And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and
concerning Judah. For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and
not of peace. Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see
every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into
paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble;
but he shall be saved out of it.’
Ezekiel 20:30-38 ‘Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Are ye
polluted after the manner of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their abominations?
For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute
yourselves with all your idols, even unto this day: and shall I be inquired of by you, O house of
Israel? As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will not be enquired of by you. And that which cometh
into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be as the heathen, as the families of the
countries, to serve wood and stone. As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand,
and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: And I will bring you
out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a
mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. And I will bring you into
the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with
your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD.
And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant:
And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring
them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel:
and ye shall know that I am the LORD.’
See also Daniel 12:1; Zechariah 13:7-9; and Matthew 24:1-28.
From those references we can clearly see that ‘the time of Jacob’s trouble’ is sure to come and is certainly
connected with Israel. The time is certain, the Bible is clear, there will be a time through which Israel must
pass in ordered to be refined and brought to a place where God can bless them as he so greatly desires.
Now not only is the coming of Jacob’s trouble sure and something which has to do with the Israel, but it is
also set to last a certain duration. Now to understand how long Jacob’s trouble will last, we must read and
study Daniel 9:20-27.
When we read Daniel 9:20-27, we see that the prophet Daniel has a vision about God working with Israel.
In that vision God shows him there are seventy weeks determined upon Israel.
Then when we read Daniel 9:25, we see that the Lord clearly shows Daniel it would be 69 weeks from the
going forth of the command ‘to restore and build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince’. So according to
that passage, after 69 weeks from the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem the Messiah would show
up.
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The Messiah, the Prince, is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, if we were to add 69 weeks
from the date when the commandment to rebuild and restore Jerusalem was given, we should come up with
the date the Messiah arrives.
Now when we study this, you need to understand that each week stands for seven years
(see Leviticus 25:1-4 for an example of how a week stands for seven years). Therefore, the 69 weeks in
Daniel 9 would equal a total of 483 years. Now when we add 483 years to the command that was given to
rebuild and restore Jerusalem, it brings us to the EXACT DATE of when the Lord Jesus Christ came riding
into Jerusalem (for further study on this see the book The Coming Prince by Sir. Robert Anderson); and it
was at this time that the Prince (Jesus) was cut off (crucified).
When the Prince was cut off, the weeks prophesied by Daniel stopped and the remaining one week (the
seventieth week–which is seven years) was left to be fulfilled. The reason the weeks stopped was because
the seventy weeks have to do with God’s dealings with the Israelites and not the Gentiles (Daniel 9:20, 24).
After the Israelites rejected Jesus, God temporarily turned from dealing with the Israelites and turned to the
Church. It is during the break between the 69th and 70th week that the Holy Spirit has been gathering out of
all nations the Church. When the gathering is complete, the Church will be taken away, and God’s prophetic
clock for Israel will start to tick again.
It is during that last week (Daniel's seventieth week), that the time of Jacob’s trouble is to occur. Now since
we can prove from scripture and history that each week of the already fulfilled 69 weeks were seven years
in length, it would be logical and scriptural for the last week, the 70th week, to be seven years. Thus, the last
week, the 70th week of Daniel will last seven years.
It will be during this last week, the 70th week, that the prince (Satan) makes a one-week (7 years) covenant
of peace with the Jews. He will do this through the antichrist. The antichrist is the man who comes in on a
white horse signifying peace in Revelation 6:1-2.
However, the antichrist breaks this covenant in the middle of the week (Daniel 9:27). Thus, the last half of this
week (3½ years) is a most dreadful time for the Jewish people. This is exactly what the Bible says
(Daniel 12:7, 11; Revelation 11:2; 12:6; 13:5).
So the Bible is clear, the coming of Jacob’s trouble is sure and set to last for seven years.
Alright, we are now ready to examine the next point about Jacob’s trouble.

THE CONTENTS OF JACOB’S TROUBLE
Even though God revealed to Daniel the fact and length of the time of Jacob’s trouble, God did not reveal to
him what all would happen during the time Jacob’s trouble. Instead, Daniel received a message which he
did not understand and was told to seal the book up until the time of the end (Daniel 12:4, 8-9). And so much
of the book of Daniel stayed sealed, that is, until the Lord revealed the information unto the beloved apostle
John. For at just the right time, God revealed to John what would happen during the time of Jacob’s trouble.
God told John about three sets of seven different judgments that would be given out during the time of
Jacob’s trouble. Those three sets of sevens are the seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven vials that would
be opened, blown, or poured out during the time of Jacob’s trouble. And thankfully for us, God had that
revelation written down for us in the book of Revelation.
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Therefore, let us begin to look at the contents of the time of Jacob’s trouble by looking at the seals, trumpets,
and vials as they are revealed in Revelation 6:1-19:21.
A. THE SEALS
1. The First Seal (Study: Revelation 6:1-2)

A ‘white horse’ appears, the rider of which is carrying a bow without an arrow and uncrowned at first. This
rider goes forth conquering, and as such is crowned as a king. Who is this rider? Well, we know from
Revelation 19 that this rider is not Christ, because in Revelation 19 we see that when Christ comes, he comes
on a white horse with many crowns already on his head, whereas this rider does not have a crown on his
head at first. Furthermore, Christ comes with a sharp sword coming out of his mouth as his weapon whereas
this rider comes with an arrowless bow. So, who is he?
This rider is the antichrist. The man who comes conquering the world through peace and prosperity
(Daniel 8:23-25).
The antichrist will make peace by creating a seven-year covenant with Israel (Daniel 9:24-27) and a
prosperous global economy fuelled by a global monetary system (Revelation 13:16-18).
The anti-Christ will arise as a world leader who will be able to create a seemingly prosperous and peaceful
society. He will be so wise that he will even be able to bring peace (seemingly) in the Middle East. But when
they begin to say ‘peace and safety’—sudden destruction will come upon them.
1 Thessalonians 5:3 ‘For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.’
And this is when the second seal is opened.
2. The Second Seal (Study: Revelation 6:3-4)
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When the second seal is opened, a ‘horse that was red’ appears, the rider of which has power to take peace
from the earth.
The symbolism is clear. Red, the colour of the horse, is a symbol of blood, whilst the sword is symbolic of
war. When this seal is opened, peace is taken from the world and war breaks out!
After the peace is taken away from the world, another seal is opened which reveals to us some of the effects
of peace being taken from the world.
3. The Third Seal (Study: Revelation 6:5-6)

When the third seal is opened, a ‘black horse’ appears, the rider of which holds a pair of scales in his hand
and a voice cries, ‘A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou
hurt not the oil and the wine’. What does that mean? Well, according to Matthew 20:2, a man had to work
all day to earn a penny. Thus, the meaning of the black horse rider is clear. Famine will arise due to the
effects of war; resulting in a man having to work all day just to get the bare necessities of life. And that is
exactly what Christ prophesied in Matthew 24:7 when he told us there would be famines and pestilences.
Due to the war and famine, death begins to overtake the earth. This is when we are introduced to the fourth
seal.
4. The Fourth Seal (Study: Revelation 6:7-8)

When the fourth seal is opened, a ‘pale horse’ appears, the rider of which is ‘Death’ with Hell following in
the wake of ‘Death’. These are coming to swallow up the victims caused by war and famine.
When the fourth seal is opened, over a fourth part of the earth is killed. Now if we use today’s population as
a guide, that would mean around two billion people will be killed. And sadly, most of them will end in hell!!
After the war, famine, and slaughter of so many people, the world begins to blame the believers for their
problems. Thus, they begin to slaughter them by the multitudes.
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This introduces us to the next seal.
5. The Fifth Seal (Study: Revelation 6:9-11)
When John saw the fifth seal opened, he saw the ‘souls of martyrs’ under the altar. These martyrs are those
who will be killed for the ‘word of their testimony’ (Revelation 12:11).
Again, our Lord Jesus Christ prophesied of this in Matthew 24.
Matthew 24:9 ‘Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall
be hated of all nations for my name's sake.’
After this God begins to shake the world. And this introduces us to the sixth seal.
6. The Sixth Seal (Study: Revelation 6:12-17)
When the sixth seal is opened, a great earthquake will shake the world and cause all kinds of astronomical
phenomenon to happen (Revelation 6:12-17).
And then…the last seal is opened.
7. The Seventh Seal (Study: Revelation 8:1-2)
The seventh seal includes the seven trumpets. Thus at the breaking of the seventh seal there will be ‘silence
in heaven’ for a limited period. This will be a period of preparation for the greater conflict to follow—the
seven trumpets.
Following the silence, seven angels in succession sound upon the seven trumpets.
B. THE TRUMPETS

1. The First Trumpet (Study: Revelation 8:7)
The first trumpet is blown, hail and fire mingled with blood will be cast upon the earth. This will result in
one third of all trees and green grass to be burned up. This will be a time of major bush fires
(Revelation 8:7). This will be a fulfilment of Joel 2:30-31 and a repetition of the seventh Egyptian plague
(Exodus 9:22-24).
2. The Second Trumpet (Study: Revelation 8:8-9)
When the second trumpet sounds, a burning mountain will fall into the sea and destroy a third part of the
creatures of the sea and a third part of the ships. And as a result, a third part of the sea will become blood.
Here God gives the blood thirsty human race blood to drink, for they are worthy!
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3. The Third Trumpet (Study: Revelation 8:10-11)
When the third trumpet sounds, a great burning star called Wormwood will fall from the heavens and poison
the streams of fresh waters. This will cause many men to die from the bitterness of the water (see also
Jeremiah 9:13-15). Here God gives men what they want, men want to drink bitters and so God gives it to
them!
4. The Fourth Trumpet (Study: Revelation 8:12)
When the fourth trumpet sounds, the ‘third part’ of the sun, moon, and stars will be smitten and their light
diminished a ‘third’.
5. The Fifth Trumpet (Study: Revelation 9:1-11)
When the fifth trumpet sounds, a star will fall from heaven to the earth and will be given the key of the
bottomless pit.
When the bottomless pit is opened a smoke as the smoke of a great furnace arises out of the pit; and out of
the smoke comes forth locusts upon the earth.
These locusts will be shaped like horses prepared unto battle, and on their heads will be as it were crowns
like gold, and their faces will be as the faces of men, and they will have hair as the hair of women, and teeth
as the teeth of lions. They will have breastplates as breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings will be
as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. They will have tails with stingers in them like
scorpions, and they will be used to torment men for five months.
The torment caused by these locusts will be so great upon those who rejected the truth that they will be
begging to die, but death will flee from them.
These locusts are not ordinary locusts, but rather some sort of devils.
6. The Sixth Trumpet (Study: Revelation 9:13-21)
When the sixth trumpet is sounded, an army of devils will be turned loose on the world which will kill one
third of all men (Revelation 9:13-21).
7. The Seventh Trumpet (Study: Revelation 11:15-19:21)
The seventh trumpet includes all which follows down to the end of chapter nineteen. Thus, it includes the
seven vials.
This is why when the seventh trumpet is blown, Jesus takes over as King, for it ends the time of Jacob’s
trouble (Revelation 11:15-19).
Let us now look at the vials.
C. THE VIALS
1.

The First Vial (Study: Revelation 16:1-2)

When the first vial is poured out, a noisome and grievous sore will fall upon
the men who have the mark of the beast and worship his image. This is a
repetition of the sixth Egyptian plague (Exodus 9:8-10).
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2. The Second Vial (Study: Revelation 16:3)
When the second vial is poured out, the sea will become as the blood of a dead
man, and every living soul in the sea will die. Something similar, though not so
great in extent happened when the second trumpet sounded (Revelation 8:8-9).
So now the judgments are getting stronger.
3. The Third Vial (Study: Revelation 16:4-6)
When the third vial is poured out, the rivers and fountains of water will become
blood. This is a repetition of the first Egyptian plague (Exodus 7:19-21).
What an awful time it will be when there is nothing to quench the thirst but
blood. People will go to turn their tap on and out will come blood. Oh’ what
terror!
4. The Fourth Vial (Study: Revelation 16:7-9)
When the fourth vial is poured out, the sun will become so hot people will be
scorched (Revelation 16:8-9). It is here God begins to turn up the heat a bit
more trying to get the people to consider the eternal consequences of their
rejection of the Saviour. Yet, they will not repent but continue blaspheming.
Oh’ how vile is human nature?!
5. The Fifth Vial (Study: Revelation 16:10-11)
When the fifth vial is poured out, there will be darkness over the whole
kingdom of the beast and men will gnaw their tongues for pain. This will be
a repetition of the ninth Egyptian plague (Exodus 10:21-23).
Notice how in the previous vial the heat began to be turned up, now in this
one, they begin to gnaw their tongue. These people are getting closer to hell,
yet they still will not repent!
6. The Sixth Vial (Study: Revelation 16:12-16)
When the sixth vial is poured out, the great river Euphrates will be dried up.
This is done so the kings of the east can come to fight in the great battle of
Armageddon (Revelation 16:12-16). The prophet Isaiah foretold of this in
Isaiah 11:15-16.
These nations will be gathered by three unclean spirits like frogs. These
spirits shall come out of the mouth of the dragon, and the beast, and the false
prophet (Revelation 16:13-15). They will be the seducing spirits of the last
days (1 Timothy 4:1).

Lesson 19: The Seed’s Wrath

191

7. The Seventh Vial (Study: Revelation 16:17-19)
When the seventh vial is poured out, a great voice will cry, ‘It is done’. There
will be a great earthquake that will result in the great city being divided into
three parts, the cities of the nations falling, all islands disappearing, and
many mountains crumbling.
There will be great hail stones which will come crashing down upon the
earth weighing around 50 kg. This is a repetition of the seventh Egyptian
plague (Exodus 9:13-15).
It is interesting to note that the law of God requires the blasphemer to be stoned (Leviticus 24:16), and thus
in the end time, God will stone the blasphemers with hail from heaven. And yet, the people continue their
blasphemy against a holy and righteous God!
And this leads us to our next major point.

THE CAUSES OF THE TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE
God sends this time of great suffering because the world is worthy of suffering.
The world is full of people who are filled with unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, envy,
murder, deceit, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, covenant breakers, unmerciful, and lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. They despise and
mock God, his words, and his people, and they call it ‘enlightenment’. They kill babies and call it ‘women’s
rights’. They corrupt little children and call it ‘sex education’. They parade nudity and vulgarity and call it
‘art’. They persecute Christians by passing laws against our freedom of speech and call it ‘tolerance’.
This world is anti-Bible, anti-holiness, and anti-God. They treat Christ, his creation, Church, and children
with despite. But one day, the Lord will repay! Payday will come!
Isaiah 26:20-21 ‘Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about
thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, behold,
the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the
earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.’
Romans 12:19 ‘Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for
it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.’
Revelation 16:5-7 ‘And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which
art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints
and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. And I heard another
out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.’
So one of the reasons God brings wrath upon the world is to punish the world for their wickedness. But that
is not the only reason God sends this time upon the world. He also sends this time upon the world to prepare
Israel for their coming King. God will use the time of Jacob’s Trouble to purge out of Israel the rebels and
purify the elect.
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Ezekiel 20:36-38 ‘Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt,
so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I
will bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will purge out from among you the rebels,
and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn,
and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.’
Zechariah 13:8-9 ‘And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts
therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part
through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they
shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The
LORD is my God.’
Malachi 3:1-6 ‘Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me:
and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. But who may
abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's
fire, and like fullers' soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an
offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the
LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. And I will come near to you to judgment;
and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false
swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless,
and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. For I
am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.’
So in all actuality, the main reason God brings great tribulation upon the world is to sanctify Israel and the
world of its rebellion.

CONCLUSION
The coming time of Jacob’s Trouble will bring devastation and disaster. It will be a terrible time upon the
earth—yet man is most assuredly worthy of it. Man’s rebellion was not, is not, nor ever will be a result of
his circumstances, but rather his rebellion is a result of his choice to do so.
At this very moment, you are faced with a choice! If you are lost, you are faced with a choice: to receive
Christ as your Saviour or reject him and live in your rebellion. And what choice you make has eternal
consequences.
Those who choose Christ live for all of eternity with the Lord Jesus Christ in eternal peace, pleasures, purity,
and paradise. Those who reject him will spend eternity in the lake of fire with eternal pain and punishment.
What will you choose?
John 3:36 ‘He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.’
John 1:10-12 ‘He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him
not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:’
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Romans 10:13 ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
2 Corinthians 6:2 ‘(...behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)’
Isaiah 1:18-20 ‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye
shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.’
Isaiah 55:6-7 ‘Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto
the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.’
Deuteronomy 30:19 ‘I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set
before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed
may live:’
If you are saved, you too are faced with a choice: Whom will you serve: the Saviour, yourself, society, or
Satan? Which choice will you make?
If you serve anything or anyone other than Christ, you will be highly ashamed come judgment day. But oh’
if you put Christ first, you will be able to look back upon your life and say as Paul said, ‘I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day…’
If Jesus were to come today, would you be full of rejoicing or full of regret? Choose ye this day whom ye
will serve, but as for me and my house we will serve the LORD.
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INTRODUCTION
In our last lesson we discussed how God will bring judgment upon the earth, punishing the ungodly and
purifying the Jews. This time of judgment will bring great economic and environmental disasters which will
result in the rulers of the nations blaming the Jews for their problems (just like Hitler blamed the Jews for
Germany’s woes).
The world will turn against the Jews and try to wipe the nation of Israel off the map. It is at that moment the
Jewish people will begin to cry out for their Messiah like never before, and just before total destruction is
about to happen—the Revelation will take place.
The Revelation is when Jesus comes all the way back to the earth and rescues Israel. We call this the
Revelation because it is at this time Jesus Christ is revealed to the world as the King of kings and Lord of
lords who takes over the world as its rightful owner.
The first time Jesus came he came as the Lamb to die, but the second time he comes, he comes as the Lion
of the tribe of Judah to take over as King of kings. Every knee will bow in defeat or in honour. He will be
crowned as King of the universe. And he will accomplish this take over by one of the bloodiest battles the
world has ever seen. This battle will be called Armageddon.
So now let us turn our attention to this great battle—the battle of Armageddon.
In this lesson we will be looking at:
•

The reason of Armageddon,

•

The redeemed who come with the Lord, and

•

The result of Armageddon.
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THE REASON OF ARMAGEDDON

The Bible prophesies that the closer we get to the Lord’s return the more anti-Jewish the world will become.
The Bible prophesies that eventually the world will mount an attack upon Jerusalem to destroy the Jews.
This will make the King of the Jews very upset. As a result, he shall return with vengeance in his eyes.
Christ will run to the rescue of his people (the Jews) and destroy all the nations who come up against them.
Zechariah 12:1-4 ‘The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which
stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man
within him. Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about,
when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I
make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be
cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. In that day, saith
the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I will
open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with
blindness.’
Zechariah 12:8-9 ‘In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he
that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God,
as the angel of the LORD before them. And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.’
Zechariah 14:1-9 ‘Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in
the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be
taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into
captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall the LORD
go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. And his feet shall
stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall
be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it
toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains
shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of
Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. And it
shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: But it shall be one day
which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening
time it shall be light. And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem;
half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in
winter shall it be. And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one
LORD, and his name one.’
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Isaiah 49:25-26 ‘But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken
away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth
with thee, and I will save thy children. And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own
flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall
know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.’
When the Lord Jesus Christ comes, he shall destroy all his enemies and take over as the great King. All shall
bow before him as the one and only Sovereign, and all Israel shall be saved!
And by the Lord’s side will be his Bride, those who followed him out of heaven—the Redeemed. This brings
up our next point.

THE REDEEMED WHO COME WITH THE LORD
When Jesus comes back to destroy the wicked and rescue Israel, the Church (the saints), the army of God,
follow Christ out of heaven and into victory. It is at this stage the saints truly come marching in!
Jude 1:14-15 ‘And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold,
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince
all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed,
and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.’
Revelation 19:5-9 ‘And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his
servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying,
Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to
him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was
granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.’
Revelation 19:11-21 ‘And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that
no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name
is called The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that
with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And
he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. And I saw an angel
standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to
all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather
yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; That ye
may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that
sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both
small and great. And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth,
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and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his
army. And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him,
with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped
his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant
were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his
mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.’
It is clear from the words of God that when Jesus Christ comes back, he leads his Church into battle against
the Devil and his army of vile, wretched people. The saints truly go marching in with the Lord of Glory to
conquer the world—and conquer they do! The Lord utterly destroys the rebels and takes over as King of
kings.

This brings us to our next point about Armageddon.

THE RESULT OF ARMAGEDDON
The result of Armageddon will either be terrifying or exciting for you. It simply depends on which side you
are on. If you are on the winning side you will be rejoicing, but if you are on the losing side, terror, turmoil,
and trouble will grip you.
Zephaniah 1:14-18 ‘The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even
the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against the
fenced cities, and against the high towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall
walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured
out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver
them in the day of the LORD'S wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his
jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.’
Those who reject Christ will be destroyed in a moment with their blood being poured out as dust.
Isaiah 63:1-6 ‘Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this
that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in
righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like
him that treadeth in the winefat? I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was
none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood
shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance
is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. And I looked, and there was none to help;
and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto
Lesson 20: The Seed’s Return

199

me; and my fury, it upheld me. And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them
drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth.’
Revelation 14:19-20 ‘And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine
of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was
trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by
the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.’
There will be so much blood poured out from the destruction that the blood will reach to the horse’s bridles
for about 320 kilometres.
Then, after the blood has been shed, the Lord burns them up!
Malachi 4:1-3 ‘For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith
the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my
name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and
grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under
the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts.’
Christ is coming—coming with vengeance in his eyes!
2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 ‘And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe
(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.’
When the Lord comes with ten thousands of his saints to execute judgment upon the wicked, the land is
going to be full of blood and burnt bodies; and so God will call forth the fowls of the air to eat the bodies
and clean the mess up.
Revelation 19:17-18 ‘And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice,
saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto
the supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all
men, both free and bond, both small and great.’
The Battle of Armageddon will result in a major slaughter. However, this is not the only result of
Armageddon. For not only will Armageddon result in a great slaughter of the wicked, but it will also bring
about a national revival in Israel.
Zechariah 12:9-14 ‘And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the
nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there
be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.
And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their
wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; The family of the
house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; All
the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.’
When Christ rescues Israel, they will finally understand that they crucified their Messiah. It is at that point
the children of Israel repent and turn to Christ for forgiveness, and all Israel is saved!
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Romans 11:25-27 ‘For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest
ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my
covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.’
Thus, at the Revelation, not only is there a great slaughter, but there is also a great saving. The Jewish nation
repents and receives Christ! It is at this time the Saviour will set up his kingdom in Jerusalem and sit upon
the throne as the King of the universe!

Revelation 11:15-18 ‘And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven,
saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and
he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their
seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God
Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power,
and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets,
and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which
destroy the earth.’

CONCLUSION
Oh’ what a blessed day it will be when Jesus Christ comes and takes over the world as King of kings and
Lord of lords. On that day, Jesus will finally be revealed to the world as the Great I Am!

Now, I ask you dear soul, have you realised who Jesus is yet?
Have you turned from your unbelief and received Christ as your Saviour yet?
Are you thirsty for something real yet? Are you ready to come to the One who can quench your soul’s thirst
yet?
He (the Son of God), died for your sins, paid the sin debt you owe, was buried, and then rose again from the
dead victorious. He is now at the right hand of the Father ever interceding on the behalf of all those who will
come to him.
Dear lost soul, why not come to the water of life and be saved today?
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Revelation 22:17 ‘And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.’
Christian, are you excited about the Lord’s return? Are you ready for his return?
Luke 12:40 ‘Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think
not.’
1 John 2:28 ‘And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.’
1 John 3:1-3 ‘Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.’
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LESSON 21:
The Rest of the Story
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INTRODUCTION
In this series on Biblical Christianity, we have studied the past, present, and future history of mankind. We
saw that in the beginning God created all things very good. We then saw how the first man and woman,
Adam and Eve, rebelled against their Maker and thus suffering, sorrow, and separation invaded the world.
We then followed man’s history through the ages watching him rise and fall in unbelief until finally we saw
unbelieving man in all his power and glory trampled down at the battle of Armageddon.
In this lesson, we shall look at ‘the rest of the story’. And so let us begin.
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THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS
At the end of the time of Jacob’s trouble, after the battle of Armageddon, all the nations of the world will be
judged. They will be judged based upon how they treated the Jews during the time of Jacob’s trouble.

Matthew 25:31-46 ‘When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations:
and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And
he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave
me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a
stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison,
and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall
he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye
gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and
in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee
an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?
Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the
least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the
righteous into life eternal.’
All the nations who treated the Jews wickedly will be cast into hell, whilst all the people who helped the
Jews in the time of Jacob’s trouble (by hiding, feeding, clothing, visiting them, etc.) will enter a most blessed
one-thousand-year time period known as the Millennium.
That brings up our next section.
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THE MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST
The millennial reign of Christ will be a very special and glorious time upon the earth. It will be:
A TIME WHEN JESUS CHRIST REIGNS ON THIS EARTH FOR 1,000 YEARS
Revelation 19:11-16 ‘And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were
as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man
knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called
The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written,
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.’
Luke 1:32-33 ‘He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.’
Jesus Christ is going to rule this world from the throne of his father David
in Jerusalem. He will be King over all the earth.
Revelation 11:15 ‘And the seventh angel sounded; and there were
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever.’
During the Millennium Jesus Christ will rule this world with a rod of iron as the great King of kings and
Lord of lords! And all shall worship him!
Isaiah 66:22-23 ‘For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain
before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass,
that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to
worship before me, saith the LORD.’
Psalm 86:8-9 ‘Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works
like unto thy works. All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O
Lord; and shall glorify thy name.’
Psalm 72:11-20 ‘Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. For he
shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He shall spare
the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from deceit
and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight. And he shall live, and to him shall
be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he
be praised. There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; the fruit
thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. His
name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed. Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel,
who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole
earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen. The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.’
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A TIME WHEN SATAN IS BOUND
Revelation 20:1-6 ‘And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which
is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and
shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. And I saw thrones, and
they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until
the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.’
Because Satan is bound during this time, no one will be able to say, ‘The devil made me do it’.
All will be held accountable for their own individual sins without being able to offer any excuses.
A TIME OF PEACE
Isaiah 2:1-4 ‘The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. And
it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.’
Micah 4:1-4 ‘But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the
LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and
people shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up
a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man under
his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of
hosts hath spoken it.’
Christ will bring in what the world has longed for throughout the ages—peace!
A TIME OF JUSTICE
Isaiah 9:6-7 ‘For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this.’
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A TIME OF SAFETY
Jeremiah 23:5-6 ‘Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in
the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.’
It will be a time when little boys and girls can play on the streets in perfect security.
Zechariah 8:3-5 ‘Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst
of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts
the holy mountain. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell
in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And the streets
of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.’
A TIME OF PERFECTION IN NATURE ITSELF
God is going to restore the earth to its former glory which it once had before Adam and Eve sinned.
The world is going to enjoy an environment where man is in perfect harmony with the creation. Creation
will be restored to its former glory!
Isaiah 40:1-4 ‘Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that
her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for
she hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins.
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill
shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and
the rough places plain:’
Isaiah 11:6-10 ‘The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead
them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones
shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on
the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. And in that day there shall be a
root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his
rest shall be glorious.’
Isaiah 65:21-25 ‘And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards,
and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another
eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work
of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of
the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they
call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed
together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.’
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A TIME WHEN BELIEVERS WILL BE REWARDED
Revelation 20:4-6 ‘And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead
lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in
the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand years.’
A TIME WHEN ISRAEL IS EXALTED
Isaiah 49:13-24 ‘Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O
mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. But
Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget
her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy
walls are continually before me. Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that
made thee waste shall go forth of thee. Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these
gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the LORD, thou shalt surely clothe
thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. For thy waste
and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason
of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. The children which thou
shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for
me: give place to me that I may dwell. Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me
these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and
who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where had they been? Thus saith the
Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people:
and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their
shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they
shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou
shalt know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me.’
Isaiah 62:1-12 ‘For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not
rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that
burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be
called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of
glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no more be
termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called
Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.
For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth
over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee. I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem,
which shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not
silence, And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. The
LORD hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more give thy
corn to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, for the
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which thou hast laboured: But they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the LORD; and
they that have brought it together shall drink it in the courts of my holiness. Go through, go through
the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift
up a standard for the people. Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say
ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his
work before him. And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD: and thou
shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.’
Zephaniah 3:14-20 ‘Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine
enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.
In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.
The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy;
he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing. I will gather them that are sorrowful
for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden. Behold, at that
time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven
out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame. At that
time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a
praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the
LORD.’
Zechariah 8:20-23 ‘Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall
come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another,
saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also.
Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to
pray before the LORD.Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten
men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that
is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.’
Isaiah 2:1-4 ‘The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. And
it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.’
The millennium will be a wonderful time and yet it will also be:
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A TIME WHEN PEOPLE WILL PLAN TO REBEL AGAINST GOD
The time known as the millennial reign of Christ will be a most glorious time. A
time of joy, peace, prosperity, singing, laughing, etc. A time that will be
characterised by righteousness.
All will be wonderful—except for one thing: man’s heart.
There will be some who will be born during that wonderful time who will disdain
God in their hearts. Some of the people will only serve God because they must serve
God or be punished. They will hate him and his people in their hearts, and thus be
always planning a way by which they can override Jesus’ rule so they can be their
own god.
Psalms 110:1-2 ‘The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool. The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the
midst of thine enemies.’
So even during the wonderful time known as the Millennium there will still be people on the earth who
despise God in their hearts. Thus, the Millennium will prove to mankind once and for all that mankind is
sinful not due to his circumstances, but rather due to his choice. People are not sinners because of their
environment, education, or economic status, but rather they are sinners because of their evil hearts.
In the Millennium man will live in a perfect environment with a perfect education and economy; and yet
they will still rebel against God. Men are rebels by choice not by chance or outside causes. Mankind at his
very best is still altogether vanity, this is why we need the mercy of God.
Psalms 39:5 ‘Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing
before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah.’
Now even though the rebels will be secretively planning their rebellion, God will know those rebels will be
waiting for a chance to kick him off his throne. Thus, he will give them their opportunity to choose to rebel
or not. You see God never forces anyone to love and choose him. He always gives us a choice. And so God
lets Satan out for a little season to try the hearts of all who were born during the Millennium. He does this
to see whether they will choose him or their selves and Satan. And what do so many choose?
Revelation 20:7-8 ‘And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his
prison, And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.’
Revelation 20:7-8 is one of the saddest passages in the Bible. Notice it will not be a small amount of people
who follow Satan, but rather an amount which is as great as the amount of the sand of the sea. Wow, what
an indictment upon mankind!
That passage shows us clearly how corrupt man’s heart is. Humans will be given every possible benefit God
can give them, and yet they will still hate him.
Those rebels who choose the devil and his ways will form an army to fight against God and his people. They
will march to the beat of the devil and surround the city of God to kill him and take over as their own god.
But their rebellion will not last long; for God will squash it with fire from heaven, casting their leader into
the lake of fire where he shall be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Revelation 20:9-10 ‘And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of
the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured
them. And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.’
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That battle will be the last battle the universe will ever see. It will be the battle that brings an end to all
rebellion, pride, murder, lies, and any other sins.
Now after that final battle, the final judgment—the Great White Throne Judgment—will take place!

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT

Revelation 20:11-15 ‘And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their
works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.’
Since this is the final judgment, let us take a moment to study:
•

Who will be at the judgment,

•

What will be judged, and

•

What will be the results of this judgment

WHO WILL BE AT THE JUDGMENT?
1. Jesus Christ will be there as the Judge.
John 5:22 ‘For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:’
Acts 10:40-42 ‘Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; Not to all the people,
but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose
from the dead. And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which
was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.’
2 Timothy 4:1-2 ‘I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.’
Jesus Christ, the great I Am, the one whom heathen laugh, mock, and reject will be there as the final judge.
As such, Jesus Christ is going to get the last word! He is going to have the last laugh
(see Proverbs 1:24-31)!!
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2. The Church of God will be at this judgment assisting the Lord.
Daniel 7:9-10 ‘I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him:
thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him:
the judgment was set, and the books were opened.’
1 Corinthians 6:1-2 ‘Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the
unjust, and not before the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the
world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?
3. The fallen angels will be at this judgment to be judged by the Church.
1 Corinthians 6:3 ‘Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain
to this life?’
4. All those who did not receive the Lord Jesus as their
personal Saviour will be at this judgment.
There will not be any contempt of court on that day. Nor will anyone
be able to call in a ‘sickie’. All who have ever rejected Christ will be
there to be judged and no excuses will be accepted on that day.
Revelation 20:12 ‘And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out
of those things which were written in the books, according to
their works.’
WHAT WILL BE JUDGED AT THIS JUDGMENT?
1. Everything they have ever done, spoken, or thought about is recorded in heaven and will be
brought up at this judgment.
Revelation 20:12-13 ‘And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave
up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and
they were judged every man according to their works.’
2. Every idle word will be brought up at this judgment.
Matthew 12:36-37 ‘But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall
give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned.’
An idle word is a word that is empty; like swear words, useless words, vulgar words, blasphemous words,
mocking words, etc. Oh’ be careful little mouth what you say!
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3. Every secret deed or thought will be brought up at this judgment.
Romans 2:14-16 ‘For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work
of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the
mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) In the day when God shall judge the secrets
of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.’
Proverbs 15:3 ‘The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.’
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 ‘Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.’
4. Every chance they had to get saved will be brought up at this judgment.
Every time someone tried to hand them a gospel tract and they refused or threw it away will be brought up.
Every time someone invited them to church but they declined will be brought up. Every time they chose
sports over the sanctuary will be brought up. Every time they laughed or lashed out at those who tried to
warn them will be brought up. Oh’ what sadness, what regret, what fear will grip them.
Be ye ready for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.
WHAT WILL BE THE RESULTS OF THIS JUDGMENT?
Revelation 20:14-15 ‘And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.’
All the people whose names are not found written in the book of life
will be cast into the lake of fire.
Now you may be wondering what is the lake of fire?
The lake of fire will be a place of:
1. Eternal torments
Revelation 20:10 ‘And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.’
2. Eternal fire and brimstone
Revelation 21:8 ‘But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.’
Matthew 25:41 ‘Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:’
Matthew 25:46 ‘And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal.’
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3. Eternal damnation
Mark 3:29 ‘But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is
in danger of eternal damnation:’
John 5:28-29 ‘Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.’
4. Outer darkness
Matthew 25:30 ‘And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
5. Eternal weeping and gnashing of teeth
Matthew 8:12 ‘But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
6. Eternal shame and contempt (hatred, vileness, regret, etc.)
Daniel 12:1-2 ‘And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for
the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was
a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found written in the book. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’
Are you ready for the judgment? Will you be helping our Lord judge or will you be judged? Is your name
written in the book of life?
There is only one way to get your name written in the book of life, and that is to receive the Life—the Lord
Jesus Christ!
John 14:6 ‘Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.’
John 10:7-10 ‘Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door
of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear
them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and
find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.’
John 1:11-13 ‘He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.’
If you reject him, you will suffer an eternity of excruciating pain. But if you receive him, you will be satisfied
with an eternity to enjoy.
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ETERNITY
After the Great White Throne Judgment, all who have rejected Christ enter into the lake of fire to be there
for eternity. Whilst all who have received him enter into a place of eternal joy and peace where there will be
no more pain, sorrow, sickness, sadness, or death. A place where all things are new. A place prepared by
Christ for his children.
In eternity there will be:
A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH
Revelation 21:1-3 ‘And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard
a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.’
2 Peter 3:9-13 ‘The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.’
In the new heaven and earth there will be no more traces of sin.
Isaiah 65:17 ‘For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.’
So the new heaven and earth will be glorious; but that is just the beginning. For not only will there be a new
heaven and earth to enjoy in eternity, but there will also be:
A NEW JERUSALEM
Revelation 21:2-3 ‘And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.’
New Jerusalem will be the eternal home of the Church of God, Christ’s bride. It will be a wonderful place.
A. New Jerusalem will be a place where there will be no more tears, death, sorrow, or pain.
Revelation 21:4 ‘And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things
are passed away.’

216

Lesson 21: The Rest of the Story

B. New Jerusalem will be a place of unimaginable beauty.
1 Corinthians 2:9-10 ‘But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God.’
John 14:1-3 ‘Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.’
Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a wonderful place for his children. A place with mansions. A place that is
more wonderful than our greatest desires. Look at the next passage to get an idea of what it is going to be
like.
Revelation 21:10-21 ‘And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and
shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the
glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal; And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and
names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the
east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And
the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb. And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and
the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he
measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the
height of it are equal. And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits,
according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. And the building of the wall of it was of
jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city
were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second,
sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius;
the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh,
a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate
was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.’
Truly New Jerusalem will be a place of immense beauty. But that is not even the greatest part about New
Jerusalem. For:
C. New Jerusalem will be a place where the Lord Jesus Christ will reside.
Revelation 21:22 ‘And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are the temple of it.’
Revelation 22:3-4 ‘And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him. And they shall see his face; and his name shall be
in their foreheads.’
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D. New Jerusalem will be a place of light.
New Jerusalem will be a place which will never experience darkness, for Jesus Christ will lighten that city
with his glory.
Revelation 21:23-25 ‘And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it:
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which
are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour
into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.’
E. New Jerusalem will be pure.
New Jerusalem will be a place where sin will never invade!
Revelation 21:26-27 ‘And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And
there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination,
or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.’
Revelation 22:1-4 ‘And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the
river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more
curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: And
they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.’
What glory! What joy awaits the child of God!
Are you ready? Are you excited?
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CONCLUSION
This ends our series on Biblical Christianity explained. During this series we have looked at, among other
things, how we know the Bible is the words of God, the creation, the fall that brought suffering and death,
the flood, the tower of Babel, Israel—God’s chosen people, the Lord Jesus Christ’s first and second coming,
and the eternal destiny of the world.
In the beginning we saw how Adam sowed the seed of sin that brought suffering and death; but we also saw
how God in his mercy provided the Seed of hope when he prophesied of the coming Saviour. We then
followed the Seed all the way from the beginning of time until the end of time as we know it. And when we
arrived at the end, we saw time absolved into eternity, where the Seed—the Lord Jesus Christ, will be
worshipped as King of kings and Lord of lords—the Almighty!
When we looked into eternity we saw that those who had rejected the Seed of hope and remained in the seed
of sin where lost for ever and ever to suffer indescribable terrors, whilst those who received the Seed of hope
were safe and secure in the presence of the King.
When the child of God thinks of eternity he can say ‘Oh’ what a wonderful day that will be, when our Jesus
we shall see and we look upon his face the One who saved us by his grace.’ Oh’ I am so thankful to God
that I can say beyond any shadow of doubt that my eternal home is new Jerusalem. What a wonderful place!
Do you desire it?! Well the only people who are allowed to enter that city are those who know Christ. Do
you know him? Do you want to know him? Do you want to know you are going to new Jerusalem? Jesus
Christ desires you to know. He died for your sins, was buried, and then rose again from the grave victorious
so you could know.
1 John 2:1-2 ‘My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.’
If you know you are a sinner in need of a Saviour, why not turn from yourself to Jesus? Receive him as your
Lord and Saviour right now!
Isaiah 1:18 ‘Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.’
Matthew 11:28 ‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.’
Romans 10:8-10, 13 ‘…The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is,
the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.... For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Christian, are you excited about the day we are going to see Christ? Are you prepared for his return? Are
you living like it?
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1 John 3:2-3 ‘Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.’
1 John 2:28 ‘And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.’
2 Peter 3:11-14 ‘Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.’
Revelation 22:20-21 ‘He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.’
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